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from  the  early  days  musical  instruments  in  china  were  made  from
everyday items hunting tools trees bamboo and even bones during the
zhou dynasty there were about 70 instruments today there are hundreds
but  have you ever  wondered how these musical  instruments in  china
came about well  in this book the evolution of chinese music over the
centuries is examined from prehistoric times through the qin han sui and
tang dynasties all the way to our modern times in addition the origins and
characteristics of specific musical instruments are explored giving insight
in one s understanding of these instruments legendary accounts related
to historical personalities are also featured including how two phoenixes
helped fuxi the earliest ancestor of the chinese add music to the lives of
the people how the musical talents of some individuals were so high they
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could sense evil elements in a piece of music how wangzi qiao became an
immortal from playing the sheng indeed this book holds a treasury of
fascinating  information  and  stories  pertaining  to  chinese  musical
instruments this is definitely something any music lover should have in his
collection

first published in 1998 as a cultural entity of over five thousand years of
history chinese music is a multi faced phenomenon consisting of diverse
regional  and transregional  traditions  two large categories  of  chinese
music can be distinguished music s of the han nationality and music s of
the ethnic nationalities the present volume brings together ten articles
written largely by native scholars with the general aim of presenting a
dialogue about chinese music from insider s view points
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barbara mittler s book is the first comprehensive monographic study of
china s new music written in a western language it deals with two key
points of contention the effects of politics on the development of chinese
new music and the importance of china s indigenous musical traditions
for the development of her new music in many ways it is a handbook to
new chinese music as it provides biographical and musicological sketches
of the greater number of china s composers as a reference work it will
thus be of  interest  to libraries as well  as to musicologists and music
impressarios the book is unique as a comparative study of new chinese
music under three different political systems its conclusions the discovery
of and explanations for inherent similarities in those three new musics will
be of interest to sinologists in the field of politics and cultural studies

the question what is chinese music has often been asked but the answer
is not easy to give with a history which spans over many thousand years
chinese  music  has  undergone  considerable  changes  due  to  racial
interaction as a result of wars and conquests many books have been
written on the subject but they tend to cater to specialists and do not
reach the general public hence the need for the present volume the book
is designed as a general description supported by recent discoveries and
research anecdotes poems and numerous illustrations are used so that
the book not only gives the reader an idea of what chinese music is but



The Semantics Of Chinese Music

3 The Semantics Of Chinese Music

also how it  is  related to  its  culture  literature  and art  combining the
technical with the literary and artistic is not an easy task the risk is that
the result may be too technical for the layman and not learned enough
for  the  specialist  it  is  hoped  however  that  the  reader  will  find  here
something informative as well as entertaining

music is a widely enjoyed human experience it is therefore natural that we
have wanted to describe document analyse and somehow grasp it  in
language  this  book  surveys  a  representative  selection  of  musical
concepts in chinese language i e words that describe or refer to aspects
of  chinese  music  important  as  these  musical  concepts  are  in  the
language they have been in wide circulation since ancient times without
being subjected to any serious semantic analysis the current study is the
first  known  attempt  at  analysing  these  chinese  musical  concepts
linguistically adopting the natural semantic metalanguage nsm approach
to formulate semantically and cognitively rigorous explications readers
will be able to better understand not only these musical concepts but also
significant aspects of the chinese culture which many of these musical
concepts  represent  this  volume contributes  to  the  fields  of  cognitive
linguistics  semantics  music  musicology  and  chinese  studies  offering
readers a fresh account of chinese ways of thinking not least chinese
ways of viewing or appreciating music ultimately this study represents
trailblazing research on the relationship between language culture and
cognition

with dozens of color photographs and insightful text chinese music and
musical  instruments  describes  in  detail  the  musical  instruments  with
which  a  chinese  folk  orchestra  is  equipped  and  their  working  and
sounding principles there are as many as a thousand different kinds of
musical instruments in china only a tiny portion of them are used in an
orchestra the selection of musical instruments for an orchestra depends
on how well  they complement one another a chinese folk orchestra is
composed of four sections wind plucked percussion and bowed this book
is also devoted to the description of the development of classical chinese
music  and the  introduction of  some music  related tales  of  profound
significance chinese music is a big family composed of various distinctive
types  of  music  chinese  folk  music  played at  weddings  funerals  or  in
festivals  an  fairs  the  religious  music  played  in  religious  services
conducted in buddhist and taoist temples court music which reached its
zenith during the tang dynasty the scholars music based on confucian
thinking was the embodiment of the musical life of academia and refined
music of this kind is still prevalent in today s society

