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volume 2 of the great works of the human spirit presents the outlines of a better
world it examines the utopian systems that progressive thinkers have developed
in the fields of medicine painting opera poetry and ultimately philosophy

this book provides a comprehensive introduction to and overview of the life and
philosophy of ernst bloch bloch has had a strange fate in the english speaking
world he wrote his famous three volume opus the principle of hope while living in
exile in the united states from 1938 to 1940 it was first published however in east
germany in the 1950s after he had returned to europe and became a professor of
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philosophy  at  the  university  of  leipzig  gradually  his  other  numerous  works
became better known and widespread in europe and scholars in the us and uk
started to take note of his works yet he has still remained a somewhat neglected
figure in the humanities while this book does not set out to entirely rectify this
neglect it does offer readers an introduction to bloch s works and the opportunity
to  understand  more  about  the  importance  of  utopian  thought  through  an
exploration  of  some  of  bloch  s  more  controversial  communist  leanings  and
relationship to the soviet union a study of bloch s utopian quest and even a
comparison with j  r r tolkien this comprehensive study demonstrates just how
interesting a figure ernst bloch really was and how his philosophy of hope has laid
the basis for secular humanism

the concept of hope was central to the german philosopher ernst bloch s work
here leading thinkers in utopian studies consider the insights that his work might
offer the contemporary moment

the principle of hope is one of the great works of the human spirit it is a critical
history of the utopian vision and a profound exploration of the possible reality of
utopia even as the world has rejected the doctrine on which bloch sought to base
his utopia his work still challenges us to think more insightfully about our own
visions of  a better world the principle of  hope is  published in three volumes
volume 1 lays the foundations of the philosophy of process and introduces the
idea of the not yet conscious the anticipatory element that bloch sees as central
to  human  thought  it  also  contains  a  remarkable  account  of  the  aesthetic
interpretations  of  utopian wishful  images  in  fairy  tales  popular  fiction  travel
theater dance and the cinema volume 2 presents the outlines of a better world it
examines the utopian systems that progressive thinkers have developed in the
fields of medicine painting opera poetry and ultimately philosophy it is nothing
less than an encyclopedic account of utopian thought from the greeks to the
present volume 3 offers a prescription for ways in which humans can reach their
proper homeland where social justice is coupled with an openness to change and
to the future

essays in aesthetics by the philosopher ernst bloch that belong to the tradition of
cultural  criticism  represented  by  georg  lukács  theodor  adorno  and  walter
benjamin the aesthetic essays of the philosopher ernst bloch 1885 1977 belong to
the  rich  tradition  of  cultural  criticism  represented  by  georg  lukács  theodor
adorno and walter benjamin bloch was a significant creative source for these
thinkers and his impact is nowhere more evident than in writings on art bloch was
fascinated with art as a reflection of both social realities and human dreams
whether he is discussing architecture or detective novels the theme that drives his
work is always the same the striving for something better for a homeland that is
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more socially aware more humane more just the book opens with an illuminating
discussion between bloch and adorno on the meaning of utopia then follow twelve
essays written between 1930 and 1973 on topics such as aesthetic theory genres
such as music painting theater film opera poetry and the novel and perhaps most
important popular culture in the form of fairy tales detective stories and dime
novels  the mit  press has previously  published ernst  bloch s  natural  law and
human dignity and his magnum opus the principle of hope the utopian function
of art and literature is included in the series studies in contemporary german
social thought edited by thomas mccarthy

theories  of  hope  exploring  affective  dimensions  of  human  experience  is  a
collection of essays dedicated to inquiring into the nature of hope in its multiple
and varied guises looking specifically at the ways in which some experiences of
hope emerge within contexts of marginalization transgression and inquiry this
volume seeks to explore the experiences of  hope through a lens of  its  more
challenging aspects

