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The Problem Of Evil Philosophy The problem of evil philosophy is one of the most enduring and profound challenges in the history of

theological and philosophical thought. It grapples with the apparent contradiction between the existence of an omnipotent, omnibenevolent,

and omniscient God and the presence of evil and suffering in the world. This paradox has sparked countless debates, arguments, and theories

aimed at reconciling divine attributes with the reality of evil. Understanding this problem is crucial for anyone interested in philosophy of

religion, theology, or existential inquiry, as it touches on fundamental questions about the nature of good and evil, the purpose of life, and the

existence of a higher power. --- What Is the Problem of Evil? Definition and Core Issues The problem of evil can be summarized as follows

If God is all-powerful omnipotent, all- knowing omniscient, and all-good omnibenevolent, then why does evil exist? The core issues are

1. Existence of Evil Evil and suffering are undeniable parts of human experience and the natural world. 2. Divine Attributes Traditional

theistic  views uphold that  God possesses these three divine qualities. 3. Contradiction  The coexistence of evil  with an omnipotent,

omnibenevolent, and omniscient God appears to be incompatible or logically problematic. This problem is often distinguished into two

categories  -  Logical  Problem  of  Evil  Asks  whether  the  existence  of  evil  logically  contradicts  the  existence  of  an  omnipotent,

omnibenevolent, and omniscient God. - Evidential Problem of Evil Argues that the amount and kinds of evil in the world provide strong

evidence against God's existence, even if not outright logical contradiction. --- Historical Perspectives on the Problem of Evil Ancient and

Classical Approaches - Greek Philosophy Philosophers like Plato and Aristotle considered the nature of evil as a privation absence of good

rather than a positive force. - St. Augustine Proposed that evil is a result of the misuse of free will by creatures, asserting that evil is

privation of good, not a substance itself. - Plotinus Viewed evil as a consequence of the soul's separation from the divine source. Medieval

Theologians - St. Thomas Aquinas Argued that evil is necessary as a contrast to good and that God's plan allows for the existence of evil for

a greater good. - Anselm and Others Focused on 2 the compatibility of divine goodness and the existence of evil, emphasizing free will.

Modern and Contemporary Thinkers - David Hume Expressed skepticism about the existence of an all-powerful, benevolent God given the

presence of evil. - J.L. Mackie Formulated the "Logical Problem of Evil," asserting that the existence of evil is incompatible with an

omnipotent, omnibenevolent God. - Alvin Plantinga Developed the Free Will Defense, arguing that evil results from free will and that such

free will is a greater good. --- Types of Evil and Their Philosophical Significance Understanding the different types of evil is vital to grasping

the nuances of the problem Natural Evil - Suffering caused by natural processes, such as earthquakes, diseases, and famines. - Raises

questions about God's role in a world governed by natural laws. Moral Evil - Evil resulting from human actions, including murder, theft, and

cruelty. - Often linked to free will and moral responsibility. Logical and Evidential Challenges - The logical challenge questions whether evil

necessarily disproves God's existence. - The evidential challenge considers whether the amount and kind of evil make God's existence

improbable. --- Philosophical Responses to the Problem of Evil Various philosophical strategies have been proposed to address the problem



The Problem Of Evil Philosophy

2 The Problem Of Evil Philosophy

Free Will Defense - Main Idea God granted humans free will, which makes genuine moral evil possible. - Key Points - Free will is

considered a greater good that justifies the potential for evil. - Evil results from human choices, not God's design. - This defense aims to

show that God's allowing evil is compatible with divine goodness. Greater Good Theodicies - Concept Evil and suffering are necessary for

achieving higher goods. - Examples - Courage and compassion often require suffering. - Moral growth and character 3 development depend

on overcoming evil. Soul-Making Theodicy - Proponent John Hick. - Core Idea The world is a "vale of soul-making," where suffering is

necessary for spiritual development. - Implication Evil serves a purpose in shaping moral and spiritual virtues. Process and Open Theism -

Process Theology Views God as non-omnipotent or as working within the bounds of natural laws. - Open Theism Holds that God's

knowledge is dynamic and that evil results from the genuine freedom of creatures. Rejecting Traditional Attributes - Some argue that the

concept of an all-powerful, all-good God is flawed or that divine attributes need reinterpretation. --- Key Arguments in the Philosophy of Evil

