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sefer ha zohar the book of radiance has amazed and overwhelmed readers ever since it emerged
mysteriously in medieval spain toward the end of the thirteenth century written in a unique
lyrical aramaic this masterpiece of kabbalah exceeds the dimensions of a normal book it is
virtually a body of literature comprising over twenty discrete sections the bulk of thezohar
consists of a running commentary on the torah from genesis through deuteronomy this fourth
volume of the zohar pritzker edition covers the first half of exodus here we find mystical
explorations of pharaoh s enslavement of the israelites the birth of moses the deliverance from
egypt the crossing of the red sea and the revelation at mount sinai throughout the zohar probes
the biblical text and seeks deeper meaningfor example the nature of evil and its relation to the
divine realm the romance of moses andshekhinah and the inner meaning of the ten commandments in the
context of the miraculous splitting of the red sea rabbi shim on reveals the mysterious name of
72 a complex divine name consisting of 216 letters 72 triads formed out of three verses in
exodus 14 these mystical interpretations are interwoven with tales of the companionsrabbis
wandering through the hills of galilee sharing their insights coming upon wisdom in the most
astonishing ways from a colorful cast of characters they meet on the road

the first two volumes of the zohar pritzker edition translated with commentary by daniel c matt
cover more than half of the zohar s commentary on the book of genesis through genesis 32 3 this
is the first translation ever made from a critical aramaic text of the zohar which has been
established by professor matt based on a wide range of original manuscripts the extensive
commentary appearing at the bottom of each page clarifies the kabbalistic symbolism and
terminology and cites sources and parallels from biblical rabbinic and kabbalistic texts the
translator s introduction is accompanied by a second introduction written by arthur green
discussing the origin and significance of the zohar for ancillary materials including the aramaic
text please visit sup s zohar home page sup org zohar further information on the zohar sefer ha
zohar the book of radiance has amazed and overwhelmed readers ever since it emerged mysteriously
in medieval spain toward the end of the thirteenth century written in a unique aramaic this
masterpiece of kabbalah exceeds the dimensions of a normal book it is virtually a body of
literature comprising over twenty discrete sections the bulk of the zohar consists of a running
commentary on the torah from genesis through deuteronomy this translation begins and focuses
here in what are projected to be ten volumes two subsequent volumes will cover other shorter
sections the zohar s commentary is composed in the form of a mystical novel the hero is rabbi shim
on son of yohai a saintly disciple of rabbi akiva who lived in the second century in the land of
israel in the zohar rabbi shim on and his companions wander through the hills of galilee discovering
and sharing secrets of torah on one level biblical figures such as abraham and sarah are the main
characters and the mystical companions interpret their words actions and personalities on a
deeper level the text of the bible is simply the starting point a springboard for the imagination for
example when god commands abraham lekh lekha go forth to the land that i will show you genesis
12 1 rabbi el azar ignores idiomatic usage and insists on reading the words more literally than
they were intended hyperliterally lekh lekha go to yourself search deep within to discover your
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true self at times the companions themselves become the main characters and we read about their
dramatic mystical sessions with rabbi shim on or their adventures on the road for example an
encounter with a cantankerous old donkey driver who turns out to be a master of wisdom in
disguise ultimately the plot of the zohar focuses on the ten sefirot the various stages of god s
inner life aspects of divine personality both feminine and masculine by penetrating the literal
surface of the torah the mystical commentators transform the biblical narrative into a
biography of god the entire torah is read as one continuous divine name expressing divine being even
a seemingly insignificant verse can reveal the inner dynamics of the sefirot how god feels responds
and acts how she and he the divine feminine and masculine relate intimately with each other and
with the world

please see the zohar home page for ancillary materials including the publication schedule press
release aramaic text questions and answers

firot the commentary on merkevet yehezkel ezekiel s chariot interprets the details of the prophet
ezekiel s chariot vision beginning with the description of the four creatures the zohar
demonstrates how divinity and the cosmos comprise a series of quaternities that pervade all being
the last main chapter includes zoharic commentary to various portions of the torah the volume
closes with a short appendix of passages that printers have labeled tosefta despite their not
fitting into that genre a suitable end to the zohar whose parameters and composition will remain
ever mysterious

the roots of jewish consciousness volume two hasidism is the second volume fullyannotated of a
major previously unpublished two part work by erich neumann 1905 1960 it was written
between 1940 and 1945 after neumann then a young philosopher and physician and freshly trained
as a disciple of jung fled berlin to settle in tel aviv he finished this work at the end of world war
ii although he never published it he kept it the rest of his life volume two hasidism is devoted to
the psychological and spiritual wisdom embodied in jewish spiritual tradition relying on jung s
concepts and buber s hasidic interpretations neumann seeks alternatives to the legalism and anti
feminine bias that he says have dominated collective judaism since the second temple he argues that
modern jews can develop psychological wholeness through an appropriation of hasidic legends
talmudic texts and kabbalistic mysteries including especially the zohar exclusively this volume
includes a foreword by moshe idel an appendix neumann s four lecture series from the 1940s gives
a glimpse of his intended unpublished part three these volumes anticipate neumann s later works
including depth psychology and a new ethic the origins and history of consciousness and the great
mother in volume two hasidism his concept of the ego self axis is developed in clearly
psychological terms four previously unpublished essays appended to volume two illustrate
neumann s developmental psychology including his theme of primary and secondary personalization
this unique work will appeal to jungian analysts and psychotherapists in training and in practice
historians of psychology jewish scholars biblical historians teachers of comparative religion as
well as academics and students

