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The Eiffel Tower And Other Mythologies The Eiffel Tower and Other Mythologies The
Eiffel Tower is undeniably one of the most iconic landmarks in the world, symbolizing
Paris and French culture. Yet, beyond its status as a marvel of engineering and a
popular tourist attraction, the Eiffel Tower has also been intertwined with various
myths, legends, and cultural  stories.  Similarly,  many other famous structures and
symbols around the world carry with them a rich tapestry of mythologies and folklore
that  deepen  their  significance.  Exploring  these  stories  not  only  enriches  our
understanding of  these landmarks but  also reveals  how human imagination and
cultural narratives shape our perception of the physical world. In this article, we delve
into the mythology surrounding the Eiffel Tower and compare it with other legendary
structures from different cultures. The Mythology of the Eiffel Tower The Origins and
Early Rumors When Gustave Eiffel’s masterpiece was unveiled in 1889, it was met with
a mixture of admiration and suspicion. Some early rumors and myths questioned its
purpose and stability. One common myth suggested that the tower was built as a
temporary structure, destined to be torn down after 20 years, which was actually true
at the time. However,  many believed it  was a hidden monument to some secret
agenda or hidden power. The Myth of the Tower’s Hidden Functions Over the years,
rumors have circulated that the Eiffel Tower served purposes beyond tourism and
engineering. These include: Use as a giant radio antenna: It’s true that Eiffel Tower has
been used for radio transmission, leading some to believe it was a secret military
installation. Alien or supernatural origins: Some fringe theories claim the tower was
built with extraterrestrial assistance or contains supernatural elements, often linked
to its unusual lattice structure. Symbol of power and control: During wartime, the
Eiffel  Tower was seen as a symbol of national pride and sometimes as a tool of
propaganda  or  surveillance.  The  Cultural  Myths  and  Legends  Beyond conspiracy
theories, the Eiffel Tower has inspired romantic and artistic myths: The Tower of Love:
Many stories depict the Eiffel Tower as a symbol of romance and 2 love, with couples
leaving locks on its bridges or proposing beneath its iron spires. The Haunted Tower:
Some local legends suggest that the Eiffel Tower is haunted by spirits of those who
worked on its construction or by mysterious apparitions during foggy nights.  The
Inspiration for Art and Literature: Writers and artists have mythologized the tower as
a muse that embodies human ingenuity and dreams. Mythologies of Other Famous
Structures The Pyramids of Egypt The Great Pyramids of Giza are shrouded in myths
that span thousands of years. These include: Alien Origins: Some believe the pyramids
were built with extraterrestrial help due to their precise alignment and massive scale.
Gateways  to  the  Afterlife:  Mythology  holds  that  the  pyramids  serve  as  spiritual
gateways  for  pharaohs  to  ascend  to  the  gods.  Hidden  Treasures  and  Secret
Chambers: Legends speak of hidden rooms filled with treasures or mystical artifacts
that have yet to be discovered. The Colosseum in Rome The Roman Colosseum is not
just an amphitheater but also a symbol laden with mythic stories: The Arena of Blood:
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Legends speak of secret tunnels and underground chambers where gladiators and
animals were kept before battles. Supernatural Guardians: Folklore suggests that the
spirits of fallen gladiators haunt the site, protecting it from desecration. The Eternal
Symbol of Power: Myths narrate that the Colosseum was built with divine blessings to
symbolize Rome’s dominance. Machu Picchu and Incan Mythology This ancient citadel
is linked with numerous myths: The City of Clouds: Legend states that Machu Picchu
was a sacred city hidden in the clouds, accessible only to priests and royalty. Spiritual
Portal:  Some stories  suggest  it  was  a  portal  to  the  spiritual  realm,  aligned with
astronomical events. The Guardians of the Mountain: Mythical creatures and spirits
are believed to protect the site and its inhabitants. 3 The Role of Mythology in Shaping
Cultural  Identity  Structures  like  the  Eiffel  Tower  and others  serve  as  more  than
physical entities; they are repositories of cultural mythology that reinforce national
identity  and  collective  memory.  These  stories  often  evolve  over  time,  reflecting
societal values, fears, and aspirations. Mythology as a Reflection of Human Aspirations
