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written with precision and flair by a host of leading academics from beijing and hong kong this single volume is a welcome addition to the
study of world civilizations a broad yet detailed chronological sweep through time every aspect of chinese civilization is explained
interpreted contextualized and brought to life with well balanced commentary and photographic documentation published by city university
of hong kong press 香港城市大學出版社出版

in an extraordinary feat of synthesis patricia buckley ebrey a leading scholar of china gives an engaging full gloriously illustrated account
of over 8000 years of chinese civilization from prehistoric times through the rise of confucianism buddhism and the imperial dynasties to
the modern communist state in addition she explores the different factors and forces ideas and inventions events and leaders that have
shaped the remarkable chinese civilization we know today including the technological advances the population explosion and the turmoil
of the cultural revolution everything appears from the influence of leading chinese historians poets novelists and dramatists to the impact
of key philosophical and religious ideas art forms family patterns and the mongul manchu and western intrusions

journey across epic china through millennia of early innovation to modern dominance the shortest history books deliver thousands of years
of history in one riveting fast paced read as we enter the asian century china demands our attention for being an economic powerhouse a
beacon of rapid modernization and an assertive geopolitical player to understand the nation behind the headlines we must take in its
vibrant  tumultuous past  a  story  of  larger  than life  characters  philosophical  arguments  and political  intrigues military  conflicts  and social
upheavals artistic invention and technological innovation the shortest history of china charts a path from china s tribal origins through its
storied imperial era and up to the modern communist party under xi jinping including the rarely told story of women in china and the
specters of corruption and disunity that continue to haunt the people s republic today a master storyteller and exacting historian linda jaivin
distills this vast history into a short riveting account that today s globally minded readers will find indispensable the shortest history books
deliver thousands of years of history in one riveting fast paced read 1 bestseller in student travel guides
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ing 08 review quote

the present volume professes to give the history of china in a form that is new to the english reader it is not a compilation gathered from
all kinds of sources but a reproduction from the original of the standard history of china that work and the writings of confucius and
mencius are the only authentic sources from whence the story of the empire can possibly be obtained many writers during the long ages
of the past have written the history of their times but they are unreliable and valuable only in so far as they agree with the accounts
contained in the above standard work preface

this short history of china includes a new preface additional illustrations and a more reader friendly format

the lives of emperors the great battles this or the other famous deed matter less to us than the discovery of the great forces that underlie
these features and govern the human element only when we have knowledge of those forces and counter forces can we realize the
significance of the great personalities who have emerged in china from the introduction a radical new look at the history of the nation that
may well shape the course of the 21st century this significant exploration of china s past breaks with scholarly traditions to approach its
subject with a fresh eye one that relies less on romanticized mythologies of godlike emperors and more on modern archaeological
discoveries  and  new  fluid  theories  of  ethnography  and  anthropology  first  published  in  1950  a  history  of  china  is  still  one  of  the  best
sources for understanding the culture and peoples who today are increasingly influencing global society wolfram eberhard 1909 1989 was
born in germany traveled extensively in asia from 1948 to 1976 he was a professor of sociology at the university of california at berkeley
among his many works examining chinese folklore fiction culture and history are a dictionary of chinese symbols and china s minorities
yesterday and today
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chinese society and culture are evolving with a booming economy expansion production of consumer and industrial goods and a growing
influence upon the world the history of china allows readers to delve into the rich history of this powerful nation china is both the world s
oldest continuing civilization and an emerging global super power over the last two millennia this rich and complex nation has often been
the wealthiest and most populous country on earth and within a few decades china may surpass all other nations as the most powerful in
the world in  this  third edition of  the history of  china readers will  find a general  survey of  china s long history ranging from accounts of
ancient chinese civilization to individual dynasties and its whirlwind transition to modernity and belated arrival into the international
community an extensive new chapter discusses the emergence of xi jinping as china s paramount leader and the bold new directions in
which he is taking the country and offers some speculations or predictions about where china is headed in the future a timeline appendix
of notable people in the history of china and bibliography are updated ideal for high school and undergraduate students this volume offers
a lively engaging narrative of the rich history of chinese civilization through present day

