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the authors look at the history of statistical analysis in baseball how it can best be used
today and how its it must evolve for the future

please note this is a companion version not the original book sample book insights 1 the
book moneyball  has sold well  over a million copies it  was a significant catalyst in
spreading the sabermetric gospel in baseball offices as well as feeding the growing
popularity of sports analytics over the internet 2 the movie and the book both claim that
the a s implemented this philosophy it is also claimed that the strategy worked and
explains why the team won an american league record twenty straight games in 2002 3
the movie portrays the trades of billy beane as being based on sabermetric principles
and they are responsible for the team s turnaround however the facts say otherwise 4
there are various sins of omission in the film such as sandy alderson being left out of the
film entirely alderson served as gm of the oakland a s from 1983 through 1997 and he
hired billy beane and made him his assistant gm in 1993
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a study of some of baseball s best worst decisions what motivated them what can be
learned from them and how they shaped the game law s take is as entertaining as it is
informative this  intelligent  and accessible  work is  a  grand slam publishers weekly
starred review baseball is a sport of decisions some are small and seemingly routine
what pitch to throw when to pull a pitcher from a game while others when to trade the
best prospects in baseball for a chance to win now or when to offer hundreds of millions
of dollars to a twenty eight year old superstar are so big they can determine the future
of a franchise with choices like these the science of decision making has long shaped
the behavior of players managers and entire baseball organizations while some of their
decisions show clear motivations others leave us with the age old fan question what
were they thinking blending behavioral science baseball lore and data driven analysis
author keith law tackles some of the sport s most iconic blunders missteps and head
scratchers showing how these bad calls have their roots in all too common real world
behavior  and  feature  the  kinds  of  misjudgments  we  frequently  encounter  in  our
everyday lives whether it s the harm of always relying on the status quo to produce the
right result or using recent good events to predict the future bad decisions that plague
us in life often find their way to the baseball diamond with disastrous results the inside
game is a lively entertaining book that challenges some of baseball s most accepted
dogmas and presents a new way to appreciate the game s success as well as its failures
the inside game addresses why life explains baseball inside these pages the senior
baseball writer for the athletic website examines the assumptions that animate baseball
both on the field and in the opinionated realms of fandom wall street journal in a market
saturated with baseball books law s stands out by exploring key decisions in the game
highly recommended for serious followers of baseball and readers interested in how
statistical analysis and trends can be applied in any sport library journal

author warren n wilbert with input from sabr members singles out 26 world series
games worthy of being called one of the best provided by publisher

for the over 14 million people who play fantasy football every year for the hardcore fan
who wants information beyond sports page recaps for everyone who bets on the nfl and
for  the  smart  casual  enthusiast  looking  for  entertainment  and  insight  comes  the
essential  preseason annual  with  numerous statistical  measures  that  go  far  beyond
standard nfl stats pro football prospectus assesses the dvoa defense adjusted value over
average of every single skill player and determines how many points better a starting
player  is  over  the  average  bench  player  measures  special  teams  offers  advanced
offensive  line  statistics  analyzes  teams abilities  to  convert  draft  picks  into  quality
players and much more and like its sister publication baseball prospectus it s written
with a knowing dry wit that gets under the skin of america s most popular spectator
sport compared by the new york times magazine to bill james the baseball statistics
guru aaron schatz is revolutionizing the world of football statistics in just two years his
site footballoutsiders com is by a huge margin the s best independent football site
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writes gregg easterbrook of nfl com salon calls it a must for anyone interested in going
beyond this guy has more yards so he must be better now schatz and his team of
football  outsiders  are  continuing their  groundbreaking work with  a  comprehensive
authoritative book of sophisticated statistical analysis it also offers solid predictions in
2004  the  outsiders  predicted  six  of  eight  division  winners  including  the  steelers
champion season the fading year of ahman green and jamal lewis and the breakout of
the new york jets

the best the oakland as heralded general manager billy beane calls baseball prospectus
the standard by which all scouting guides should be measured jayson stark at espn says
i never cease to be blown away by the geniuses at baseball prospectus when i have a
question about a player no matter how obscure i pull out baseball prospectus writes rob
neyer at espn com and john hunt who covers fantasy baseball for usa today calls it the
best book for preparing for a rotisserie draft packed with statistics analysis and attitude
for the information age baseball prospectus is the essential guide for the 3 4 million
serious fantasy baseball players and the perfect game side companion for millions more
seamheads who want to understand the inside game why for example derek jeter s
recent contract makes a rod s look like a bargain why the hiring of dusty baker should
end the cubs long nightmare and why if  he remains healthy pedro martinez has a
legitimate shot at being remembered as the best pitcher ever baseball prospectus gives
in depth actual data and performance analysis of 1600 players more than any other
guide covering the majors and minors the top 40 prospects draft choices and rookie ball
it features essays on every team and gimlet eyed evaluations of at least 50 players per
organization it s the final word delivered in a wry and witty style on what pitchers and
hitters really did in 2003 and how they ll do in 2004 and beyond