Understanding the main arguments helps clarify the debates The Logical Problem of Evil - Claim The simultaneous existence of evil and an

omnipotent, omnibenevolent God is logically impossible. - Major Proponent J.L. Mackie. - Counterarguments Defenders like Plantinga

argue that free will and other theodicies resolve this contradiction. The Evidential Problem of Evil - Claim The amount and kinds of evil in

the world provide strong evidence against God's existence. - Major Proponent William Rowe. - Implication Even if not impossible, evil

makes God's existence unlikely. The Free Will Defense and Its Critiques - Strengths Explains moral evil via human free will. - Critiques

Does not account well for natural evil or gratuitous suffering. gratuitous Evil Argument - Claim Some evils appear unnecessary or pointless,

challenging the free will defense and other theodicies. --- 4 Modern Developments and Contemporary Debates Process Theology and Open

Theism - These perspectives question traditional divine omnipotence and omniscience, offering alternative views on divine power and

knowledge. Naturalist and Secular Responses - Some argue that evil is a natural part of a universe governed by natural laws, and morality is

human-made. Responses from Non-Theistic Perspectives - Buddhism and other Eastern philosophies interpret evil and suffering as illusions

or part of the cycle of samsara. Philosophical and Theological Challenges - Debates continue around whether divine attributes are coherent or

whether the concept of evil itself needs redefinition. --- Implications of the Problem of Evil The problem of evil has profound implications 1.

Theodicy Construction Attempts to justify God's coexistence with evil. 2. Faith and Doubt Challenges believers to reconcile their faith with

evil's reality. 3. Moral Responsibility Raises questions about human accountability and divine justice. 4. Existential Reflection Encourages

individuals to confront suffering and find meaning. --- Conclusion The Ongoing Dialogue The problem of evil remains a central topic in

philosophical and theological discussions. While numerous solutions and defenses have been proposed—such as free will, soul- making

theodicies, and process theology—no consensus has been reached. The complexity of evil, coupled with its deep roots in human experience,

ensures that this problem will continue to inspire inquiry, debate, and reflection for generations to come. Whether viewed as a challenge to

faith or an invitation to deeper understanding, the problem of evil philosophy serves as a vital lens through which to explore the profound

questions of existence, morality, and the divine. --- Keywords for SEO Optimization - Problem of evil philosophy - Theodicy - Free will

defense - Natural evil and moral evil - Theodicy solutions - Logical problem of evil - Evidential problem of evil - Theodicy arguments -

Divine attributes and evil - Philosophical responses to evil - Theodicy and 5 suffering QuestionAnswer What is the problem of evil in
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philosophy? The problem of evil is a philosophical question that asks how an omnipotent, omnibenevolent God can allow the existence of evil

and suffering in the world. Why is the problem of evil considered a challenge to theism? Because it questions the coherence of the idea of an

all- powerful, all-good God coexisting with the presence of evil, which seems to contradict divine attributes. What are the main types of evil

discussed in the problem of evil? Philosophers distinguish between moral evil caused by human actions and natural evil caused by natural

phenomena, both of which challenge the existence of a benevolent, omnipotent deity. What are some classical theodicies proposed to resolve

the problem of evil? Classical theodicies include free will defense, soul-making theodicy, and appeals to divine mystery, which aim to justify

God allowing evil for greater goods or reasons beyond human understanding. How does the free will defense address the problem of evil? It

argues that evil results from human free will, and that free will is a greater good that justifies the existence of evil caused by human choices.

What is the difference between logical and evidential versions of the problem of evil? The logical problem claims that the existence of evil is

incompatible with an omnipotent, omnibenevolent God, while the evidential problem suggests that evil makes the existence of such a God

unlikely but not impossible. How do some philosophers interpret natural evil in response to the problem of evil? Some argue that natural evil

serves a purpose in the natural order, such as promoting moral growth or maintaining a world where free will can exist, thus providing a

reason for its presence. What is the significance of the 'greater good' theodicy in addressing evil? It proposes that some evil is necessary to

achieve higher goods, such as virtue, character development, or spiritual growth, which could not be attained without suffering. Are there any

contemporary debates about the problem of evil? Yes, contemporary philosophers continue to debate issues like the plausibility of free will

defenses, the nature of divine omnipotence, and whether evils existence truly challenges the concept of God, with some proposing alternative

divine attributes or interpretations. Can the problem of evil be reconciled with belief in God? Many philosophers and theologians believe it

can be reconciled through various theodicies and defenses, though some argue that the problem remains a profound challenge to traditional

conceptions of God and may require rethinking divine attributes. The Problem of Evil Philosophy Unraveling One of Philosophys Most