People project their hopes and dreams onto these monuments. The Eiffel Tower, for
example,  embodies  human  ingenuity,  modernity,  and  romance.  Similarly,  the
pyramids symbolize eternal life and divine authority, while the Colosseum reflects
power and entertainment. The Power of Legends in Preservation and Tourism Myths
and legends attract tourists and preserve the cultural significance of these landmarks.
They turn monuments into symbols that transcend their physical forms and become
part  of  global  storytelling.  The  Influence  of  Mythology  on  Modern  Perception  In
contemporary culture, myths associated with these structures influence art,  films,
literature, and popular culture. They inspire movies like “National Treasure,” which
revolves around hidden secrets in historical sites, or science fiction narratives about
extraterrestrial  involvement  in  ancient  monuments.  Mythology  and  Conservation
Efforts Understanding the myths surrounding these landmarks often fosters a sense
of stewardship and encourages preservation efforts. By appreciating the stories tied
to these structures, communities and governments are more motivated to protect
them for future generations. Mythology as a Bridge Between Past and Present The
stories surrounding monuments serve as a bridge connecting ancient civilizations with
modern society. They keep alive the cultural heritage and inspire new generations to
explore history and mythology. Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Mythology and
Monuments Whether it’s the Eiffel Tower’s romantic allure or the pyramids’ divine
symbolism, myths and legends breathe life into our most iconic structures. These
stories  serve  as  cultural  artifacts,  reflecting  human  imagination,  spirituality,  and
societal values across ages. By 4 exploring the mythology of the Eiffel Tower and other
famous landmarks, we gain a deeper appreciation of their significance beyond their
physical  presence.  They  remind  us  that  monuments  are  not  just  stones  or
metal—they are symbols woven into the fabric of  human history and mythology,
inspiring awe, curiosity, and cultural pride for generations to come. QuestionAnswer
What  are  some  mythologies  associated  with  the  Eiffel  Tower's  origin  and
construction? While the Eiffel  Tower itself  is  a modern engineering marvel,  some
myths  suggest  it  was  built  as  a  symbol  of  technological  progress  that  might
overshadow ancient mythologies. However, there are no direct mythologies linked to
its  origin;  it  is  primarily  celebrated as  a  feat  of  modern engineering rather  than
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mythological symbolism. Are there any mythological stories related to the design or
symbolism of the Eiffel Tower? No widely recognized mythological stories are directly
associated with the Eiffel Tower's design. However, some interpret its structure as a
modern 'tower of Babel' symbolizing human ambition and the quest for knowledge,
themes that echo stories from various mythologies about human pride and divine
interaction. How does the mythological significance of ancient towers compare to the
Eiffel  Tower? Ancient towers like Babylon's ziggurats or the Tower of Babel often
symbolized spiritual connection, human pride, or divine punishment, whereas the
Eiffel  Tower  symbolizes  technological  progress  and  artistic  achievement.  Unlike
mythological towers, it lacks spiritual or divine symbolism but stands as a modern
icon of innovation. Are there any mythologies that inspired the architectural design of
the Eiffel  Tower?  The Eiffel  Tower’s  design was primarily  inspired by engineering
principles and the desire to showcase modern technology during the 19th century. It
was not directly inspired by any mythologies, but its shape and structure can be
loosely compared to ancient spires or obelisks,  which often held mythological  or
spiritual significance. What are some myths involving iconic towers from different
cultures, and how do they compare to the Eiffel Tower? Mythical towers like the Tower
of Babel in Babylon symbolize human hubris and divine intervention, while the Mayan
pyramids serve as spiritual gateways. Compared to these, the Eiffel Tower is a secular
symbol  of  modernity  and  innovation,  lacking  the  mythological  or  spiritual
connotations of ancient towers but representing human achievement in a different
era. Eiffel Tower and Mythologies: An In-Depth Exploration of Symbolism and Cultural
Narratives The Eiffel  Tower stands as an iconic  symbol  of  Paris,  France,  and the
