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jadeite objets d art indeed the last great aesthetic discovery of the emporer gianlong reigning from
1736 to 1796 hidden high amid the impenetrable forested hills of remotest myanmar only decades
later in 1863 would the french mineralogist alexis damour name the stone jadeite this stone
emerged in interesting times an artistic golden age the historical carvings of china for nearly
seven millennia had given way to a new era by 1880 impressionism though disdained early in its
day was well entrenched within the artistic milieu affluent british americans and to a lesser extent
the continental europeans the commercial class if you will demanded new ideas and ornate
objects looking to decoration as a mark at once of quality and change with centuries of training
and skills in the arts and crafts chinese artisans developed a unique design and style in effect an
infrastructure that aesthetically captured the romance and mystery of the orient and comfortably
served as the backdrop for ¢ arved flowers and dragons alike in rare and important jadeite
carvings carvings of both cabochons and cabinet pieces the best of both were frequently glorified
in opulent settings and homes of the affluent a fashion trend that continued for decades
concentrated as to its high season from 1900 to 1920 yet ranging from perhaps as early as 1880
to 1940 arguably ending with the all consuming world war winds of change were blowing and by

1950 modernism had arrived and with that age the recent past and its relics migrated to the
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nations attics and archives at least under the best of circumstances and like those with even the
sincerest of intentions and with the greatest respect for the past the modernists had their
respective new era lives to lead records lost writings long since misplaced carvings cautiously
placed in overcrowded musty victorian attics and so for decades the light has been dimly lit
perhaps as gianlong would have wanted it yet history has a way of locating those pilgrims of the
past who in retrospect offered a vibrant message and timeless imagery jadeite objets d art brings
to light an impressive quantity of information on the stone as well as an in depth analysis of the
epic works from the early middle and late periods these works of art flourished it features in vivid
color many works that have never been published and focuses on seminal carvings many of
which have rarely been seen no single publication coupled with an extensive array of images of
jadeite carvings has heretofore concentrated solely on this dramatic and mysterious stone
significant archival and original records have been carefully and thoroughly researched
additionally the reader will find critical information on the stone and related data including an
historical perspective mineralization commercialization and evaluation considerations as well as a
cataloged listing of objects from an extensive and important collection and a discussion of certain
of the techniques utilized by master artisans of these carvings

the global diamond industry economics and development brings together a collection of papers
covering various aspects of the diamond industry including economics law history sociology and

development across two volumes

pearl natural cultured and imitation discusses some aspects distinction and authenticity of pearl
this book is divided into 10 chapters that cover the origin anatomy sources and prices of this
precious gem the first five chapters are devoted to natural pearls their unique features origin
history structure anatomy and source the next two chapters cover cultivation and testing of
cultured pearls as well as their market value a chapter focuses on the properties of various
imitation pearls the concluding chapters deal with the pricing of pearls primarily based on an
elaborate method using a base price referred to as the unit base price these chapters also
consider other pearl uses other than necklaces such as borders to brooches and festoons this

book will be of great value to pearl traders manufacturers and users

the most complete book ever on the corundum gems ruby sapphire covers all the history
crystallography physics chemistry geology inclusions treatments synthetics cutting and world

sources over 3000 references there is no other book like it

a renowned jewelry expert recounts her career working with nature s most extraordinary treasures
gemstones and traces these rare jewels from ancient egyptian records through the high stakes
auctions of today engaging and illuminating precious is a master class in the history of gems
francesca cartier brickell author of the cartiers helen molesworth has been captivated by precious
stones since early childhood but she struggled to join the gemstone industry having no
connections to the few family run companies that have dominated the field for centuries she
persevered and more than two decades later molesworth is now an international authority hired to

appraise the extraordinary jewelry of such clients as the british royal family precious is packed
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with inside stories about fabulous jewels associated with generations of celebrities from cleopatra
emerald to catherine princess of wales sapphire from marilyn monroe pearl to beyoncé garnet
from jackie o pearl to lady gaga diamond and from marie antoinette pearl to elizabeth taylor pearl
ruby and emerald as molesworth tells it the history of gemstones is the history of humanity and so
she journeys the world navigating african diamond mines colombian emerald mines and the
sapphire rich rivers of sri lanka to study gems at their source she has selected ten of nature s
most dazzling gems tracing their discovery to when these cut and polished masterpieces first
adorned empresses and kings from the stories of a priceless emerald watch hidden under
floorboards for centuries to the common quartz fashioned into world famous royal jewels and
diamonds selling for multi millions precious is not just a chronicle of archeology and geology high
society and high finance it s the story of our timeless ambition to make and wear something

beautiful

a concise systematic yet comprehensive textbook treatment of the science examines origin
chemistry crystallography physical properties and optical properties of gemstones and discusses
methods and instruments used to determine these properties highlights recent advances and
important contributions explores new methods of study and determination crystal structures
causes of color new gem minerals new methods of gem synthesis manufactured gems chemical
compounds used as substitutes and imitations and simulations includes 12 full color plates 350
halftones and line drawings and a gem index that lists commonly sought characteristics along with

page number references
a union list of serials commencing publication after dec 31 1949
this collection consists mainly of jewels from the convents closed at the beginning of the 19th

pounamu is the beautiful green stone that traditionally served maori as tool weapon adornment
and currency more recently it has been the subject of dispute between ngai tahu and the crown
that dispute was settled with the return of the resource to ngai tahu in 1997 under ngai tahu a long
term management programme is now in place that includes research into all aspects of the stone
the initial results of this research conducted by russell beck and maika mason are incorporated in
this book other aspects such as origins and natural occurrence names and varieties human
history both maori and pakeha maori myths and legends associated with pounamu physical
properties and the methods evolved for processing and carving it are also discussed this book
looks at jade in all its aspects for carvers jewellers rockhounds and students it will be invaluable
and for all those who are interested in new zealand s history it tells a turbulent and fascinating
story mana pounamu is the fully revised and updated edition of new zealand jade first published in
1984
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hardcovers. E-books:
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e-readers like Kindle or through
platforms such as Apple Books,
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or independent bookstores.