Persistent Paradoxes The problem of evil philosophy stands as one of the most enduring and profound puzzles within theological and

philosophical discourse. It questions how an all-powerful, all- The Problem Of Evil Philosophy 6 knowing, and benevolent deity can coexist

with the palpable presence of evil and suffering in the world. For centuries, thinkers from diverse traditions have grappled with this paradox,

attempting to reconcile the existence of a perfect deity with the evident realities of pain, injustice, and chaos. This issue not only challenges

religious doctrines but also probes the very nature of morality, free will, and the universes design. To understand the depth and complexity

of this problem, one must explore its historical roots, core arguments, the various philosophical responses, and its implications for faith and

reason. --- The Origins of the Problem of Evil Historical Foundations The problem of evil has deep roots, stretching back to ancient

philosophical and religious traditions. In Western philosophy, it gained prominence during the Enlightenment, but its conceptual origins can

be traced to ancient Greece and Israelite thought. - Ancient Greece Philosophers like Epicurus articulated early versions of the problem,

questioning how a benevolent deity could permit evil. Epicurus famously posed, "Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able? Then he is not

omnipotent. Is he able but not willing? Then he is malevolent." This formulation highlights the logical tension inherent in the concept of an

omnipotent, omnibenevolent deity and the reality of evil. - Jewish and Christian Traditions Biblical texts also grapple with the presence of
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evil. The Book of Job, for example, explores why an innocent man suffers, challenging simplistic notions of divine justice. Christian

theologians,  from Augustine to Aquinas,  sought to reconcile divine attributes with human suffering,  shaping much of the subsequent

philosophical debate. The Shift to Philosophical Formalization By the medieval period, theologians began formalizing the problem into

logical and evidential forms, giving it a systematic structure that persists today. The key question If God is all-powerful, all-knowing, and

all-good, why does evil exist? This question has since become a central topic in philosophical theology. --- Core Arguments in the Problem of

Evil The Logical Problem of Evil The logical formulation of the problem asserts that the coexistence of God and evil is logically impossible.

Its main claims are - Premise 1 An omnipotent, omnibenevolent deity would eliminate all evil. - Premise 2 Evil exists. - Conclusion

Therefore, such a deity does not exist. Philosophers like J.L. Mackie have argued that the existence of evil is incompatible with the classic

conception of God, emphasizing logical contradictions. The Evidential Problem of Evil Rather than asserting outright impossibility, the

evidential problem considers whether the presence and amount of evil make the existence of such a deity unlikely. It focuses on - The nature,

distribution, and intensity of evil. - The fact that much of evil appears unnecessary or gratuitous. This argument suggests that while not

impossible, the existence of an omnipotent, omnibenevolent God is improbable given the evidence of evil. --- Philosophical Responses to the

Problem of Evil Throughout history, various responses have emerged, each attempting to address the challenge from different angles. The

Free Will Defense One of the most influential responses, articulated notably by Alvin Plantinga, is the free will defense. - Core Idea Evil

results from free human choices. God values free will so highly The Problem Of Evil Philosophy 7 that he permits humans to choose evil,

believing that free will is a greater good. - Implication God could not create beings with genuine free will who always choose good, so the

existence of evil is a necessary consequence of creating free agents. Strengths - Explains moral evil as a product of human free will. -

Preserves the notion of an omnipotent and benevolent God. Limitations - Does not fully account for natural evil e.g., earthquakes, diseases

unrelated to human choices. - Some argue it shifts the problem rather than resolving it. The Soul-Making Theodicy Proposed by John Hick,

this approach suggests that evil and suffering serve a purpose in the development of moral and spiritual virtues. - Core Idea A world with

some evil is necessary for soul-making, allowing humans to develop virtues like courage, compassion, and patience. - Implication A world

without suffering might be less conducive to moral growth. Strengths - Provides a purpose for suffering. - Addresses natural evil more

convincingly. Limitations - Critics question whether all suffering contributes to soul-making or if some evil is gratuitous. - It may imply a

greater divine plan that is unknowable to humans. The Skeptical Theism Approach This perspective argues that humans are cognitively

limited and cannot grasp God's reasons for permitting evil. - Core Idea Just as a child cannot understand a parents decision, humans cannot

comprehend divine reasoning. - Implication The existence of evil does not disprove God's existence, as we lack the knowledge to judge

divine intentions. Strengths - Offers humility regarding human understanding. - Preserves belief in divine goodness. Limitations - Can lead

to a form of epistemic humility that questions the meaningfulness of religious claims. - Might be seen as an evasion rather than a solution. --