an  authoritative  and  exquisitely  written  guardian  account  of  five  thousand  years  of  chinese  history  many  nations  define  themselves  in
terms of territory or people china defines itself in terms of history taking into account the country s unrivaled voluminous tradition of history
writing john keay has composed a vital and illuminating overview of the nation s complex and vivid past keay s authoritative history
examines 5 000 years in china from the time of the three dynasties through chairman mao and the recent economic transformation of the
country crisp judicious and engaging china is the classic single volume history for anyone seeking to understand the present and future of
this immensely powerful nation

a critical new interpretation of the early history of chinese civilization based on the most recent scholarship and archaeological discoveries

a deeper look into one of the most powerful countries in the world to know the past and that of other people is to know yourself walter t k
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nugentmost of us know that china is swiftly becoming a greater superpower on the world stage join this quest to find the secret behind its
infamous global influence get ready to immerse yourself in a history filled with great stories some even be unheard of before now history
of china history of an empire a historical overview of china east asia including ancient china communism capitalism is the source for a
deep dive into all things china it covers the important events people and places that played a huge role in its notability here s what you ll
find inside timeline of ancient china the imperial dynastiesthe threat that was genghis khanthe rise and fall of communismchina s role on
the global chessboardchina s state controlled mediathe transforming chinese industrieshistory of chinese languageand so much more
have burning questions about specific events from the history of china well this book will provide you with all the information you need to
gain a deeper understanding learning is always fun and when you get your own copy of this book you ll gain full access to a ton of other
relevant details that will have chinese history leaping off of the page so what are you waiting for

originally published in 1897 this early works on a history of china is a comprehensive and informative look at the subject and will appeal to
any historian chapters include chronology and early history foreign intercourse with china origin of the first war with england the opium war
the tai ping rebellion the second anglo chinese war the administration of the empresses and narrative of recent events many of the earliest
books particularly those dating back to the 1900 s and before are now extremely scarce and increasingly expensive we are republishing
these classic works in affordable high quality modern editions using the original text and artwork

chinese history is packed with dramatic stories of individuals including the prominent emperors generals scholars and artists and the
humble peasants artisans mothers courtesans and concubines in this history of china from neolithic times to the present paul ropp uses
the stories of people groups and individuals to illustrate key themes of china s political social and cultural history

