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the civil war dead and american modernity offers a fundamental rethinking of the
cultural importance of the american civil war dead tracing their representational
afterlife across a massive array of historical visual and literary documents from
1861 to 1914 ian finseth maintains that the war dead played a central complex and
paradoxical role in how americans experienced and understood the modernization
of the united states from eyewitness accounts of battle to photographs and
paintings and from full dress histories of the war to fictional narratives finseth
shows that the dead circulated through american cultural life in ways that we have
not fully appreciated and that require an expanded range of interpretive strategies
to understand while individuals grieved and relinquished their own loved ones the
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collective civil war dead finseth argues came to form a kind of symbolic currency
that informed americans melancholic relationship to their own past amid the
turbulence of the postbellum era as the united states embarked decisively upon its
technological geopolitical and intellectual modernity the dead provided an illusion
of coherence intelligibility and continuity in the national self at the same time they
seemed to represent a traumatic break in history and the loss of a simpler world
and their meanings could never be completely contained by the political discourse
that surrounded them reconstructing the formal rhetorical and ideological
strategies by which postwar american society reimagined and continues to
reimagine the civil war dead finseth also shows that a strain of critical thought was
alert to this dynamic from the very years of the war itself the civil war dead and
american modernity is at once a study of the politics of mortality the disintegration
of american victorianism and the role of visual and literary art in both forming and
undermining social consensus

this volume is about the type of work that poets perform and why it matters
challenging the divide between inspired poetic production and other apparently
lesser and contingent forms of labor this book considers the poetry of walt
whitman the real estate dealer herman melville the customs inspector and hart
crane the copywriter

epub versionbest selling test prep that has a companion audiobook to help learn
by ear as well perfect for students esl learners and everyone else to learn about the
most important american idioms phrases slang

for the last 150 years advertising has created a consumer culture in the united
states shaping every facet of american life from what we eat and drink to the
clothes we wear and the cars we drive in the united states advertising has carved
out an essential place in american culture and advertising messages undoubtedly
play a significant role in determining how people interpret the world around them
this three volume set examines the myriad ways that advertising has influenced
many aspects of 20th century american society such as popular culture politics and
the economy advertising not only played a critical role in selling goods to an eager
public but it also served to establish the now world renowned consumer culture of
our country and fuel the notion of the american dream the collection spotlights the
most important advertising campaigns brands and companies in american history
from the late 1800s to modern day each fact driven essay provides insight and in
depth analysis that general readers will find fascinating as well as historical details
and contextual nuance students and researchers will greatly appreciate these
volumes demonstrate why advertising is absolutely necessary not only for
companies behind the messaging but also in defining what it means to be an
american

throughout history american literature has provided an escape from the classroom
yet authors like twain melville and ellison remain key figures in high school and
college curricula this book offers an account of this paradox examining the
contentious but ultimately generative relationship between literary and scholastic
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culture in the us

the demise of the monarchy and the bodily absence of a king caused a
representational crisis in the early republic forcing the american people to
reconstruct the social symbolic order in a new and unfamiliar way social historians
have routinely understood the revolution and the early republic as projects
dedicated to and productive of reason with the people as an orderly and sensible
collective at odds with the volatile and unthinking crowd american enchantment
rejects this traditionally held vision of a rational public sphere arguing that early
americans dealt with the post monarchical crisis by engaging in civil mysticism not
systematic discussion and debate by evaluating a wide range of social and political
rituals and literary and cultural discourses sizemore shows how enchantment
becomes a vital mode of enacting the people after the demise of traditional
monarchical forms in works by charles brockden brown washington irving
catharine sedgwick and nathaniel hawthorne as well as in delaware oral histories
accounts of george washington s inauguration and methodist conversion
narratives enchantment is an experience uniquely capable of producing new forms
of popular power and social affiliation recognizing the role of enchantment in
constituting the people overturns some of the most common sense assumptions in
the post revolutionary world above all that the people are not simply a flesh and
blood substance but also a mystical force