broader  cultural  landscape  of  the  world.  While  it  is  often  celebrated  for  its
architectural elegance and engineering marvel,  the tower also embodies layers of
mythologies—both historical  and modern—that enrich its  significance.  This  article
delves into the multifaceted mythologies surrounding the Eiffel Tower, exploring how
it has transcended its physical form to become a symbol woven with stories, legends,
and cultural narratives. The Eiffel Tower And Other Mythologies 5 Additionally, we will
examine  other  mythological  frameworks—both  ancient  and  contemporary—that
shape our understanding of monumental structures and symbols in society. --- The
Origins and Mythology of the Eiffel Tower The Construction as a Modern Myth The
Eiffel Tower was constructed between 1887 and 1889 as the entrance arch for the
1889 Exposition Universelle (World's Fair) held in Paris. Designed by engineer Gustave
Eiffel,  it  was  initially  met  with  mixed  reactions—some  critics  dismissed  it  as  an
eyesore, while others recognized its groundbreaking engineering. Over time, however,
it has become a beloved monument, embodying innovation, modernity, and French
national pride. Mythological Narratives Surrounding Its Creation: - The Tower as a
Monument to Progress:  Many view the Eiffel  Tower as a symbol of  technological
progress during the Industrial Revolution. It exemplifies human ingenuity, pushing the
boundaries of engineering at the time. - Gustave Eiffel’s Hidden Legend: Some legends
suggest that Eiffel secretly designed the tower to serve as a giant radio antenna or a
communication hub, foreshadowing its role in telecommunications. While historically
inaccurate, this myth underscores the tower's association with innovation. - A Symbol
of  Rebellion  or  Resistance:  During  World  War  II,  the  tower’s  symbolism  was
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appropriated by various groups. For instance, it was said that the French cut the lift
cables  to prevent  Nazi  troops from easily  ascending,  turning it  into a  symbol  of
resistance—though this story is more folklore than documented fact. The Tower as a
Cultural  Archetype The Eiffel  Tower functions as a cultural  archetype—a towering
monument  embodying human aspiration and societal  identity.  Its  slender,  lattice
design reflects the modernist pursuit of form meeting function, but it also echoes
mythical structures from antiquity. - Comparison with Mythical Towers: - Babel Tower:
Like the biblical Tower of Babel, the Eiffel Tower symbolizes human ambition to reach
the heavens, though in a more technological sense. - The Lighthouse: As a beacon
visible  from  afar,  the  Eiffel  Tower  resembles  legendary  lighthouses  guiding
sailors—symbolic of enlightenment and hope. - Mythology of Elevation: The act of
building  upwards  often  signifies  transcendence,  divine  connection,  or  societal
aspiration.  The  Eiffel  Tower,  in  this  context,  becomes  a  modern  mythic  edifice
representing human striving. --- Mythologies Embedded in the Eiffel Tower’s Cultural
Significance The Eiffel  Tower And Other Mythologies 6 The Tower as a Romantic
Symbol One of the most pervasive myths associated with the Eiffel Tower is its role as
the ultimate romantic symbol. Since its erection, it has been the site of countless
proposals, romantic encounters, and cultural representations of love. Key Elements of
the Romantic Mythology: - Symbol of Eternal Love: The Eiffel Tower is often depicted
in movies, literature, and art as a backdrop for declarations of love. The tradition of
leaving “love locks” on the bridge near the tower further cements this myth. - Cultural
Narratives: Stories abound of couples meeting at the tower, proposing beneath its
lights, or celebrating milestones. These narratives have transformed the tower into a
romantic mythic landscape. - Myth of the Tower’s Lights: The illumination of the Eiffel
Tower at night has become a symbol of hope, celebration, and unity—mythologized
as a beacon for lovers and dreamers worldwide. The Tower as a National and Global
Icon Beyond romance, the Eiffel Tower functions as a powerful national symbol and a
global icon, embodying themes of identity, modernity, and resilience. Mythological
Themes  in  Its  National  Significance:  -  French  Pride  and  Innovation:  The  tower
symbolizes France’s leadership during the Age of Enlightenment and the Industrial
Revolution,  mythologized  as  a  testament  to  national  ingenuity.  -  Resilience  and
Endurance:  Its  survival  through wars,  protests,  and the test  of  time has fostered
stories of  resilience—transforming the tower into a mythic symbol of  endurance.
