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the first volume to explore various facets of contemporary change in consecrated religious life in selected central and eastern
european countries this book presents a series of studies of catholic and orthodox monasticism with attention to changes in the
economy everyday life organisation and social presence of monastic orders contributors shed light on the impact of 20th and 21st
century social and cultural processes such as communism and its collapse or the growth of new communication technologies on life
in the cloister bringing together research from various locations in central and eastern europe it will appeal to scholars and
students of sociology religious studies and theology with interests in religious orders and transformations of religious life from a
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social perspective

the genesis of this volume lies in the online conference held by nottingham trent university in 2022 this was the eighth in the series
of military orders conferences organised since 1992 the conference fostered rich exchange and debate as reflected in the twenty
three chapters in this book the military orders volume viii organised around five thematic axes interactions administration religion
perceptions and approaches offers a broad coverage in terms of geographical variety chronological spread and thematic focus as
well as a wide variety of approaches and methodologies as such this book shows the dynamism of the study of the military orders a
subject of continued scholarly focus and widespread popular interest and holds the promise for many more exciting initiatives in
the future this book will appeal to students and scholars alike interested in the military religious orders and the crusades as well as
all those interested more generally in the medieval and early modern world

in their introduction to this handbook the editors affirm many sociologists have come to realise that it makes no sense now to omit
religion from the repertoire of social scientific explanations of social life i wholeheartedly agree i also suggest that this wide
ranging set of essays should become a starting point for such enquiries each chapter is clear comprehensive and well structured
making the handbook a real asset for all those engaged in the field grace davie university of exeter serious social scientists who
care about making sense of the world can no longer ignore the fact that religious beliefs and practices are an important part of
this world this handbook is a valuable resource for specialists and amateurs alike the editors have done an exceptionally fine job of
incorporating topics that illuminate the range and diversity of religion and its continuing significance throughout the world robert
wuthnow princeton university at a time when religions are increasingly affecting and affected by life beyond the narrowly sacred
sphere religion everywhere seems to be caught up in change and conflict in the midst of this contention and confusion the
sociology of religion provides a rich source of understanding and explanation this handbook presents an unprecedentedly
comprehensive assessment of the field both where it has been and where it is headed like its many distinguished contributors its
topics and their coverage are truly global in their reach the handbook s 35 chapters are organized into eight sections basic
theories and debates methods of studying religion social forms and experiences of religion issues of power and control in religious
organizations religion and politics individual religious behaviour in social context religion self identity and the life course and case
studies of china eastern europe israel japan and mexico each chapter establishes benchmarks for the state of sociological thinking
about religion in the 2Ist century and provides a rich bibliography for pursuing its subject further overall the handbook stretches
the field conceptually methodologically comparatively and historically an indispensable source of guidance and insight for both
students and scholars choice outstanding academic title 2009

scholarly interest and popular interest in the military orders show no sign of abating their history stretches from the early twelfth
century to the present they were among the richest and most powerful religious corporations in pre reformation europe and they
founded their own states on rhodes and malta and also on the baltic coast historians of the church of art and architecture of
agriculture and banking of medicine and warfare and of european expansion can all benefit from investigating the orders and
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their archives the conferences on their history that have been organized in london every four years have attracted scholars from all
over the world the present volume records the proceedings of the fifth conference in 2009 held in cardiff as the london venue was
in the process of refurbishment and like the earlier volumes in the series will prove essential for anyone interested in the current
state of research into these powerful institutions the thirty eight papers published here represent a selection of those delivered at
the conference three papers deal with the recent archaeological investigations at the hospitaller castle at al marqab syria others
examine aspects of the history of the military orders in the latin east and the mediterranean lands in spain and portugal in the
british isles and in northern and eastern europe the final two papers address the question of present day perceptions of the
templars as moulded by the sort of popular literature that most of the other contributors would normally keep at arm s length

over ten years in the making the encyclopedia of the stone campbell movement offers for the first time a sweeping historical and
theological treatment of this complex vibrant global communion written by more than 300 contributors this major reference work
contains over 700 original articles covering all of the significant individuals events places and theological tenets that have shaped
the movement much more than simply a historical dictionary this volume also constitutes an interpretive work reflecting historical
consensus among stone campbell scholars even as it attempts to present a fair representative picture of the rich heritage that is
the stone campbell movement book jacket
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