time capsules offer unexpected insights into how people view their own time place
and culture as well as their duties to future generations remembrance of things
present traces the birth of this device to the gilded age when growing urban
volatility prompted doubts about how the period would be remembered or if it
would be remembered at all yablon details how diverse americans from presidents
and mayors to advocates for the rights of women blacks and workers constructed
prospective memories of their present they did so by contributing not just written
testimony to time capsules but also sources that historians and archivists
considered illegitimate such as photographs phonograph records films and
everyday artifacts by offering a direct line to posterity time capsules stimulated
various hopes for the future remembrance of things present delves into these
treasure chests to unearth those forgotten futures

in this era of tweets and blogs it is easy to assume that the self obsessive recording
of daily minutiae is a recent phenomenon but americans have been navel gazing
since nearly the beginning of the republic the daily planner variously called the
daily diary commercial diary and portable account book first emerged in colonial
times as a means of telling time tracking finances locating the nearest inn and even
planning for the coming winter they were carried by everyone from george
washington to the soldiers who fought the civil war and by the twentieth century
this document had become ubiquitous in the american home as a way of recording
a great deal more than simple accounts in this appealing history of the daily act of
self reckoning molly mccarthy explores just how vital these unassuming and easily
overlooked stationery staples are to those who use them from their origins in
almanacs and blank books through the nineteenth century and on to the enduring
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legacy of written introspection mccarthy has penned an exquisite biography of an
almost ubiquitous document that has borne witness to american lives in all of their
complexity and mundanity

in the transatlantic world of the late eighteenth century easterly winds blew radical
thought to america thomas paine had already arrived on these shores in 1774 and
made his mark as a radical pamphleteer during the revolution in his wake followed
more than 200 other radical exiles english dissenters whigs and painites scottish
lads o parts and irish patriots who became influential newspaper writers and
editors and helped change the nature of political discourse in a young nation
michael durey has written the first full scale analysis of these radicals evaluating
the long term influence their ideas have had on american political thought
transatlantic radicals uncovers the roots of their radicalism in the old world and
tells the story of how these men came to be exiled how they emigrated and how
they participated in the politics of their adopted country nearly all of these radicals
looked to paine as their spiritual leader and to thomas jefferson as their political
champion they held egalitarian anti federalist values and promoted an extreme
form of participatory democracy that found a niche in the radical wing of jefferson
s republican party their divided views on slavery however reveal that democratic
republicanism was unable to cope with the realities of that institution as political
activists during the 1790s they proved crucial to jefferson s 1800 presidential
victory then after his views moderated and their influence waned many repatriated
others drifted into anonymity and a few managed to find success in the new world
although many of these men are known to us through other histories their
influence as a group has never before been so closely examined durey persuasively
demonstrates that the intellectual ferment in britain did indeed have tremendous
influence on american politics his account of that influence sheds considerable
light on transatlantic political history and differences in religious political and
economic freedoms skillfully balancing a large cast of characters transatlantic
radicals depicts the diversity of their experiences and shows how crucial these
reluctant émigrés were to shaping our republic in its formative years

during the days of slavery in america racism and often faulty medical theories
contributed to an atmosphere in which african americans were seen as chattel
some white physicians claimed that african americans had physiological and
anatomical differences that made them well suited for slavery these attitudes
continued into the reconstruction and jim crow eras in race and medicine historian
todd savitt presents revised and updated versions of his seminal essays on the
medical history of african americans in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries especially in the south this collection examines a variety of aspects of
african american medical history including health and illnesses medical
experimentation early medical schools and medical professionals and slave life
insurance savitt examines the history of sickle cell anemia and identifies the first
two patients with the disease noted in medical literature he proposes an
explanation of why the disease was not well known in the general african american
population for at least 50 years after its discovery charleston low country and not
elsewhere in the country other topics savitt explores include african american
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medical schools the formation of an african american medical profession and sids
among virginia slaves with its new research data and interpretations of existing
materials race and medicine will be a valuable resource to those interested in the
history of medicine and african american history as well as to the medical
community
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