Global Mythology and the Tower: - The Eiffel Tower has been adopted by various
cultures as a symbol of global unity, progress, and hope. Its image is often used in
political and social campaigns, reinforcing its mythic role as a universal emblem. ---
Other Mythologies of Monumental Structures While the Eiffel Tower’s mythologies are
prominent, they are part of a broader human tradition of attributing mythic qualities
to monuments. Many structures across history serve as symbols laden with stories,
legends,  and  cultural  archetypes.  Ancient  Mythologies  of  Structures  -  The  Great
Pyramids of Giza: Envisioned as stairways to the gods, these pyramids embody myths
of  divine  kingship  and eternal  life.  -  Stonehenge:  Often  associated  with  mystical
energies and ancient rituals, Stonehenge’s purpose and construction are shrouded in
myth,  representing  the  connection  between  humans  and  celestial  forces.  -  The
Colosseum: Symbolizing Roman engineering and entertainment, the Colosseum also
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embodies  myths  of  imperial  power  and  brutality.  The  Eiffel  Tower  And  Other
Mythologies 7 Modern Mythologies of Structures - The Statue of Liberty: Represents
freedom, democracy, and hope—mythologized as a gift of friendship and the beacon
of  liberty.  -  The  Sydney  Opera  House:  Embodies  creativity  and  innovation,
mythologized as a symbol of artistic aspiration and Australian identity.  -  The Burj
Khalifa:  The  world’s  tallest  building,  mythologized  as  a  pinnacle  of  human
achievement  and  economic  power.  The  Role  of  Mythology  in  Society’s  Collective
Consciousness Structures become mythic not solely due to their physical attributes
but because of the stories we tell  about them. They serve as symbols anchoring
collective identities, aspirations, and fears. - Myth as a Tool for Identity: Societies craft
myths around monuments to foster pride and unity. - Myth as a Reflection of Values:
Structures embody societal values—be it innovation, resilience, or transcendence. -
Myth as a Means of Preservation: Legends and stories preserve cultural  memory
across generations.  ---  Conclusion:  The Eternal  Mythology of the Eiffel  Tower and
Beyond The Eiffel Tower, far beyond its architectural form, is a living myth—a symbol
layered with stories of  human ambition,  love,  resilience,  and cultural  identity.  Its
mythologies are a testament to the power of symbols to transcend their physicality
and become vessels  of  collective  narrative.  Whether  viewed through the  lens  of
modern innovation,  romantic  idealism,  or  national  pride,  the  tower  continues  to
inspire and evoke mythic visions. This phenomenon is not unique to Paris; it is part of
a  broader  human  tradition  where  monumental  structures  serve  as  mythic
anchors—embodying our deepest hopes,  fears,  and aspirations.  From the biblical
Babel  to  Stonehenge,  and  from the  Statue  of  Liberty  to  the  Burj  Khalifa,  these
structures are more than stone and steel; they are stories etched into the fabric of
human history. In embracing these myths, we recognize that architecture is as much
about cultural storytelling as it is about engineering—an ongoing dialogue between
our physical surroundings and the stories we tell ourselves about who we are and
who we aspire to be. The Eiffel Tower, in this regard, remains an enduring monument
of mythic proportions, a testament to our collective imagination and the stories that
elevate us above the mundane toward the extraordinary. --- In Summary: - The Eiffel
Tower’s mythologies encompass its construction,  cultural  symbolism, and modern
narratives. - It functions as a symbol of progress, love, resilience, and national pride. -
Similar mythologies are associated with other monumental structures across history. -
These myths serve to shape collective identity, preserve cultural memory, and inspire
future  generations.  The fascination with  such structures  underscores  the  human
desire to find meaning in the built environment—transforming mere architecture into
The Eiffel Tower And Other Mythologies 8 enduring mythic symbols that continue to
resonate across time. Eiffel Tower symbolism, mythological references, architectural
myths, cultural legends, historical myths, Paris landmarks, mythological symbolism,
structural legends, ancient myths, modern mythologies
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building of gustave eiffel s tower over paris the era of the great technology of iron
working and the society whose symbol it became