Reviews: Leave reviews on

platforms like Goodreads.
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clubs in libraries or community
centers. Online Communities:
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discussion groups.
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1992 books for free? Public
Domain Books: Many classic
books are available for free as

theyre in the public domain.
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Introduction

The digital age has
revolutionized the way we
read, making books more
accessible than ever. With the
rise of ebooks, readers can
now carry entire libraries in
their pockets. Among the
various sources for ebooks,
free ebook sites have
emerged as a popular choice.
These sites offer a treasure
trove of knowledge and
entertainment without the cost.
But what makes these sites so
valuable, and where can you

find the best ones? Let's dive
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into the world of free ebook
sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook
Sites

When it comes to reading, free
ebook sites offer numerous

advantages.
Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save
you money. Buying books can
be expensive, especially if
you're an avid reader. Free
ebook sites allow you to
access a vast array of books

without spending a dime.
Accessibility

These sites also enhance
accessibility. Whether you're
at home, on the go, or halfway
around the world, you can
access your favorite titles
anytime, anywhere, provided
you have an internet

connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of
choices available is
astounding. From classic
literature to contemporary
novels, academic texts to
children's books, free ebook
sites cover all genres and

interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free
ebook sites, but a few stand
out for their quality and range

of offerings.
Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer
in offering free ebooks. With
over 60,000 titles, this site
provides a wealth of classic
literature in the public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a
webpage for every book ever
published. It offers millions of
free ebooks, making it a

fantastic resource for readers.
Google Books

Google Books allows users to
search and preview millions of
books from libraries and
publishers worldwide. While
not all books are available for

free, many are.
ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large
selection of free ebooks in
various genres. The site is
user-friendly and offers books

in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free
textbooks and business books,

making it an excellent
resource for students and

professionals.

How to Download
Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is
crucial to avoid pirated content
and protect your devices.

Avoiding Pirated
Content

Stick to reputable sites to
ensure you're not downloading
pirated content. Pirated
ebooks not only harm authors
and publishers but can also

pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software
and keep your devices
updated to protect against
malware that can be hidden in

downloaded files.
Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal
considerations when
downloading ebooks. Ensure
the site has the right to
distribute the book and that
you're not violating copyright

laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites
for Education

Free ebook sites are
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invaluable for educational

purposes.
Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg
and Open Library offer
numerous academic
resources, including textbooks

and scholarly articles.
Learning New Skills

You can also find books on
various skills, from cooking to
programming, making these
sites great for personal
development.

Supporting
Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents,
free ebook sites provide a
wealth of educational
materials for different grade

levels and subjects.

Genres Available on
Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres
available on free ebook sites
ensures there's something for

everyone.
Fiction

From timeless classics to
contemporary bestsellers, the
fiction section is brimming with

options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can
find biographies, self-help
books, historical texts, and

more.
Textbooks

Students can access
textbooks on a wide range of
subjects, helping reduce the

financial burden of education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find
a plethora of children's books,
from picture books to young

adult novels.

Accessibility Features
of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with
features that enhance

accessibility.
Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks,
which are great for those who

prefer listening to reading.
Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to
suit your reading comfort,
making it easier for those with

visual impairments.

Text-to-Speech

Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can
convert written text into audio,
providing an alternative way to

enjoy books.

Tips for Maximizing
Your Ebook Experience

To make the most out of your
ebook reading experience,

consider these tips.

Choosing the Right
Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-
reader, or a smartphone,
choose a device that offers a
comfortable reading

experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook
Library

Use tools and apps to
organize your ebook
collection, making it easy to
find and access your favorite
titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow
you to sync your library across
multiple devices, so you can
pick up right where you left off,
no matter which device you're

using.

Challenges and
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Limitations

Despite the benefits, free
ebook sites come with

challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability
of Titles

Not all books are available for
free, and sometimes the
quality of the digital copy can

be poor.

Digital Rights
Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use
the ebooks you download,
limiting sharing and

transferring between devices.
Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading
ebooks requires an internet
connection, which can be a
limitation in areas with poor

connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook
Sites

The future looks promising for
free ebook sites as technology

continues to advance.

Technological Advances knowledge they offer?

Improvements in technology
will likely make accessing and
reading ebooks even more

seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet
access globally will help more
people benefit from free ebook

sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources
become more digitized, free
ebook sites will play an
increasingly vital role in

learning.
Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites
offer an incredible opportunity
to access a wide range of
books without the financial
burden. They are invaluable
resources for readers of all
ages and interests, providing
educational materials,
entertainment, and
accessibility features. So why
not explore these sites and

discover the wealth of

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal?
Yes, most free ebook sites are
legal. They typically offer
books that are in the public
domain or have the rights to
distribute them. How do |
know if an ebook site is safe?
Stick to well-known and
reputable sites like Project
Gutenberg, Open Library, and
Google Books. Check reviews
and ensure the site has proper
security measures. Can |
download ebooks to any
device? Most free ebook sites
offer downloads in multiple
formats, making them
compatible with various
devices like e-readers,
tablets, and smartphones. Do
free ebook sites offer
audiobooks? Many free ebook
sites offer audiobooks, which
are perfect for those who
prefer listening to their books.
How can | support authors if |
use free ebook sites? You can
support authors by purchasing
their books when possible,
leaving reviews, and sharing

their work with others.
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