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ordained  as  a  priest  antonio  lucio  vivaldi  became one of  europe s  most  popular

composers  during  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  he  wrote  hundreds  of

concertos dozens of operas and many sacred works before his music fell out of fashion

during the latter part of his life he died in obscurity and his work suffered a similar fate

for almost two centuries his music was rescued from oblivion in the 1930s his most

famous work the four seasons has since become one of the best selling classical

compositions of all time

antonio vivaldi s rediscovery after world war ii quickly led him from obscurity to his

present renown as one of the most popular 18th century composers heller s biography

presents the important facets of his life his works and his influence on music history karl

heller s biography of antonio vivaldi originally published in germany in 1991 in celebration

of the 250th anniversary of the composer s death presents the most important facets of

vivaldi  s life  of  his  works and of  his  influence on music history this  new english

translation incorporates recent vivaldi research by the author and others providing new

factual material and fresh insights including the latest painstaking efforts at dating vivaldi

s compositions written for musicians and music students as well as for the many other

lovers of vivaldi s music the book also offers musicologists little known material new

information and new perspectives on the composer publisher description

born in venice italy antonio vivaldi was one of the most influential and highly regarded

baroque composers although his fame blazed only briefly he is most remembered for his

concertos particularly the four seasons but his overall production was enormous ranging

from orchestral and vocal music for both secular and church settings as well as opera

scores and libretti in addition vivaldi was a master violinist and spent much of his career

as an instructor at a famous institution for girls the hospital of mercy he was educated

as a priest but poor health and probably a lack of interest in the calling encouraged him

to follow another path in life during his lifetime the red haired virtuoso and opera

impresario was easily among the most famous musicians in italy this fame eventually
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extended throughout civilized europe his name was sufficient to open doors to the

richest and most powerful people in the western world before his death however his

heyday had long passed after an extended period of obscurity the music of vivaldi

underwent a revival in the early 20th century this book is vivaldi s incredible story

detailed survey of vivaldi s unjustly neglected chamber cantatas showing them to stand

comparison with his more famous works vivaldi s chamber cantatas for solo voice some

forty in total are steadily gaining in popularity but because of their relatively small place

in the oeuvre of a composer famed for his productivity and also on account of the

general scholarly neglect of their genre they are little discussed in the literature this book

comprehensively explores their  literary and musical  background their  relation to the

composer s biography the chronology of their composition and their musical qualities

each cantata is discussed individually but there is also a broader consideration of aspects

concerning  them collectively  such as  performance practice  topical  allusion  and the

conventions of italian verse the author argues that while vivalid s cantatas are not as

innovative as his concertos and operas he produced several masterpieces in the genre

that rank with his best music michael talbot is emeritus professor of music at the

university of liverpool

antonio vivaldi the red priest of baroque music is the biography of antonio vivaldi he was

a venetian priest and baroque music composer as well as a famous virtuoso violinist he

was born and raised in the republic of venice the four seasons a series of four violin

concertos is his best known work and a highly popular baroque music piece vivaldi is

considered one of the composers who brought baroque music to evolve into a classical

style at the height of his career vivaldi received commissions from european nobles and

royalty vivaldi  s life  like those of  many composers of  the time ended in financial

difficulties antonio vivaldi the red priest of baroque music is highly recommended for

those interested in reading more about this priest and talented musician

this study of vivaldi s late operas grew out of an interest not so much in vivaldi but in

baroque opera in general on examining the position of research into this genre a few

years ago it appeared that most of the important composers in this field had been

investigated to some degree with the exception of vivaldi as mario rinaldi has shown in
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his survey of vivaldi research the vocal works were neglected until the last few years

and despite the impetus provided by the tercentenary of his birth in 1978 the balance

has not yet been restored considering the popularity of his instrumental works it seemed

rather  unfair  that  his  theatrical  music  should  be  virtually  ignored  an  interesting

comparison can be made here with haydn and so the present work aims to throw some