- Natural Evil and Its Challenges While moral evil stems from human actions, natural evil—such as natural disasters, diseases, and animal

suffering—poses a distinct challenge. Philosophers debate whether natural evil can be justified within the same frameworks. - The Problem

Natural disasters seem unnecessary for moral development and often cause indiscriminate suffering. - Responses - Some argue natural evil is
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a consequence of a universe governed by physical laws that allow for free and complex systems. - Others suggest that natural evil may serve

larger divine plans beyond human understanding. The Free Will and Natural Evil Dilemma One common critique is that the free will defense

primarily addresses moral evil, not natural evil. If natural evil results from natural laws, then the free will defense appears insufficient,

prompting further theological explanations. --- The Problem of Evil in Contemporary Philosophy In modern times, the problem of evil

remains a lively area of debate, intersecting with issues in ethics, metaphysics, and science. - Process Theology Some thinkers argue that

God is  not  omnipotent  in  the  traditional  sense,  but  rather  evolves  and suffers  with  creation,  challenging classical  notions  of  divine

omnipotence. - Open Theism Suggests that God does not have exhaustive knowledge of future free actions, which might account for the

presence of evil. - The Multiverse Hypothesis Some scientists and philosophers propose that our universe is one among many, with evil

serving as a necessary condition for the emergence of The Problem Of Evil Philosophy 8 complexity or consciousness. Implications for Faith

and Reason The problem of evil continues to influence religious belief and philosophical inquiry. - Faith-Based Responses Many believers

see evil as a test, a mystery, or a consequence of free will, maintaining faith despite the paradox. - Philosophical Skepticism Others argue

that the presence of evil undermines the rational justification for belief in an all-powerful, benevolent deity. --- Conclusion An Ongoing

Paradox The problem of evil philosophy remains a central and challenging issue, inviting ongoing debate and reflection. While various

solutions have been proposed—from free will defenses to soul-making theodicies—none have conclusively resolved the paradox. Instead, the

problem continues to serve as a profound inquiry into the nature of divinity, morality, and human existence. In grappling with this paradox,

philosophers and theologians confront fundamental questions Is divine omnipotence compatible with the imperfect world? Does the existence

of evil diminish the divine? Or does it, paradoxically, deepen our understanding of the divines nature? As long as evil persists, so too will the

philosophical quest to understand its place in the universe—and in our faith. theodicy, moral evil, natural evil, free will, divine justice,

inconsistent triad, omnipotence, omnibenevolence, skeptical theism, existential suffering
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William L. Rowe R. Douglas Geivett Peter van Inwagen İmge Oranlı Thomas Nys Peter Dews Henry John MacCloskey Andrew Michael

Flescher Andrew P. Chignell Elmar J. Kremer Proclus Marilyn McCord Adams

the blackwell companion to the problem of evil presents a collection of original essays providing both overview and insight clarifying and

evaluating the philosophical and theological problem of evil in its various contexts and manifestations features all original essays that explore

the various forms of the problems of evil offering theistic responses that attempt to explain evil as well as discussion of the challenges facing

such explanations includes section introductions with a historical essay that traces the developments of the issues explored acknowledges the

fact that there are many problems of evil some of which apply only to those who believe in concepts such as hell and some of which apply to

non theists represents views from the various religious traditions including hindu jewish christian and muslim

this collection of important writings fills the need for an anthology that adequately represents recent work on the problem of evil this is

perhaps one of the most discussed topics in the philosophy of religion and is of perennial interest to philosophers and theologians

svendsen has a way with words and unlike many writers of philosophy books is also blessed with a sly wit and a thorough knowledge of

popular culture phil miller the glasgow herald

this reader brings together primary sources from philosophy theology and literature to chart the many and changing ways evil has been

approached and understood and to examine the diverse implications it has had for belief and unbelief will fill a major gap in the publishing

market provides primary source readings for courses on religion and evil a key issue in religious thought this book will change the way the

subject is taught author is one of the brightest young religious philosophers in america

of all the issues in the philosophy of religion the problem of reconciling belief in god with evil in the world arguably commands more

