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an introduction to jewish beliefs and practices demonstrating that judaism is a
living religion which retains the vitality found in the biblical corpus but which has
gone on to develop institutions modes of behaviour and ideas which constitute
the singularity of jewish expression

a landmark work of jewish history and a worldwide phenomenon when it was first
published this masterpiece of jewish history was translated in multiple languages
and instantly become the de facto standard in the field german academic heinrich
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graetz 1817 1891 brings a sympathetic jewish perspective to the story of his own
people offering readers today an affectionate passionate history not a detached
clinical one backed by impeccable scholarship and originally published in german
across 11 volumes between 1853 and 1875 this  six  volume english language
edition was abridged under the direction of the author and brought to american
readers  by  the  jewish  publication  society  of  america  in  1891  it  remains  an
important work of the study of the jewish religion and people to this day

the teachings of jesus his life story his relationships the things that were said of
him by early christians all are best understood against the backdrop of jesus own
time and place understanding jewish life in the first century will help us better
understand jesus mission and how it relates to our own religious concerns today
the jews in the time of jesus is ideal for classroom use and for anyone who is
interested in understanding the jewish roots of christianity

a guide to the beliefs traditions and practices of judaism that answers questions
for both jew and gentile rabbi kertzer answers over 100 of the most commonly
asked  questions  about  jewish  life  and  customs  including  what  is  the  jewish
attitude toward intermarriage toward birth control do jews believe in equality
between the sexes are jews forbidden to read the new testament what is the
basis for the dietary laws for non jews who want to learn about the jewish way of
life for jews who wish to rediscover forgotten traditions and beliefs this portrayal
of the jewish way of looking at things attempts to convey some of the warmth the
glow and the serenity of judaism the enchantment of fine books the captivating
color of hasidism the mirthful spirit of scholars more than sixteen centuries ago
and the abiding sense of compassion that permeates our tradition it is in this way
and only in this way that anyone can give a meaningful answer to the question
what is a jew rabbi morris n kertzer

divdivin this powerful book one of the most important jewish thinkers in the world
today  grapples  with  issues  that  increasingly  divide  israel  s  secular  jewish
community  from  its  religious  zionists  addressing  the  concerns  of  both
communities from the point of view of one who is deeply committed to religious
pluralism david hartman suggests a more inclusive and inviting framework for the
modern israeli engagement of the jewish tradition he offers a new understanding
of what it means to be jewish one which is neither assimilationist nor backward
looking and one that  enables  different  jewish groups to  celebrate  their  own
traditions without demonizing or patronizing others in a world polarized between
religious and secular and caught within a sectarian denominationalism hartman
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shows  the  way  to  build  bridges  of  understanding  the  book  explores  the
philosophies of two major jewish thinkers of the middle ages yehuda halevi and
moses maimonides a careful analysis of maimonides approach to judaism shows
that messianism is not the predominant organizing principle that makes judaism
intelligible  and  significant  hartman  contends  he  argues  against  halevi  s
triumphalism and in favor of using the sinai covenant for evaluating the religious
significance  of  israel  for  this  approach  gives  meaning  to  zionists  religious
commitments while also empowering secular israelis to reengage with the jewish
tradition div div

rabbi steinberg identifies seven strands that weave together to make up judaism
god morality rite and custom law sacred literature institutions and the people a
classic work directed to both the jewish and the non jewish reader

a  comprehensive  survey  of  judaism its  history  beliefs  practices  and customs
branches and sects from its founding to the present day

this  study  discusses  questions  surrounding  kibbutz  and  judaism  through
examination  of  different  kibbutzim  and  thier  issues

the history of judaism its ideas and ideals are traced as well as the life cycle of the
jew

this ebook is now available from bloomsbury academic bloomsbury academic
publish acclaimed resources for undergraduate and postgraduate courses as well
as the general reader across a broad range of subjects including archaeology art
visual culture biblical studies business management drama performance studies
economics education film media history linguistics literary studies music sound
studies  philosophy politics  international  relations  psychology  religious  studies
social  work social  welfare sociology study skills theology and wellbeing health
lifestyle visit bloomsbury com for more information

