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imagination has long been regarded as central to ¢ s lewis s life and to bis creative and critical works but this is the first study to provide a thorough analysis of his theory of
imagination including the different ways he used the word and how those uses relate to each other peter schakel begins by concentrating on the way reading or engaging with the other
arts is an imaginative activity he focuses on three books in which imagination is the central theme surprised by joy an experiment in criticism and the discarded image and shows the
important role of imagination in lewis s theory of education be then examines imagination and reading in lewis s fiction concentrating specifically on the chronicles of narnia the most
imaginative of his works be looks at how the imaginative experience of reading the chronicles is affected by the physical texture of the books the illustrations revisions of the texts the
order in which the books are read and their narrative voice the storyteller who becomes almost a character in the stories imagination and the arts in c s lewis also explores lewis s ideas
about imagination in the nonliterary arts although lewis regarded engagement with the arts as essential to a well rounded and satisfying life critics of his work and even biographers
have given little attention to this aspect of his life schakel reviews the place of music dance art and architecture in lewis s life the ways in which be uses them as content in his poems
and stories and how he develops some of the deepest most significant themes of bis stories through them schakel concludes by analyzing the uses and abuses of imagination be looks first at

moral imagination although lewis did not use this term schakel shows how lewis developed the concept in that hideous strength and the abolition of man long before it became
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popularized in the 1980s and 1990s while readers often concentrate on the christian dimension of lewis s works equally or more important to him was their moral dimension

imagination and the arts in ¢ s lewis will appeal to students and teachers of both children s literature and rwentieth century british writers it will also be of value to readers who wish

to compare lewis s creations with more recent imaginative works such as the barry potter series
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