attention than any other for over two decades michael l peterson s the problem of evil selected readings has been the most widely recognized

and used anthology on the subject peterson s expanded and updated second edition retains the key features of the original and presents the

main positions and strategies in the latest philosophical literature on the subject it will remain the most complete introduction to the subject as

well as a resource for advanced study peterson organizes his selection of classical and contemporary sources into four parts important

statements addressing the problem of evil from great literature and classical philosophy debates based on the logical evidential and existential

versions of the problem major attempts to square god s justice with the presence of evil such as augustinian irenaean process openness and

felix culpa theodicies and debates on the problem of evil covering such concepts as a best possible world natural evil and natural laws

gratuitous evil the skeptical theist defense and the bearing of biological evolution on the problem the second edition includes classical

excerpts from the book of job voltaire dostoevsky augustine aquinas leibniz and hume and twenty five essays that  have shaped the

contemporary discussion by j l mackie alvin plantinga william rowe marilyn adams john hick william hasker paul draper michael bergmann

eleonore stump peter van inwagen and numerous others whether a professional philosopher student or interested layperson the reader will be
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able to work through a number of issues related to how evil in the world affects belief in god

this concise well structured survey examines the problem of evil in the context of the philosophy of religion the main problem of evil consists

in reconciling belief in a just and loving god with the evil and suffering in the world michael peterson frames this issue by working through

questions such as the following what is the relation of rational belief to religious faith what different conceptual moves are possible on either

side of the issue what responses have important thinkers advanced and which seem most promising is it possible to maintain religious

commitment in light of evil the author relies on the helpful distinction between moral and natural evil to clarify our understanding of the

different aspects of the problem as well as avenues for response thus the reader of this book gains not only an intellectual grasp of the debate

over god and evil in professional philosophy but also the personal benefit of thinking through one of the most important issues in human life

this concise well structured survey examines the problem of evil in the context of the philosophy of religion one of the core topics in that field

the problem of evil is an enduring challenge that western philosophers have pondered for almost two thousand years the main problem of evil

consists in reconciling belief in a just and loving god with the evil and suffering in the world michael peterson frames this issue by working

through questions such as the following what is the relation of rational belief to religious faith what different conceptual moves are possible

on either side of the issue what responses have important thinkers advanced and which seem most promising is it possible to maintain

religious commitment in light of evil peterson relies on the helpful distinction between moral and natural evil to clarify our understanding of

the different aspects of the problem as well as avenues for response the overall format of the text rests on classifying various types of

argument from evil the logical the probabilistic the evidential and the existential arguments each type of argument has its own strategy which

both theists and nontheists must recognize and develop giving both theistic and nontheistic perspectives fair representation the text works

through the issues of whether evil shows theistic belief to be inconsistent improbable discredited by the evidence or threatened by personal

crisis peterson explains how defensive strategies are particularly geared for responding to the logical and probabilistic arguments from evil

while theodicy is an appropriate response to the evidential argument theodicy has traditionally been understood as the attempt to justify belief

in a god who is all powerful and all good in light of evil the text discusses the theodicies of augustine leibniz hick and whitehead as

enlightening examples of theodicy this discussion allows peterson to identify and evaluate a rather dominant theme in most theodicies that evil

can be justified by designating a greater good in the end peterson even explores how certain types of theodicy based on specifically christian

renditions of theism might provide a basis for addressing the existential problem of evil the reader of this book gains not only an intellectual

grasp of the debate over god and evil in professional philosophy but also the personal benefit of thinking through one of the most important

issues in human life provided by publisher

the most forceful philosophical objections to belief in god arise from the existence of evil bad things happen in the world and it is not clear

how this is compatible with the existence of an all powerful and perfectly loving being unsurprisingly then philosophers have formulated

powerful arguments for atheism based on the existence of apparently unjustified suffering these arguments give expression to what we call the

problem of evil this volume is an engaging introduction to the philosophical problem of evil daniel speak provides a clear overview of the
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main lines of reasoning in this debate and argues for the defensibility of theistic belief in the face of evil he fleshes out the distinction

between theodicy and defense and guides the reader through the logical evidential and hiddenness versions of the problem in an accessible

and beautifully written account speak describes the central issues surrounding the problem of evil in a way that clarifies both the complex

reasoning and specialised terminology of the topic the problem of evil is an ideal introduction to contemporary debates over one of the most