newly updated history of the eiffel tower by a veteran international journalist with
photographs bibliography index chronicles the tower s design construction and the
historical context that made it a worldwide icon interesting story interestingly told
wrote the new york times

the world s  most  ambitious design and engineering projects  of  the past  century
gained almost instant international notoriety each required bold innovation a unique
vision and many dedicated and courageous teams to make the plans a reality these
landmarks stand today not only as symbols of their time and place but also as a
testament to the limitless ingenuity of the human spirit

disquisition on the history and properties of the eiffel tower in paris france

the eiffel tower build for a world s fair in 1889 has become a permanent symbol of the
city of paris france engineering the eiffel tower introduces readers to its designer
gustave eiffel shows how workers assembled the gigantic tower and looks at how
maintenance crews keep it standing today easy to read text vivid images and helpful
back matter  give readers a  clear  look at  this  subject  features include a table of
contents  infographics  a  glossary  additional  resources  and  an  index  aligned  to
common core standards and correlated to state standards

learn about the eiffel tower beloved and iconic symbol of paris france and one of the
most recognizable structures in the world when the plans for the eiffel tower were
first  announced many people  hated the design of  the future landmark calling  it
ungainly and out of step with the beautiful stone buildings of the city but once it went
up for the world s fair in 1889 the people of paris quickly fell in love with the tower
today it  seems impossible to imagine paris without the eiffel  tower which greets
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millions of  visitors  each year  who climb up its  wrought  iron stairs  ride its  glass
elevators and enjoy the wonderful views of the city spread out below it this book part
of the new york times best selling series is enhanced by eighty illustrations

the eiffel tower stands as a symbol of paris france this massive structure was built for
the international exposition that was held in the city in 1889 find out more in eiffel
tower a title in the structural wonders of the world series these books identify some
of the world s best known structures exploring their history the people responsible
for  their  creation  and  the  science  behind  their  construction  each  title  features
informative text colorful photographs and maps and a timeline detailing the steps
toward construction

the story of the world famous monument and the extraordinary world s fair that
introduced it  by the author of conquering gotham and urban forests in this first
general history of the eiffel tower in english jill jonnes acclaimed author of conquering
gotham offers an eye opening look not only at the construction of one of the modern
world s most iconic structures but also the epochal event that surrounded its arrival
as a wonder of the world in this marvelously entertaining portrait of belle Époque
france  fear  and loathing  over  eiffel  s  brash  design  share  the  spotlight  with  the
celebrities that made the 1889 exposition universelle an event to remember including
buffalo bill  and his sharpshooter annie oakley thomas edison and artists whistler
gauguin and van gogh eiffel s tower is a richly textured portrait of an era at the dawn
of modernity reveling in the limitless promise of the future

this is a reproduction of a book published before 1923 this book may have occasional
imperfections such as missing or blurred pages poor pictures errant marks etc that
were either part of the original artifact or were introduced by the scanning process we
believe this work is culturally important and despite the imperfections have elected to
bring it back into print as part of our continuing commitment to the preservation of
printed works worldwide we appreciate your understanding of the imperfections in
the preservation process and hope you enjoy this valuable book the below data was
compiled from various identification fields in the bibliographic record of this title this
data is provided as an additional tool in helping to ensure edition identification the
eiffel tower a description of the monument its construction its machinery its object
and its utility with an autographic letter of m gustave eiffel gaston tissandier sampson
low marston searle rivington 1889 history europe france history europe france paris
france tour eiffel paris france towers travel europe france

eiffel s tower for young people is a vivid lively pageant of people and cultures meeting
and competing on the world stage at the dawn of the modern era the 1889 world s
fair was a worldwide event showcasing the cutting edge cultural and technological
accomplishments of the world s most powerful nations on the verge of a new century
france with its long history of sophistication and cultivation and a new republican
government presented the eiffel  tower the world s  tallest  structure crafted from
eighteen thousand pieces of  wrought iron and 2 5 million rivets  as a  symbol  of
national pride and engineering superiority the united states with its brash can do
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spirit full of pride in its frontier and its ingenuity presented the rollicking wild west
show of buffalo bill cody and annie oakley and the marvelous new phonograph of
thomas edison with historical photos throughout outsized personalities squabbling
artists and a sprinkling of royalty this dramatic history opens a window to a piece of
the past that in its passions and politics is an unforgettable portrait  of a unique
moment in history