few reference works in philosophy have articles on hope few also are systematic
or large scale philosophical studies of hope hope is admitted to be important in
people s lives but as a topic for study hope has largely been left to psychologists
and theologians for the most part philosophers treat hope en passant my aim is
to  outline  a  general  theory  of  hope  to  explore  its  structure  forms  goals
reasonableness and implications and to trace the implications of such a theory
for atheism or theism what has been written is quite disparate some see hope in
an individualistic often existential way and some in a social and political way hope
is proposed by some as essentially atheistic and by others as incomprehensible
outside of one or another kind of theism is it possible to think consistently and at
the same time comprehensively about the phenomenon of human hoping or is it
several phenomena how could there be such diverse understandings of so central
a human experience on what rational basis could people differ over whether hope
is linked to god what i offer here is a systematic analysis but one worked out in
dialogue with ernst bloch immanuel kant and gabriel marcel ernst bloch of course
was a  marxist  and officially  an atheist  gabriel  marcel  a  christian  theist  and
immanuel kant was a theist but not in a conventional way

this book proposes that new music technologies attract unconscious desires for
socialism and collectivity enabling millions of people living under capitalism to
dream of repressed social alternatives grounded in the philosophical writings of
ernst bloch and walter benjamin the book examines file sharing technologies
streaming services and media players as well as their historical antecedents such
as  the  player  piano  cassette  tape  radio  and  compact  disc  alongside
interpretations of fiction memoir and albums through the concept of wish images
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the unconscious hopes and desires for social alternatives that gather around new
technologies the book identifies the repressed pre and post capitalist urges that
attend our music technologies while these desires typically remain unconscious
and tend to pass away not only unmet but also unrecognized hope and wish
image in music technology attempts to bring wishes for social alternatives to the
surface at an auspicious moment of technological transition

in  a  virtuoso display  of  erudition  thoughtfulness  and humour  terry  eagleton
teases apart the concept of hope as it has been often mistakenly conceptualised
over six millennia from ancient greece to today he distinguishes hope from simple
optimism cheeriness desire idealism or adherence to the doctrine of progress
bringing into focus a standpoint that requires reflection and commitment arises
from clear sighted rationality can be cultivated by practice and self discipline and
which acknowledges but refuses to capitulate to the realities of failure and defeat
authentic  hope is  indubitably  tragic  yet  eagleton also  argues  for  its  radical
implications  as  a  species  of  permanent  revolution  whose  enemy is  as  much
political complacency as metaphysical despair it is a means of facing the future
without  devaluing  the  moment  or  obviating  the  past  traversing  centuries  of
thought about the many modes of hoping from ernst bloch s monumental work
through the stoics aquinas marx and kierkegaard among others this penetrating
book throws new light on religious faith and political ideology as well as issues
such as the problem of evil the role of language and the meaning of the past
hope without optimism is a brilliantly engaged impassioned chronicle of human
belief and desire in an increasingly uncertain world

the essays gathered here recommend the work of ernest bloch as a challenge to
older  models  of  historical  materialism  and  utopian  emancipation  and  give
specific examples of how bloch s work can contribute to current debates about
utopia  nationalism  collective  memory  and  the  complex  relationship  between
ideology and everyday life

hope and future are not the terms with which james joyce has usually been read
but this book paints a picture of joyce s fiction in which hope and future assume
the primary colours rando explores how joyce s texts as early as dubliners and a
portrait of the artist as a young man delineate a complex hope that is oriented
toward the future with restlessness dissatisfaction and invention he examines how
joyce envisions alternatives to the prevailing conventions of hope throughout his
works  and  in  ulysses  and  finnegans  wake  develops  formal  techniques  of
spatializing hope to contemplate it from all sides casting fresh light on the ways in
which hope animates key aspects of joyce s approach to literary content and form
rando moves beyond the limitations of negative critique and literary historicism
to present a joyce who thinks agilely about the future politics and possibility
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ernst  bloch  was  one  of  the  most  original  and  influential  of  contemporary
european thinkers leaving his mark in fields ranging from philosophy and social
theory  to  aesthetics  and theology this  book represents  a  unique attempt  to
reconcile  the  traditional  oppositions  of  the  natural  law  and  social  utopian
traditions providing basic insights into the meaning of human rights in a socialist
society
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