discover the complexity of china s past with this multi faceted portrayal of the storied nation from a leading expert in the field the newly
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revised second edition of a history of china delivers a comprehensive treatment of the political economic social and cultural history of
china that covers all  major events and trends that have shaped the country over the centuries the book is written in a clear and
uncomplicated style sure to be of assistance to undergraduate students with little prior background knowledge in the subject matter the
text examines chinese history through a global lens to better understand how foreign influences affected domestic policies and practices it
includes discussions of the roles played by non chinese ethnic groups in china like the tibetans and uyghurs and the mongol and manchu
rulers who held power in china for several centuries the distinguished author takes pains to incorporate the perspectives and narratives of
people traditionally left out of chinese history including women peasants merchants and artisans readers will also enjoy the inclusion of a
thorough introduction  to  early  and  ancient  chinese  history  including  classical  china  the  first  chinese  empires  and  religious  and political
responses to the period between 220 and 581 ce an exploration of the restoration of empire under sui and tang as well as post tang
society and glorious song a discussion of china and the mongol world including mongol rule in china and the isolationism and involvement
on the global stage of the ming dynasty a treatment of china in global history including the qing era the republican period and the
communist era perfect for undergraduate students of courses on chinese history and central asian history the second edition of a history
of china will  also earn a place in the libraries of students studying global history and related classes in history departments and
departments of asian studies the blackwell history of the world series the goal of this ambitious series is to provide an accessible source of
knowledge about the entire human past for every curious person in every part of the world it will comprise some two dozen volumes of
which some provide synoptic views of the history of particular regions while others consider the world as a whole during a particular period
of time the volumes are narrative in form giving balanced attention to social and cultural history in the broadest sense as well as to
institutional  development and political  change each provides a systematic account of  a very large subject  but  they are also both
imaginative and interpretative the series is intended to be accessible to the widest possible readership and the accessibility of its volumes
is matched by the style of presentation and production
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a  single  volume  history  of  china  offering  a  look  into  the  past  of  the  global  superpower  and  its  significance  today  michael  wood  has
travelled the length and breadth of china the world s oldest civilization and longest lasting state to tell a thrilling story of intense drama
fabulous creativity and deep humanity that stretches back thousands of years after a century and a half of foreign invasion civil war and
revolution china has once again returned to center stage as a global superpower and the world s second largest economy but how did it
become so dominant wood argues that in order to comprehend the great significance of china today we must begin with its history the
story of china takes a fresh look at the middle kingdom in the light of the recent massive changes inside the country taking into account
exciting new archeological discoveries the book begins with china s prehistory the early dynasties the origins of the chinese state and the
roots of chinese culture in the age of confucius wood looks at particular periods and themes that are now being reevaluated by historians
such as the renaissance of the song with its brilliant scientific discoveries he paints a vibrant picture of the qing empire in the 18th century
just before the european impact a time when china s rich and diverse culture was at its height then wood explores the encounter with the
west the opium wars the clashes with the british and the extraordinarily rich debates in the late 19th century that pushed china along the
path to modernity finally he provides a clear up to date account of post 1949 china including revelations about the 1989 crisis based on
newly leaked inside documents and fresh insights into the new order of president xi jinping all woven together with landscape history and
the author s own travel journals the story of china is the indispensable book about the most intriguing and powerful country on the world
stage today
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Where can I buy The Open Empire A History1.
Of China Through 1600 books? Bookstores:
Physical bookstores like Barnes & Noble,
Waterstones, and independent local stores.
Online Retailers: Amazon, Book Depository,
and various online bookstores offer a wide
range of books in physical and digital formats.

What are the different book formats available?2.
Hardcover: Sturdy and durable, usually more
expensive. Paperback: Cheaper, lighter, and
more portable than hardcovers. E-books:
Digital books available for e-readers like

Kindle or software like Apple Books, Kindle,
and Google Play Books.

How do I choose a The Open Empire A History3.
Of China Through 1600 book to read? Genres:
Consider the genre you enjoy (fiction, non-
fiction, mystery, sci-fi, etc.).
Recommendations: Ask friends, join book
clubs, or explore online reviews and
recommendations. Author: If you like a
particular author, you might enjoy more of their
work.

How do I take care of The Open Empire A4.
History Of China Through 1600 books?
Storage: Keep them away from direct sunlight
and in a dry environment. Handling: Avoid
folding pages, use bookmarks, and handle
them with clean hands. Cleaning: Gently dust
the covers and pages occasionally.

Can I borrow books without buying them?5.
Public Libraries: Local libraries offer a wide
range of books for borrowing. Book Swaps:
Community book exchanges or online

platforms where people exchange books.

How can I track my reading progress or6.
manage my book collection? Book Tracking
Apps: Goodreads, LibraryThing, and Book
Catalogue are popular apps for tracking your
reading progress and managing book
collections. Spreadsheets: You can create your
own spreadsheet to track books read, ratings,
and other details.

What are The Open Empire A History Of China7.
Through 1600 audiobooks, and where can I
find them? Audiobooks: Audio recordings of
books, perfect for listening while commuting or
multitasking. Platforms: Audible, LibriVox, and
Google Play Books offer a wide selection of
audiobooks.

How do I support authors or the book industry?8.
Buy Books: Purchase books from authors or
independent bookstores. Reviews: Leave
reviews on platforms like Goodreads or
Amazon. Promotion: Share your favorite books
on social media or recommend them to friends.
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Are there book clubs or reading communities I9.
can join? Local Clubs: Check for local book
clubs in libraries or community centers. Online
Communities: Platforms like Goodreads have
virtual book clubs and discussion groups.