it towers over the paris skyline and is one of the most recognized monuments in the
world the eiffel tower has a storied past and has served its city well as a worldwide
ambassador how much do you know about this monument do you know the answers
to these questions what is the eiffel tower s nickname how many pieces of iron make
up the eiffel tower why was the eiffel tower built the names of how many men are
engraved on the eiffel tower how many women s names are on the eiffel tower is it
legal to publish a picture of the eiffel tower when it is lit how much does the eiffel
tower sway in the wind find out more about the eiffel tower and amaze your family
and friends with these fun facts ages 8 and up all measurements in american and
metric learningisland com believes in the value of children practicing reading for 15
minutes every day our 15 minute books give children lots of fun exciting choices to
read  from  classic  stories  to  mysteries  to  books  of  knowledge  many  books  are
appropriate for hi lo readers open the world of reading to a child by having them read
for 15 minutes a day

discusses the creation of the eiffel tower and the man behind it including the idea the
obstacles and the eventual success

in this  appealing and luminous collection of  essays roland barthes examines the
mundane and exposes hidden texts causing the reader to look afresh at the famous
landmark and symbol of paris and also at the tour de france the visit to paris of billy
graham the flooding of the seine and other shared events and aspects of everyday
experience

altier symbole de paris et de la france aux yeux du monde la tour eiffel doit son
existence au génie visionnaire et à l esprit de libre entreprise de l illustre ingénieur
gustave eiffel nous vous proposons de la découvrir ou de la redécouvrir à travers son
histoire de la visiter de la base au sommet mais aussi  dans son fonctionnement
quotidien ou lors d opérations de rénovation exceptionnelles nous vous expliquons
les dessous de sa robe dorée scintillante ou de sa collection de parures multicolores
que des artistes lui créent au gré des fêtes dont elle est la maîtresse de cérémonie
parcourez les hauts lieux du tourisme de notre capitale sans jamais quitter des yeux
ou de l  objectif  photo la première dame de paris cet ouvrage est très richement
illustré de photographies étonnantes insolites et inédites dont l auteur vous délivre
quelques astuces techniques de réalisation

learn to convert units of measurement as you take a tour of the eiffel tower and see
why it is an engineering marvel like no other this nonfiction title is filled with fun facts
and interesting information about the eiffel tower that will keep students engaged
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from start to finish by integrating math and literacy skills this math reader makes
learning  mathematics  simple  relevant  and  fun  and  the  real  world  examples  of
problem solving allow students to explore the concepts in meaningful ways with an
accessible glossary vibrant images clear mathematical diagrams and easy to read text
this book will engage readers and show them how to apply mathematics to their daily
lives additional text features include a table of contents index captions bold print and
an answer key to help build academic vocabulary and increase understanding the
challenging problem solving section and let s explore math sidebars provide plenty of
opportunities for students to practice their developing mathematics skills learning to
convert units of measurement is fun and easy with these engaging grade 4 math
readers this 6 pack includes six copies of this title and a lesson plan

it towers over the paris skyline and is one of the most recognized monuments in the
world the eiffel tower has a storied past and has served its city well as a worldwide
ambassador how much do you know about this monument do you know the answers
to these questions what is the eiffel tower s nickname how many pieces of iron make
up the eiffel tower why was the eiffel tower built the names of how many men are
engraved on the eiffel tower how many women s names are on the eiffel tower is it
legal to publish a picture of the eiffel tower when it is lit how much does the eiffel
tower sway in the wind find out more about the eiffel tower and amaze your family
and friends with these fun facts ages 8 and up all measurements in american and
metric  the educational  version has  activities  that  meet  common core curriculum
standards learningisland com believes in the value of children practicing reading for
15 minutes every day our 15 minute books give children lots of fun exciting choices to
read  from  classic  stories  to  mysteries  to  books  of  knowledge  many  books  are
appropriate for hi lo readers open the world of reading to a child by having them read
for 15 minutes a day

