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this series of books explores what it means to live and worship among the many faiths unique to america s
neighborhoods each book in the series illuminates the questions christians have about other faiths such as
judaism islam hinduism jainism buddhism sikhism baha i zoroastrianism afro caribbean religions native
american religions  confucianism and shinto different  faiths  have  different  ideals  of  community  and
different kinds of rules in belonging lucinda mosher explores the vocabulary of america s many religions
the theologies and rituals that create a sense of belonging and how these religions handle life s stages
welcoming babies rites of passage for adolescents initiation and conversion interwoven with interviews
and personal stories belonging is intended for interfaith education of all kinds a quick guide to each
religion a glossary and recommended reading are included

faith in the fight tells a story of religion soldiering suffering and death in the great war recovering the
thoughts and experiences of american troops nurses and aid workers through their letters diaries and
memoirs jonathan ebel describes how religion primarily christianity encouraged these young men and
women to fight and die sustained them through war s chaos and shaped their responses to the war s
aftermath the book reveals the surprising frequency with which americans who fought viewed the war as
a religious challenge that could lead to individual and national redemption believing in a christianity of
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the sword these americans responded to the war by reasserting their religious faith and proclaiming
america god chosen and righteous in its mission and while the war sometimes challenged these beliefs it
did  not  fundamentally  alter  them  revising  the  conventional  view  that  the  war  was  universally
disillusioning faith in the fight  argues that  the war in fact  strengthened the religious beliefs  of  the
americans who fought and that it helped spark a religiously charged revival of many prewar orthodoxies
during a postwar period marked by race riots labor wars communist witch hunts and gender struggles for
many americans ebel argues the postwar period was actually one of reillusionment demonstrating the deep
connections between christianity and americans experience of  the first  world war faith in the fight
encourages us to examine the religious dimensions of america s wars past and present and to work toward
a deeper understanding of religion and violence in american history

many americans say they are uncertain about their religious beliefs although they continue to attend
christian and other churches interdenominational minister willis presents this beautifully written book to
help questioners maintain their integrity while relating to the vast mystery that informs the universe
beyond all understanding we know we don t know willis says and yet we all even atheists must stand on
assumptions that help us lead good lives to explore these assumptions he discusses different ways of
thinking about god scientific and mythical views the sources of good and evil and the need for both
freedom and commitment he assures us we can all think reasonably about ultimate reality and find a faith
that fits the book grew from theology classes willis taught in unitarian churches and universities and from
conversations with discontented members of other discussion groups his clear and engaging prose is full
of lively exchanges with his students frequent references to the best contemporary theologians bishop
spong for example and to philosophers physicists mythologists and bible experts provide an inspiring
resource for those who long to resolve the conflict between faith and reason doubt and belief

when faculty unexpectedly encounter students religious ideologies in the classroom they may respond
with apprehension frustration dread or concern instructors may view this exchange as a confrontation
that threatens the very heart of empirical study and worry that this will lead to a dead end in the learning
process the purpose of this book is to explore what happens and what can happen in the higher education
and even secondary school classroom when course content meets or collides with students religious beliefs
it also considers the impact on learning in an environment where students may feel threatened angry
misunderstood or in which they feel their convictions are being discredited this is a resource that offers
ways of conceptualizing engaging with and responding to student beliefs this book is divided into three
sections student views on the role of religion in the classroom general guidelines for responding to or
actively  engaging religious  beliefs  in  courses  such as  legal  and diversity  considerations  and specific
examples from a number of disciplines including the sciences social sciences humanities and professional
education professors from public private and religious institutions share their findings and insights the
resounding lessons of this book are the importance of creating a learning space in which students can
express  their  beliefs  dissonance  and  emotions  constructively  without  fear  of  retribution  and  of
establishing ground rules of respectful discussion for this process to be valuable and productive this is an
inspirational and practical guide for faculty navigating the controversial sensitive yet illuminating lessons
that can be learned when religion takes a seat in the classroom
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