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this text is about the central role of evolution in shaping the nature and diversity of the living
world it describes the processes of natural selection how adaptations arise and how new

species form as well as summarizing the evidence for evolution
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written for a general college audience this book offers an introduction to the principles and
significance of darwinian evolution it differs from most other textbooks on evolution in three
fundamental ways first it is intended for students taking evolution early in their studies second
it examines the intellectual significance of darwinian evolution and third the text departs from
the standard treatment of evolution in other textbooks wherein the arguments are reductionist
molecular and overwhelmingly genetic in emphasis ken kardong also author of vertebrates
comparative anatomy function evolution is known for his accessible writing style his almost
conversational approach to this topic puts the reader at ease while learning evolutionary
concepts the result is an inviting book that will be read

darwin s theory that our ancestors were apes caused a furore in the scientific world and
outside it when the origin of species was published in 1859 arguments still rage about the
implications of his evolutionary theory and scepticism about the value of darwin s contribution
to knowledge is widespread in this analysis of darwin s major insights and arguments jonathan
howard reasserts the importance of darwin s work for the development of modern biology
about the series the very short introductions series from oxford university press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area these pocket sized books are the perfect way to
get ahead in a new subject quickly our expert authors combine facts analysis perspective new
ideas and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable

this new volume presents a unique treatment of recent findings regarding the hamamelidae
flowering plants which are of critical importance to the evolution and phylogeny of the
dicotyledons it integrates data from living and fossil taxa and contains the latest information on
the phylogenetic position of the hamamelidae with respect to other dicotyledons leaf
architecture sieve element plastids karylogy and cretaceous fossil history coverage also
includes relationships within the trochodendrales and hamamelidales sensu lato the
phylogenetic position of the myrothamnaaceae and the morphology and systematics of the
hamamelidaceae buxaceae didymelaceae and daphniphyllaceae

a major new textbook a concise and clear introduction to evolutionary biology this book
introduces what is essential and exciting in evolutionary biology it covers whole field and
emphasises the important concepts for the student care has been taken to express complex
and stimulating ideas in simple language while the frequent examples and running summaries
make readingfun its logical structure means that it can be read straight through one chapter
per sitting concise clear and states what is important concentrates on the central concepts and
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illustrates them with telling examples running summaries in the margins make navigation easy
suitable for a one year or one semester course in evolution summaries at chapter ends each
chapter s links to neighbouring chapters are explained evolution an introduction takes a fresh
approach to classical topics such as population genetics and natural selection and gives an
overview of recent advances in hot areas such as sexual selection genetic conflict life history
evolution and phenotypic plasticity detail of contents the prologue is unique and uniquely
motivating it makes four central points about evolution in the form of four case studies told as
brief stories chapters 1 3 describe natural selection and the essential difference between
adaptive and neutral evolution with unmatched clarity and simplicity chapter 4 emphasizes the
essential message of population genetics without burdening the students with any of the
unessential details and places unique emphasis on the role of the genetic system in
constraining the response to selection chapter 6 is not found in any other evolution textbook
although there are a number of recent books on the subject and it therefore provides an
introductory overview of a topic that has been the object of much recent interest and promises
to generate much more insight the expression of geneticvariation analysed with the concept of
reaction norms chapters 7 9 cover sex life histories and sexual selection in greater depth than
they are dealt with in any other introductory textbook but without introducing advanced
technical language and analysis chapters 6 9 thus give unprecedented coverage to phenotypic
evolution in an introductory text chapter 10 on multilevel selection and genetic conflict is
unique in introductory textbooks rolf hoekstra has achieved a wonder of clarity and concision
on the essentials of this exciting topic chapters 11 and 12 on speciation and systematics are
by comparison pretty standard but they continue the policy of clarity and concision with the
focus on essentials chapter 13 on the history of the planet and of life is a completely new
approach unabashedly designed to motivate students to think about deep time geology
paleontology and fossils chapter 14 on the major transitions in evolution is also not found in
any other introductory textbook it documents the conceptual issues raised in the history of life
briefly and in a form that will stimulate the gifted chapter 15 profiles the chief insights made
possible by molecular systematics in the form of four case studies ranging from deep time to
recent european history it has standard content but unique structure a strong point is the way
mitochondrial eve is contrasted with transpecies polymorphismto show students how to think
about inferences with molecular evidence chapter 16 briefly presents the principle comparative
methods and the kinds of insights that can be achieved with them it is not unique ridley covers
this ground well but the examples used are new and the essential features of the methods
including potential pitfalls are quite clearlydescribed chapter 17 places evolutionary thought
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into the context both of the natural sciences and of society at large

in 1859 charles darwin shocked the world with a radical theory evolution by natural selection
one hundred and fifty years later his theory still challenges some of our most precious beliefs
introducing evolution provides a step by step guide to darwin s dangerous idea and takes a
fresh look at the often misunderstood concepts of natural selection and the selfish gene
drawing on the latest findings from genetics ecology and animal behaviour as well as the work
of best selling science writers such as richard dawkins and steven pinker this book reveals
how the evidence in favour of evolutionary theory is stronger than ever

originally published in 1967 this reprints the second edition of 1973 revised and expanded
evolution and human behaviour considers man s biological and cultural development within the
framework of darwinian evolution rejecting analogue models of biological evolution common in
the social sciences the author shows how the theory of biological evolution applies to the study
of contemporary human behaviour

the brief length and focused coverage of human evolution an illustrated introduction have
made this best selling textbook the ideal complement to any biology or anthropology course in
which human evolution is taught the text places human evolution in the context of humans as
animals while also showing the physical context of human evolution including climate change
and the impact of extinctions chapter introductions numerous drawings and photographs and
an essential glossary all add to the accessibility of this text the fifth edition has been
thoroughly updated to include coverage of the latest discoveries and perspectives including
new early hominid fossils from africa and georgia and their implications new archaeological
evidence from africa on the origin of modern humans updated coverage of prehistoric art
including new sites new perspectives on molecular evidence and their implications for human
population history an instructor manual cd rom for this title is available please contact our
higher education team at highereducation wiley com for more information

in 1859 darwin shocked the world with his theory of evolution by natural selection today his
theory still challenges some of our most precious beliefs this step by step guide to darwin s
idea takes a fresh look at the concepts of natural selection and the selfish gene drawing on
findings from genetics ecology and animal behavior as well as the work of science writers such
as richard dawkins and steven pinker the book reveals how the evidence in favor of
evolutionary theory is stronger than ever did life first evolve on other planets what s the
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advantage of having sex why do your parents look after you and what good to a bird is half a
wing this is the ideal guide to the most important idea ever to appear in the history of science
illustrations

written for a general college audience this book offers an introduction to the principles and
significance of darwinian evolution it differs from most other textbooks on evolution in three
fundamental ways first it is intended for students taking evolution early in their studies second
it examines the intellectual significance of darwinian evolution third the text departs from the
standard treatment of evolution in other textbooks wherein the arguments are reductionist
molecular and overwhelmingly genetic in emphasis ken kardong also author of vertebrates
comparative anatomy function evolution is known for his accessible writing style his almost
conversational approach to this topic puts the reader at ease while learning evolutionary
concepts the result is an inviting book that will be read
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