light onto this side of his activities for practical reasons it was impossible to take into

account all the surviving operatic fragments scattered throughout the libraries of europe

however as all the most important manuscripts are housed in turin these formed the

basis of this study with the addition of six arias from ercole su l termodonte in a

manuscript  in  the  bibliothèque  du  conservatoire  national  de  musique  paris  further

restrictions however were still necessary and so as many of the later works use librettos

by leading figures such as zeno and metastasio these mature operas dating from 1727

onwards seemed the most obvious on which to concentrate one opera griselda has been

singled out for particular attention on account of the available information concerning the

adaptation  of  zeno s  libretto  and vivaldi  s  score  of  this  work  has  recently  been

reproduced in the garland series of facsimiles of italian opera most of the work that has

been done on the operas so far has tended to approach them from the point of view of

the concertos constantly drawing parallels between the two styles there are obviously

many connections but for the most part this investigation has tried to view them as

dramatic works in their own right the way in which vivaldi as a man of the theatre would

surely have regarded them from preface

the four seasons were composed by antonio vivaldi an italian composer these are four

violin concertos that give musical expression to the seasons of the year it was published

as il cimento dell armonia e dell inventione the contest between harmony and invention

the compositions were a revolution in musical concepts each concerti included sonnets

poems  possibly  written  by  vivaldi  and  in  his  work  he  demonstrated  musical

representation of singing birds buzzing flies barking dogs storms landscapes and warm

winter fires the four seasons violin concerto no 1 in e major rv 269 la primavera spring i

allegro ii largo iii danza pastorale violin concerto no 2 in g minor rv 315 l estate summer

i allegro non molto ii adagio e piano presto e forte iii presto violin concerto no 3 in f

major rv 293 l autunno autumn i allegro ii adagio molto iii allegro violin concerto no 4 in
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f minor rv 297 l inverno winter i allegro non molto ii largo iii allegro these four violin

concertos have been arranged for the piano the sonnets are included before each

concerto and i hope you enjoy getting to know the perfect harmony between music and

poetry

this study of vivaldi s late operas grew out of an interest not so much in vivaldi but in

baroque opera in general on examining the position of research into this genre a few

years ago it appeared that most of the important composers in this field had been

investigated to some degree with the exception of vivaldi as mario rinaldi has shown in

his survey of vivaldi research the vocal works were neglected until the last few years

and despite the impetus provided by the tercentenary of his birth in 1978 the balance

has not yet been restored considering the popularity of his instrumental works it seemed

rather  unfair  that  his  theatrical  music  should  be  virtually  ignored  an  interesting

comparison can be made here with haydn and so the present work aims to throw some

light onto this side of his activities for practical reasons it was impossible to take into

account all the surviving operatic fragments scattered throughout the libraries of europe

however as all the most important manuscripts are housed in turin these formed the

basis of this study with the addition of six arias from ercole su l termodonte in a

manuscript  in  the  bibliothèque  du  conservatoire  national  de  musique  paris  further

restrictions however were still necessary and so as many of the later works use librettos

by leading figures such as zeno and metastasio these mature operas dating from 1727

onwards seemed the most obvious on which to concentrate one opera griselda has been

singled out for particular attention on account of the available information concerning the

adaptation  of  zeno s  libretto  and vivaldi  s  score  of  this  work  has  recently  been

reproduced in the garland series of facsimiles of italian opera most of the work that has

been done on the operas so far has tended to approach them from the point of view of

the concertos constantly drawing parallels between the two styles there are obviously

many connections but for the most part this investigation has tried to view them as

dramatic works in their own right the way in which vivaldi as a man of the theatre would

surely have regarded them from preface

the italian composer and violinist antonio vivaldi left a decisive mark on the form of the

concerto influencing the emerging style of late baroque music in spite of his widespread
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popularity today vivaldi was largely forgotten after death and his reputation was only re

established in the 1920 s vivaldi s greatest contribution to the history of classical music