gripping perennial questions read either on its own or alongside the primary materials it deftly covers students and scholars will find this

volume a terrific resource for understanding the challenges to religious belief raised by evil

god and the problem of evil brings together influential essays on the question of whether the amount of seemingly pointless malice and

suffering in our world counts against the rationality of belief in god a being who is said to be all powerful all knowing and perfectly good

how to reconcile the existence of evil with the belief in a benevolent god has long posed a philosophical problem to the system of christian

theism this work redress this difficulty in modern terms

it is generally supposed that the fact that the world contains a vast amount of suffering much of it truly horrible suffering confronts those who

believe in an all powerful and benevolent creator with a serious problem to explain why such a creator would permit this many reflective

people are convinced that the problem the problem of evil is insoluble the reasons that underlie this conviction can be formulated as a

powerful argument for the non existence of god the so called argument from evil if there were a god he would not permit the existence of vast

amounts of truly horrible suffering since such suffering exists there is no god peter van inwagen examines this argument which he regards as

a paradigmatically philosophical argument his conclusion is that like most philosophical arguments it is a failure he seeks to demonstrate not

that god exists but the fact that the world contains a vast amount of suffering does not show that god does not exist along the way he

discusses a wide range of topics of interest to philosophers and theologians such as the concept of god what might be meant by describing a

philosophical argument as a failure the distinction between versions of the argument from evil that depend on the vast amount of evil in the

world and versions of the argument that depend on a particular evil such as the lisbon earthquake or the death of a fawn in a forest fire the

free will defense animal suffering and the problem of the hiddenness of god

this book develops an interdisciplinary framework rooted in philosophy for addressing the political evils experienced around the world

drawing on resources mainly from philosophy and historical studies it argues for the relationality and continuity between political evils using

the armenian genocide and the shoah as main examples the book begins by unpacking a series of limiting assumptions that define the

philosophical study of evil these assumptions crystallize in the idea that evil is an inscrutable phenomenon what the author calls the paradigm

of evil s inscrutability tracing this paradigm through the legacies of five key philosophers plato augustine kant arendt and levinas the author

shows that by the time we arrive at 20th century the framing of political evils like the shoah as inscrutable and exceptional is profoundly

constraining it erases shaoh s continuity and connection with other atrocities including the 1915 armenian genocide the book next turns to

practices and ideologies that connect the armenian genocide to the shoah to propose an alternative paradigm for thinking about evil a



The Problem Of Evil Philosophy

9 The Problem Of Evil Philosophy

paradigm of the continuity of  evils  offering this  paradigm to readers  in philosophy and adjacent  disciplines the author explores the

relationality between the armenian genocide and the shoah but also between turkish genocide denialism and a contemporary case of racist

evildoing against armenians in turkey shifting the discussion of political evil in a direction that aims to turn overlooked evils around the world

into objects of philosophical thinking shifting paradigms of evil in philosophy will appeal to researchers and graduate students working in

continental philosophy social and political philosophy history of philosophy ethics political theory genocide studies and holocaust studies

why ought we concern ourselves with understanding a concept of evil it is an elusive and politically charged concept which critics argue has

no explanatory power and is a relic of a superstitious and primitive religious past yet its widespread use persists today we find it invoked by

politicians judges journalists and many others to express the view that certain actions persons institutions or ideologies are not just morally

problematic but require a special signifier to mark them out from the ordinary and commonplace therefore the question of what a concept of

evil could mean and how it fits into our moral vocabulary remains an important and pressing concern the routledge handbook of the

philosophy of evil provides an outstanding overview and exploration of these issues and more bringing together an international team of

scholars working on the concept of evil its 27 chapters cover the crucial discussions and arguments both historical and contemporary that are

needed to properly understand the historical development and complexity of the concept of evil the handbook is divided into three parts

historical explorations of evil recent secular explorations of evil evil and other issues the routledge handbook of the philosophy of evil is

essential reading for students and researchers in the fields of ethics and philosophy of psychology it also provides important insights and

background for anyone exploring the concept of evil in related subjects such as literature politics and religion

this timely book by philosopher peter dews explores the idea of evil one of the most problematic terms in the contemporary moral vocabulary

surveys the intellectual debate on the nature of evil over the past two hundred years engages with a broad range of discourses and thinkers

from kant and the german idealists via schopenhauer and nietzsche to levinas and adorno suggests that the concept of moral evil touches on a

