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the research studies included in this special issue highlight the fundamental contribution of the
knowledge of environmental history to conscious and efficient environment conservation and
management the long term perspective of the dynamics that govern the human climate
ecosystem is becoming one of the main focuses of interest in biological and earth system
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sciences multidisciplinary bio geo archaeo investigations into the underlying processes of
human impact on the landscape are crucial to envisage possible future scenarios of biosphere
responses to global warming and biodiversity losses this special issue seeks to engage an
interdisciplinary dialog on the dynamic interactions between nature and society focusing on
long term environmental data as an essential tool for better informed landscape management
decisions to achieve an equilibrium between conservation and sustainable resource
exploitation

by studying the many ways diverse peoples have changed shaped and conserved the natural
world over time environmental historians provide insight into humanity s unique relationship
with nature and more importantly are better able to understand the origins of our current
environmental crisis beginning with the precolonial land use practice of native americans and
concluding with our twenty first century concerns over our global ecological crisis american
environmental history addresses contentious issues such as the preservation of the wilderness
the expulsion of native peoples from national parks and population growth and considers the
formative forces of gender race and class entries address a range of topics from the impact of
rice cultivation slavery and the growth of the automobile suburb to the effects of the russian
sea otter trade columbia river salmon fisheries the environmental justice movement and
globalization this illustrated reference is an essential companion for students interested in the
ongoing transformation of the american landscape and the conflicts over its resources and
conservation it makes rich use of the tools and resources climatic and geological data court
records archaeological digs and the writings of naturalists that environmental historians rely on
to conduct their research the volume also includes a compendium of significant people
concepts events agencies and legislation and an extensive bibliography of critical films books
and sites

barely two centuries ago most of the world s productive land still belonged either communally
to traditional societies or to the higher powers of monarch or church but that pattern and the
ways of life that went with it were consigned to history as a result of the most creative and at
the same time destructive cultural force in the modern era the idea of individual exclusive
ownership of land this notion laid waste to traditional communal civilisations displacing entire
peoples from their homelands and brought into being a unique concept of individual freedom
and a distinct form of representative government and democratic institutions other great
civilizations in russia china and the islamic world evolved very different structures of land
ownership and thus very different forms of government and social responsibility the
seventeenth century english surveyor william petty was the first man to recognise the
connection between private property and free market capitalism the american radical wolf
ladejinsky redistributed land in japan taiwan and south korea after the second world war to
make possible the emergence of asian tiger economies through the eyes of these remarkable
individuals and many more including chinese emperors and german peasants andro linklater
here presents the evolution of land ownership to offer a radically new view of mankind s place
on the planet
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includes titles on all subjects some in foreign languages later incorporated into memorial library
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