includes pictures includes accounts of the construction written by gustave eiffel and
others includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading includes a
table of contents being the most striking manifestation of the art of metal structures
by which our engineers have shown in europe it is one of the most striking of our
modern national genius gustave eiffel it s the home of kings emperors and aristocrats
and the home of the champs elysees the bastille the louvre and the salons that fueled
the enlightenment for foreigners like benjamin franklin it was the most beautiful city
in the world and millions of people still visit those same sites every year known as the
city of light paris seamlessly blends its rich past with all the trappings of a modern city
and the city s features and qualities are taken for granted today but paris was not
always that way in fact it took nearly half a century of redesigning the city during the
19th century to transform it into the city it is today paris s expansion also required
new  monuments  administrative  buildings  and  other  public  buildings  the  urban
renewal of paris coincided with the neoclassicism movement in art and architecture
that had taken hold across europe which incorporated the classical architecture of the
ancient  greeks  and  romans  all  over  paris  builders  constructed  marble  colored
buildings with arches pillars domes and neoclassical  art that used the themes of
antiquity fittingly the construction of the eiffel tower for the 1889 world s fair was a
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capstone of sorts to the reconstruction of paris and it remains one of the world s
most famous and visited landmarks designed as an entrance to the fair the eiffel
tower soaring over 1 050 feet into the air was an architectural wonder that served as
the world s tallest man made object for over 40 years as its designer gustave eiffel put
it it seems to me that if it had no other rationale than to show that we are not simply
the country of entertainers but also that of engineers and builders called from across
the  world  to  build  bridges  viaducts  stations  and  major  monuments  of  modern
industry the eiffel tower deserves to be treated with consideration though it may be
hard  to  believe  today  the  eiffel  tower  was  initially  met  with  derision  by  many
frenchmen some of whom compared it to the tower of babel and complained that the
useless and monstrous structure would obscure treasures such as notre dame in
response to such criticisms eiffel himself pointed out can one think that because we
are engineers beauty does not preoccupy us or that we do not try to build beautiful as
well  as solid and long lasting structures aren t the genuine functions of strength
always in keeping with unwritten conditions of harmony besides there is an attraction
a special charm in the colossal to which ordinary theories of art do not apply it s safe
to say that eiffel was correct each year millions of people refute those original notions
by riding to the top and making it the most visited paid monument in the entire world
indeed the eiffel tower has welcomed over 250 million visitors in less than 130 years
eiffel had the good fortune of being vindicated in his lifetime and as he once joked i
ought to be jealous of the tower she is more famous than i am the eiffel tower the
history of paris most famous landmark traces the history of the landmark from its
construction to the present day along with pictures of important people places and
events you will learn about the eiffel tower like never before in no time at all

includes pictures includes accounts of the construction written by gustave eiffel and
others includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading includes a
table of contents being the most striking manifestation of the art of metal structures
by which our engineers have shown in europe it is one of the most striking of our
modern national genius gustave eiffelit s the home of kings emperors and aristocrats
and the home of the champs lys es the bastille the louvre and the salons that fueled
the enlightenment for foreigners like benjamin franklin it was the most beautiful city
in the world and millions of people still visit those same sites every year known as the
city of light paris seamlessly blends its rich past with all the trappings of a modern city
and the city s features and qualities are taken for granted today but paris was not
always that way in fact it took nearly half a century of redesigning the city during the
19th century to transform it into the city it is today paris s expansion also required
new  monuments  administrative  buildings  and  other  public  buildings  the  urban
renewal of paris coincided with the neoclassicism movement in art and architecture
that had taken hold across europe which incorporated the classical architecture of the
ancient  greeks  and  romans  all  over  paris  builders  constructed  marble  colored
buildings with arches pillars domes and neoclassical  art that used the themes of
antiquity fittingly the construction of the eiffel tower for the 1889 world s fair was a
capstone of sorts to the reconstruction of paris and it remains one of the world s
most famous and visited landmarks designed as an entrance to the fair the eiffel
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