neuralgic point in western culture argues that despite the widespread abuse and political manipulation of the term evil we cannot do without it

concludes that if we use the concept of evil we must acknowledge its religious dimension

the idea of moral evil has always held a special place in philosophy and theology because the existence of evil has implications for the dignity

of the human and the limits of human action andrew m flescher proposes four interpretations of evil drawing on philosophical and theological

sources and using them to trace through history the moral traditions that are associated with them the first model evil as the presence of

badness offers a traditional dualistic model represented by manicheanism the second evil leading to goodness through suffering presents a

theological interpretation known as theodicy absence of badness that is evil as a social construction is the third model the fourth evil as the

absence of goodness describes when evil exists in lieu of the good the privation thesis staked out nearly two millennia ago by christian

theologian st augustine flescher extends this fourth model evil as privation into a fifth which incorporates a virtue ethic drawing original

connections between augustine and aristotle flescher s fifth model emphasizes the formation of altruistic habits that can lead us to better moral
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choices throughout our lives flescher eschews the temptation to think of human agents who commit evil as outside the norm of human

experience instead through the honing of moral skills and the practice of attending to the needs of others to a greater degree than we currently

do flescher offers a plausible and hopeful approach to the reality of moral evil

the code of conduct for a leading tech company famously says don t be evil but what exactly is evil is it just badness by another name the

shadow side of good or is it something more substantive a malevolent force or power at work in the universe these are some of the

ontological questions that philosophers have grappled with for centuries but evil also raises perplexing epistemic and psychological questions

can we really know evil does a victim know evil differently than a perpetrator or witness what motivates evil doers satan s rebellion iago s

machinations and stalin s genocides may be hard to understand in terms of ordinary reasons intentions beliefs and desires but what about the

more banal evils performed by technocrats in a collective how do we make sense of adolf eichmann s self conception as just an effective

bureaucrat deserving of a promotion evil a history collects thirteen essays that tell the story of evil in western thought starting with its origins

in ancient hebrew wisdom literature and classical greek drama all the way to darwinism and holocaust theory thirteen interspersed reflections

contextualize philosophical developments by looking at evil through the eyes of animals poets mystics witches librettists film directors and

even a tech product manager evil a history will enlighten readers about one of the most alluring and difficult topics in philosophy and

intellectual life and will challenge their assumptions about the very nature of evil

many distinct controvertial issues are to be found within the labyrinthine twists and turns of the problem of evil for philosophers of the

seventeenth and early eighteenth centures evil presented a challenge to the consistency and rationality of the world picture disclosed by the

new way of ideas in dealing with this challenge however philosophers were also concerned with their positions in the theological debates

about original sin free will and justification that were the legacy of the protestant reformation to european intellectual life emerging from a

conference on the problem of evil in the early modern period held at the university of toronto in 1999 the papers in this collection represent

some of the best original work being done today on the theodicies of such early modern philosophers as leibniz suarez spinoza malebranche

and pierre bayle

he also protected higher causes from responsibility by saying that evil may result from a combination of goods proclus objects evil is real and

not the mere privation of form rather it is a parasite feeding off good parasites have no proper cause and higher beings are thus vindicated as

being the causes only of the good off which evil feeds book jacket

if you thought nothing new could come of the stalled stale debates in analytic philosophy over the problem of evil think again with

characteristic elegance and precision marilyn mccord adams decisively advances the discussion by including overlooked problems notably the

horrendous evils of her title and overlooked resources from the bible and the history of christian thought kathryn tanner university of chicago

when confronted by horrendous evil even the most pious believer may question not only life s worth but also god s power and goodness a

distinguished philosopher and a practicing minister marilyn mccord adams has written a highly original work on a fundamental dilemma of
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christian thought how to reconcile faith in god with the evils that afflict human beings adams argues that much of the discussion in analytic

philosophy of religion over the last forty years has offered too narrow an understanding of the problem the ground rules accepted for the

discussion have usually led philosophers to avert their gaze from the worst horrendous evils and their devastating impact on human lives they

have agreed to debate the issue on the basis of religion neutral values and have focused on morals an approach that adams claims is

inadequate for formulating and solving the problem of horrendous evils she emphasizes instead the fruitfulness of other evaluative categories

such as purity and defilement honor and shame and aesthetics if redirected philosophical reflection on evil can adams s book demonstrates

provide a valuable approach not only to theories of god and evil but also to pastoral care
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