by the end of the nineteenth century after a long period during which the



The Semantics Of Chinese Music

4 The Semantics Of Chinese Music

weakness of china became ever more obvious intellectuals began to go
abroad  for  new  ideas  what  emerged  was  a  musical  genre  that  liu
chingchih terms new music with no direct ties to traditional chinese music
new music reflects the compositional techniques and musical idioms of
eighteenth nineteenth and early  twentieth century european styles liu
traces  the  genesis  and  development  of  new  music  throughout  the
twentieth century deftly examining the cultural social and political forces
that shaped new music and its uses by politicians and the government

this is a very interesting popular account of the theory of chinese music
with numerous wood cuts illustrating the principal instruments and the
mode of musical notation used by chinese musicians the author states his
aim to have been to point out the contrasts or similarity between western
and chinese music to present abstruse theories in the least tiresome way
to add details never before published and to give a short yet concise
account of chinese music after an introductory chapter on ancient music
in general or rather on the history of european music which our author
believes to have gradually risen and progressed with christianity follows a
chapter entitled on chinese music here we are told that of the ancient
music of china nothing remains now but a few abstruse theories and that
at the rise of the han dynasty the great music master chi whose ancestors
had for generations held the same dignity scarcely remembered anything
about ancient music but the noise of tickling bells and dancers drums we
venture  to  say  that  the  author  would  have  modified  his  opinions
regarding ancient chinese music very considerably if he had read faber s
essays on the subject in the same chapter it is asserted that ever since
the han dynasty nothing has been done of any value in the sphere of
music either practically or theoretically that the attempt of kanghi and
kienlung to revive the study of music in china failed and that the chinese
people  erroneously  supposed  to  be  quite  unchangeable  in  their
predilections have so radically changed in the course of ages that the
musical art which anciently always occupied the place of honour is now
deemed the lowest calling a man can profess serious music according to
mr van aalst has been totally abandoned and the kind of music in which
the populace of china now a days delights in consisting of the deafening
noise of gong or drum accompanied by the shrieking tones of the clarinet
requires no scientific study but as mr van aalst informs his readers at the
same time that chinese music must be divided into two different kinds
ritual 0r sacred music which is passably sweet and generally of a minor
character and the theatrical or popular music and as he subsequently
describes the ritual music now used at court and at religious ceremonies
in the temples of confucius and elsewhere we are constrained to assume
either that ritual music is not serious because it is passably sweet or that
his previous allegation that serious music is totally abandoned in china



The Semantics Of Chinese Music

5 The Semantics Of Chinese Music

goes for nothing the next chapter treats the twelve lii of ancient chinese
music and we are told that they form a kind of semi diatomic scale of 12
degrees nearly identical with our chromatic gamut the only difference
being that our scale is tempered while that of the chinese is untouched
then follow five brief sentences on the pitch of chinese music and we learn
that the present pitch approaches our d 601 5 vibrations per second as
nearly  as  possible  next  we have a chapter  on the chinese system of
notation illustrated by diagrams a few words on the stave the value of
notes the rests the time the signs of  alteration of  notes the diatonic
gamut etc

this  accessible illustrated introduction explores the history of  chinese
music an ancient diverse and fascinating part of china s cultural heritage

the  chinese  instrumentarium  is  unquestionably  the  largest  and  most
diverse  of  any  civilization  ancient  or  modern  inscriptions  on  tortoise
shells and cow bones from more than 3000 years ago recorded various
instruments including drums stone chimes and panpipes in this volume
alan r thrasher discusses the evolution of chinese musical instruments
detailing  their  construction  regional  variations  and  role  in  musical
accompaniment

traditional chinese music in contemporary singapore is a collection of
essays written by 12 esteemed contributors who are greatly involved in
building up and contributing to traditional chinese music in singapore
ranging from musicians to lecturers and conductors these essays present
various perspectives and incisive insights into this particular sphere of
music and are both a useful entry point for the curious reader as well as
valuable companions to experienced enthusiasts featuring essays from
lum yan sing quek ling kiong tan chin huat michelle loh samuel wong
teresa fu natalie alexandra tse chia qilong andy