increasing numbers of jews are returning to their religious roots in a search for
meaning eager to explore a heritage that is deeply embedded in history and at
the same time rapidly changing but what is judaism today and what does it mean
culturally spiritually and ritually to be jewish in the twenty first century in being
jewish  ari  l  goldman  offers  eloquent  thoughtful  answers  to  these  questions
through an absorbing exploration of modern judaism a bestselling author and
widely respected chronicler of jewish life goldman vividly contrasts the historical
meaning of judaism s heritage with the astonishing and multiform character of
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the religion today the result will be a revelation for those already involved with
judaism  and  a  fascinating  introduction  for  those  whose  interests  are  newly
minted  or  rekindled  taking  the  reader  through  the  process  of  discovery  or
rediscovery being jewish is divided into three sections each focusing on one of the
cycles of human life beginning with the traditions associated with the life cycle
birth marriage death goldman moves on to describe the rituals that mark the
course of the jewish year starting with rosh hashanah finally he reflects on the
character of the jewish day exploring the role of prayer dietary laws and ethical
behavior  all  of  these  moments  from a  minute  to  a  lifetime take  on  vibrant
meaning in his thoughtful picture perhaps the most fascinating aspect of being
jewish is goldman s discussion of the extraordinary variations in how jews live
their  judaism  today  he  finds  a  wide  variety  of  practices  between  judaism  s
branches and within them for example a family on long island keeps a unique
version of kosher they have three sets of dishes and utensils one for meat one for
milk and one for nonkosher chinese takeout while traditional judaism frowns on
such  quirky  modes  of  observance  goldman  elevates  them  jews  today  he
concludes are reaching for the holy in unexpected and innovative ways these
dramatically different ideas about how a jewish life may be lived suggest how
difficult it can be for today s reader to find an objective account of judaism and it
is  precisely  goldman s  reporter  s  eye that  sets  this  book apart  informed by
tradition without embracing any one ideology this  award winning journalist  s
probing book moves across the boundaries of modern judaism to demonstrate
how it is lived while other efforts to tackle these themes are written from the
perspective  of  a  particular  religious  tradition  being  jewish  is  the  work  of  a
sophisticated  observer  who  describes  rather  than  proscribes  by  weaving  a
complex  and  compelling  commentary  on  judaism  this  inspiring  volume
encourages us to find our own place within the tradition and leads us into a
deeper understanding not just of the details of the religion but ultimately of what
it means to be jewish

no marketing blurb

gateway to judaism is  an insider  s  engaging look at  the mindset  values and
practices of judaism in the 21st century as a senior lecturer and outreach expert
with gateways seminars rabbi mordechai becher has helped thousands of people
reconnect with the beauty wisdom and relevance of their jewish heritage often
asked to recommend just one book that would explain the essentials of jewish life
and thought he decided to write it himself delving beneath common perceptions
of jewish tradition rabbi becher presents fresh and meaningful perspectives that
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will educate and inspire you among the many intriguing topics he addresses are is
there spirituality in judaism in our age of labor saving devices do we still need a
sabbath what is judaism s view on death and the afterlife why is judaism so full of
laws why should i pray does god really want to hear my complaints can judaism
enhance my marriage isn t circumcision just an ancient rite of initiation is it still
relevant why is israel so central to judaism does a religion need a land why does a
mourner say kaddish wasn t keeping kosher a health measure does it still have a
purpose today how can i add meaning to my passover seder gateway to judaism
reveals  judaism s  power to elevate your life  whether  you are new to jewish
tradition familiar with its practice or simply curious you will  find this book an
illuminating guide to a joyous and fulfilling lifestyle from dust cover

this  volume  brings  together  important  research  on  the  reception  and
representation of jews and judaism in late medieval german thought the works of
major  reformation  era  theologians  scholars  and  movements  and  in  popular
literature  and  the  visual  arts  it  also  explores  social  intellectual  and  cultural
developments  within  judaism  and  jewish  responses  to  the  reformation  in
sixteenth century germany
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