recounts the author s experiences with playing a season of fantasy baseball against a
host of armchair contenders during which he researched the activity s popularity as
well as the factors that contribute to winning fantasy teams

contains articles that provide information on topics related to sports around the world
covering college sports the culture of sports sporting events health and fitness nations
media the sports industry types of sports sports theories and sport in society arranged
alphabetically from academics to dance

analyzing baseball data with r second edition introduces r to sabermetricians baseball
enthusiasts and students interested in exploring the richness of baseball data it equips
you with the necessary skills and software tools to perform all the analysis steps from
importing the data to transforming them into an appropriate format to visualizing the
data via graphs to performing a statistical analysis the authors first present an overview
of publicly available baseball datasets and a gentle introduction to the type of data
structures and exploratory and data management capabilities of r they also cover the
ggplot2 graphics functions and employ a tidyverse friendly workflow throughout much
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of the book illustrates the use of r through popular sabermetrics topics including the
pythagorean formula runs expectancy catcher framing career trajectories simulation of
games and seasons patterns of streaky behavior of players and launch angles and exit
velocities all the datasets and r code used in the text are available online new to the
second edition are a systematic adoption of the tidyverse and incorporation of statcast
player tracking data made available by baseball savant all code from the first edition
has  been  revised  according  to  the  principles  of  the  tidyverse  tidyverse  packages
including dplyr ggplot2 tidyr purrr and broom are emphasized throughout the book two
entirely new chapters are made possible by the availability of statcast data one explores
the notion of catcher framing ability and the other uses launch angle and exit velocity to
estimate the probability of a home run through the book s various examples you will
learn about modern sabermetrics and how to conduct your own baseball analyses max
marchi  is  a  baseball  analytics  analyst  for  the  cleveland indians  he  was  a  regular
contributor  to  the  hardball  times and baseball  prospectus  websites  and previously
consulted for  other  mlb clubs  jim albert  is  a  distinguished university  professor  of
statistics at bowling green state university he has authored or coauthored several books
including curve ball  and visualizing baseball  and was the  editor  of  the  journal  of
quantitative analysis of sports ben baumer is an assistant professor of statistical data
sciences at smith college previously a statistical analyst for the new york mets he is a co
author of the sabermetric revolution and modern data science with r

the acclaimed classic on the statistical analysis of baseball records in order to evaluate
players and win more games long before moneyball became a sensation or nate silver
turned the knowledge he d honed on baseball into electoral gold john thorn and pete
palmer were using statistics to shake the foundations of the game first published in
1984  the  hidden  game  of  baseball  ushered  in  the  sabermetric  revolution  by
demonstrating that we were thinking about baseball stats and thus the game itself all
wrong instead of praising sluggers for gaudy rbi totals or pitchers for wins thorn and
palmer argued in favor of more subtle measurements that correlated much more closely
to the ultimate goal winning baseball games the new gospel promulgated by thorn and
palmer opened the door for a flood of new questions such as how a ballpark s layout
helps or hinders offense or whether a strikeout really is worse than another kind of out
taking questions like these seriously and backing up the answers with data launched a
new era showing fans journalists scouts executives and even players themselves a new
better way to look at the game this brand new edition retains the body of the original
with its rich accessible analysis rooted in a deep love of baseball while adding a new
introduction by the authors tracing the book s influence over the years a foreword by
espn s lead baseball analyst keith law details the hidden game s central role in the
transformation of  baseball  coverage and team management  and shows how teams
continue to reap the benefits of thorn and palmer s insights today thirty years after its
original publication the hidden game is still bringing the high heat a true classic of
baseball literature praise for the hidden game as grateful as i was for the publication of
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the hidden game of baseball when it first showed up on my bookshelf i m even more
grateful now it s as insightful today as it was then and it s a reminder that we haven t
applauded thorn and palmer nearly loudly enough for their incredible contributions to
the use and understanding of the awesome numbers of baseball jayson stark senior
baseball writer espn com just as one cannot know the great american novel without
twain and hemingway one cannot know modern baseball analysis without thorn and
palmer rob neyer fox sports

mlb network host and commentator brian kenny uses stories from baseball s present
and past to examine why we sometimes choose ignorance over information and how
tradition can trump logic even when directly contradicted by evidence

introduction baseball according to satchel paige don t look back something might be
gaining on you hollywood baseball films nostalgic white masculinity or the national
pastime the business of baseball screening who gets to play the glocalized game fanball
learning the game conclusion the show for the thinking fan and going online
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