music in china is one of many case study volumes that can be used along
with thinking musically the core book in the global music series thinking
musically incorporates music from many diverse cultures and establishes
the framework for exploring the practice of music around the world it sets
the stage for an array of case study volumes each of which focuses on a
single area of the world each case study uses the contemporary musical
situation as a point  of  departure covering historical  information and
traditions as they relate to the present visit oup com us globalmusic for a
list of case studies in the global music series the website also includes
instructional materials to accompany each study music in china offers a
unique exploration of the rich dynamic and multifaceted chinese musical
landscape in contrast with previous scholarship which focused almost
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exclusively  on  the  role  of  music  in  elite  culture  this  volume  takes  a
balanced look at a variety of traditional and modern genres including
those performed among local and regional folk musicians in academia in
the media and on concert stages both inside and outside of china using
the  interrelated  themes  of  identity  modernization  and  ideology  as  a
narrative framework author frederick lau discusses the musical features
of  the  selected  genres  the  processes  through  which  they  came  into
existence and related socio political issues lau draws on his own extensive
fieldwork and performance experience in both mainland china and its
diasporic communities to show how the ever changing chinese musical
tradition  takes  on  particular  meanings  in  china  in  overseas  chinese
communities  and  in  diverse  international  settings  enhanced  by
eyewitness accounts of local performances interviews with key performers
vivid  illustrations  and  hands  on  listening  activities  music  in  china
provides an accessible and engaging introduction to chinese music it is
packaged with an 80 minute audio cd containing examples of the music
discussed in the book

the book provides highlights on the key concepts and trends of evolution
in the history of chinese music as one of the series of books of china
classified histories

this is a very interesting popular account of the theory of chinese music
with numerous wood cuts illustrating the principal instruments and the
mode of musical notation used by chinese musicians the author states his
aim to have been to point out the contrasts or similarity between western
and chinese music to present abstruse theories in the least tiresome way
to add details never before published and to give a short yet concise
account of chinese music after an introductory chapter on ancient music
in general or rather on the history of european music which our author
believes to have gradually risen and progressed with christianity follows a
chapter entitled on chinese music here we are told that of the ancient
music of china nothing remains now but a few abstruse theories and that
at the rise of the han dynasty the great music master chi whose ancestors
had for generations held the same dignity scarcely remembered anything
about ancient music but the noise of tickling bells and dancers drums we
venture  to  say  that  the  author  would  have  modified  his  opinions
regarding ancient chinese music very considerably if he had read faber s
essays on the subject in the same chapter it is asserted that ever since
the han dynasty nothing has been done of any value in the sphere of
music either practically or theoretically that the attempt of kanghi and
kienlung to revive the study of music in china failed and that the chinese
people  erroneously  supposed  to  be  quite  unchangeable  in  their
predilections have so radically changed in the course of ages that the



The Semantics Of Chinese Music

7 The Semantics Of Chinese Music

musical art which anciently always occupied the place of honour is now
deemed the lowest calling a man can profess serious music according to
mr van aalst has been totally abandoned and the kind of music in which
the populace of china now a days delights in consisting of the deafening
noise of gong or drum accompanied by the shrieking tones of the clarinet
requires no scientific study but as mr van aalst informs his readers at the
same time that chinese music must be divided into two different kinds
ritual 0r sacred music which is passably sweet and generally of a minor
character and the theatrical or popular music and as he subsequently
describes the ritual music now used at court and at religious ceremonies
in the temples of confucius and elsewhere we are constrained to assume
either that ritual music is not serious because it is passably sweet or that
his previous allegation that serious music is totally abandoned in china
goes for nothing the next chapter treats the twelve lii of ancient chinese
music and we are told that they form a kind of semi diatomic scale of 12
degrees nearly identical with our chromatic gamut the only difference
being that our scale is tempered while that of the chinese is untouched
then follow five brief sentences on the pitch of chinese music and we learn
that the present pitch approaches our d 601 5 vibrations per second as
nearly  as  possible  next  we have a chapter  on the chinese system of
notation illustrated by diagrams a few words on the stave the value of
notes the rests the time the signs of  alteration of  notes the diatonic
gamut etc the china review or notes and queries on the far east vol
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landscape is ever-changing, introducing readers to new authors, genres,



The Semantics Of Chinese Music

10 The Semantics Of Chinese Music

and perspectives. The unexpected flow of literary treasures mirrors the
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human expression. It's not just a Systems Analysis And Design Elias M
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the world of digital literature. We focus on the distribution of The
Semantics Of Chinese Music that are either in the public domain, licensed
for free distribution, or provided by authors and publishers with the right
to share their work. We actively dissuade the distribution of copyrighted
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Community Engagement: We value our community of readers. Engage
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study materials, or an individual venturing into the realm of eBooks for
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pages of our eBooks to transport you to new realms, concepts, and
encounters.

We understand the thrill of discovering something new. That is the reason
we consistently update our library, making sure you have access to
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