was his development of the ritornello form where recurrent restatements of a refrain

alternate with further episodic passages by a solo instrument allowing for greater depth

of virtuosic display the passion and lyricism of vivaldi s music would have a lasting

impact on baroque and classical era composers delphi s great composers series offers

concise illustrated guides to the life and works of our greatest composers analysing the

masterworks  of  each  composer  these  interactive  ebooks  include  links  to  popular

streaming services allowing you to listen to the pieces of music you are reading about

evaluating the masterworks of each composer you will explore the development of their

works tracing how they changed the course of music history whether a classical novice

or a cultivated connoisseur this series offers an intriguing overview of the world s most

famous and iconic compositions this volume presents vivaldi s masterworks in succinct

detail  with  informative  introductions  accompanying  illustrations  and  streaming  links

version 1 concise and informative overview of vivaldi s masterworks learn about the

classical pieces that made vivaldi a celebrated composer links to popular streaming

services free and paid allowing you to listen to the masterpieces you re reading about

features a special complete compositions section with an index of vivaldi s complete

extant  works  and links  to  popular  streaming services  links  to  rare  works  recently

rediscovered please note due to the relative recent obscurity of vivaldi s reputation

which was only restored in the mid twentieth century we are sadly unable to provide our

usual  range  of  bonus  texts  of  biographies  critical  essays  or  letters  contents  the

masterworks violin sonata in a major op 2 l estro armonico op 3 la stravaganza op 4

gloria in d major rv 589 oboe concerto in a minor rv 461 juditha triumphans rv 644 tito

manlio rv 778 the four seasons op 8 concerto for 2 cellos in g minor rv 531 mandolin

concerto in c major rv 425 concerto for strings in g major rv 151 flute concerto in g

minor rv 439 recorder concerto in c major rv 443 bassoon concerto in a minor rv 497

griselda rv 718 nulla in mundo pax sincera rv 630 dixit dominus in d major rv 594

complete compositions index of vivaldi s compositions please visit delphiclassics com to

learn more about our wide range of exciting titles

tonal space in the music of antonio vivaldi incorporates an analytical study of vivaldi s
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style into a more general exploration of harmonic and tonal organization in the music of

the  late  italian  baroque  the  harmonic  and  tonal  language  of  vivaldi  and  his

contemporaries full of curious links between traditional modal thinking and what would

later be considered common practice major minor tonality directly reflects the historical

circumstances of the shifting attitude toward the conceptualization of tonal space so

crucial to western art music vivaldi is examined in a completely new context allowing

both his prosaic and idiosyncratic sides to emerge clearly this book contributes to a

better understanding of vivaldi s individual style while illuminating wider processes of

stylistic development and the diffusion of artistic ideas in the 18th century

famous as a violinist as well as a composer impresario and teacher antonio vivaldi

produced over 500 concertos in his lifetime paul paradise has selected and edited eight

vivaldi concertos for string orchestra or string quartet the pieces were chosen to provide

each player with a meaningful part and have been edited with contemporary fingerings

and bowings contents are concerto in re maggiore 246 concerto in re minore 176

concerto in la minore 411 concerto in fa maggiore 288 concerto in sol minore 287

concerto in la minore 413

since 1978 the 300th anniversary of vivaldi s death there has been an explosion of

serious writing about his music life and times much of this has taken the form of articles

published in academic journals or conference proceedings some of which are not easy to

obtain  the  twenty  two articles  selected by michael  talbot  for  this  volume form a

representative selection of the best writing on vivaldi from the last 30 years featuring

such major figures in vivaldi research as reinhard strohm paul everett gastone vio and

federico  maria  sardelli  aspects  covered  include  biography  venetian  cultural  history

manuscript studies genre studies and musical analysis the intention is to serve as a first

port of call for those wishing to learn more about vivaldi or to refresh their existing

knowledge an introduction by michael talbot reviews the state of vivaldi scholarship past

and present and comments on the significance of the articles
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