Can I read The Open Empire A History Of10.
China Through 1600 books for free? Public
Domain Books: Many classic books are
available for free as theyre in the public
domain. Free E-books: Some websites offer
free e-books legally, like Project Gutenberg or
Open Library.

Introduction

The digital age has revolutionized the way
we read, making books more accessible
than ever. With the rise of ebooks, readers
can now carry entire libraries in their
pockets. Among the various sources for
ebooks, free ebook sites have emerged as
a popular choice. These sites offer a

treasure trove of knowledge and
entertainment without the cost. But what
makes these sites so valuable, and where
can you find the best ones? Let's dive into
the world of free ebook sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading, free ebook sites
offer numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save you money.
Buying books can be expensive, especially
if you're an avid reader. Free ebook sites
allow you to access a vast array of books
without spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility.

Whether you're at home, on the go, or
halfway around the world, you can access
your favorite titles anytime, anywhere,
provided you have an internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices available is
astounding. From classic literature to
contemporary novels, academic texts to
children's books, free ebook sites cover all
genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free ebook sites, but a
few stand out for their quality and range of
offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in offering
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free ebooks. With over 60,000 titles, this site
provides a wealth of classic literature in the
public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage for
every book ever published. It offers millions
of free ebooks, making it a fantastic
resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to search and
preview millions of books from libraries and
publishers worldwide. While not all books
are available for free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free
ebooks in various genres. The site is user-

friendly and offers books in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks and
business books, making it an excellent
resource for students and professionals.

How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to
avoid pirated content and protect your
devices.

Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're not
downloading pirated content. Pirated
ebooks not only harm authors and
publishers but can also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep
your devices updated to protect against
malware that can be hidden in downloaded
files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when
downloading ebooks. Ensure the site has
the right to distribute the book and that
you're not violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites for
Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for
educational purposes.
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Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open
Library offer numerous academic resources,
including textbooks and scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills,
from cooking to programming, making these
sites great for personal development.

Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook
sites provide a wealth of educational
materials for different grade levels and
subjects.

Genres Available on Free Ebook

Sites

The diversity of genres available on free
ebook sites ensures there's something for
everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary
bestsellers, the fiction section is brimming
with options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find
biographies, self-help books, historical
texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide
range of subjects, helping reduce the

financial burden of education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora of
children's books, from picture books to
young adult novels.

Accessibility Features of Ebook
Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that
enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are
great for those who prefer listening to
reading.
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Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your
reading comfort, making it easier for those
with visual impairments.

Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert
written text into audio, providing an
alternative way to enjoy books.

Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook
Experience

To make the most out of your ebook
reading experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a
smartphone, choose a device that offers a

comfortable reading experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your ebook
collection, making it easy to find and access
your favorite titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync
your library across multiple devices, so you
can pick up right where you left off, no
matter which device you're using.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites come
with challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and
sometimes the quality of the digital copy
can be poor.

Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks
you download, limiting sharing and
transferring between devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks
requires an internet connection, which can
be a limitation in areas with poor
connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook
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sites as technology continues to advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely make
accessing and reading ebooks even more
seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally
will help more people benefit from free
ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more
digitized, free ebook sites will play an
increasingly vital role in learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an
incredible opportunity to access a wide
range of books without the financial burden.
They are invaluable resources for readers
of all ages and interests, providing
educational materials, entertainment, and
accessibility features. So why not explore
these sites and discover the wealth of
knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free
ebook sites are legal. They typically offer
books that are in the public domain or have
the rights to distribute them. How do I know

if an ebook site is safe? Stick to well-known
and reputable sites like Project Gutenberg,
Open Library, and Google Books. Check
reviews and ensure the site has proper
security measures. Can I download ebooks
to any device? Most free ebook sites offer
downloads in multiple formats, making them
compatible with various devices like e-
readers, tablets, and smartphones. Do free
ebook sites offer audiobooks? Many free
ebook sites offer audiobooks, which are
perfect for those who prefer listening to their
books. How can I support authors if I use
free ebook sites? You can support authors
by purchasing their books when possible,
leaving reviews, and sharing their work with
others.
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