holiness is a challenge for contemporary jewish thought the concept of holiness is crucial to
religious discourse in general and to jewish discourse in particular holiness seems to express an
important feature of religious thought and of religious ways of life yet the concept is ill defined
this collection explores what concepts of holiness were operative in different periods of jewish
history and bodies of jewish literature and offers preliminary reflections on their theological and
philosophical import today the contributors illumine some of the major episodes concerning
holiness in the development of the jewish tradition they are challenged to think about the
problems and potential implicit in judaic concepts of holiness to make them explicit and to try to
retrieve the concepts for contemporary theological and philosophical reflection not all of the
contributors push into philosophical and theological territory but they all provide resources
for the reader to do so holiness is elusive but it need not be opaque this volume makes jewish
concepts of holiness lucid accessible and intellectually engaging

with the clarity and depth characteristic of the classics this spiritual bestseller lays out a
perceptive and insightful plan for living a spiritual life and achieving the ultimate goal of that
life union with god nouwen views our spiritual ascent as evolving in three movements the first
from loneliness to solitude focuses on the spiritual life as it relates to the experience of our
own selves the second from hostility to hospitality deals with our spiritual life as a life for
others the final movement from illusion to prayer offers penetrating thoughts on the most
mysterious relationship of all our relationship to god throughout nouwen emphasizes that the
more we understand and not simply deny our inner struggles the more fully we will be able to
embrace a prayerful and genuine life that is also open to others needs reaching out is a rich book
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to be read reread pondered and shared with others it does not offers answers or solutions
nouwen cautions but is written in the conviction that the quest for an authentic christian
spirituality is worth the effort and the pain since in the midst of this quest we can find signs
offering hope courage and confidence

john s gospel and the formula behind the myth of jesus is about a set of ideas that largely
dictated the form and content of john s gospel and profoundly influenced the three synoptic
gospels far from the simple narrative it seems to be john s gospel is a highly complex work geared
to the depiction of jesus as a type of cosmic figure to this end its author draws on astrology
the annual cycle of jewish festivals symbolism taken from the qabalah and a section of genesis
the book examines clues that qabalah and hellenestic astrology were already in existence at the
time of writing of genesis john s gospel and the formula behind the myth of jesus also looks at
evidence that the true nature of john s gospel has been known for some time

the aramaic texts underlying each volume of the zohar pritzker ed as well a file describing the
composition and preparation of this aramaic text texts are added as they become available

the work of elliot r wolfson has profoundly influenced the fields of jewish studies as well as
philosophy and religion more broadly his radically new approaches have created pioneering ways
of analyzing texts and thinking about religion through the lens of gender sexuality and feminist
theory the contributors to new paths in jewish and religious studies essays in honor of professor
elliot r wolfson many of whom are internationally renowned scholars hearken from diverse fields
each has learned from and collaborated with wolfson as student or colleague and each has
expanded the new scholarly directions initiated by wolfson s groundbreaking work wolfson s
scholarship gives us innovative ways to think about judaism and a fresh understanding of religion
not only a scholar wolfson is one of the most important jewish thinkers of our day chapters are
grouped according to the categories of religion jewish thought and philosophy and a focused
section on kabbalah wolfson s primary specialization the volume concludes with a bibliography
of wolfson s published work and a selection of his poetry

the story of the prophet elijah s transformation from fierce zealot to compassionate hero and
cherished figure in jewish tradition in a series on jewish lives this volume is about the jewish life the
one that goes on forever becoming elijah blends meticulous scholarship with bold literary and
poetic imagination don t miss it arthur green author of judaism for the world the author s erudite
prose and masterful command of history and faith traditions bring his subject to vibrant life this
is an edifying and accessible chronicle of a towering religious figure publishers weekly starred
review in the bible elijah is a zealous prophet attacking idolatry and injustice championing god he
performs miracles restoring life and calling down fire when his earthly life ends he vanishes in a
whirlwind carried off to heaven in a fiery chariot was this a spectacular death or did elijah
escape death entirely the latter view prevailed though residing in heaven elijah revisits earth to
help rescue enlighten and eventually herald the messiah because of his messianic role jews open the
door for elijah during each seder the meal commemorating liberation from slavery and anticipating
final redemption how did this zealot turn into a compassionate hero apparently the most popular
figure in jewish tradition becoming elijah explores this question tracing how elijah develops from
the bible to rabbinic judaism kabbalah and jewish ritual as well as christianity and islam his
transformation is pertinent and inspirational for our polarized fanatical world

the best selling author of the essential kabbalah now offers readers the best introduction to the
zohar the splendor and enigmatic appeal of the zohar the major text of the jewish mystical
tradition has never intrigued readers of all faiths more than it does today but how can we truly
understand it daniel c matt brings together in one place the most important teachings from the
zohar the cornerstone of kabbalah described as a mixture of theology mystical psychology
anthropology myth and poetry alongside facing page stories notes and historical background
that illuminate and explain the text ideal for the first time reader with no prior knowledge of
jewish mysticism guides readers step by step through the texts that make up the zohar midrash
mystical fantasy commentary and hebrew scripture and explains the inner meanings of this sacred
text recognized by kabbalists as the most important work of mystical teaching in a way that is
both spiritually enlightening and intellectually fascinating

the zohar is a mystical commentary on the torah that is the basis for kabbalah this is a difficult
book to translate matt who has taught jewish mysticism at stanford university and the hebrew
university of jerusalem is working his way through the book giving a comprehensive annotation
that offers background and explanations of the text both his own and those of other scholars
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kabbalistic manuscripts and textual theory uncovers the unstated assumptions and
expectations of scribes and scholars who fashioned editions from manuscripts of jewish mystical
literature this study offers a theory of kabbalistic textuality in which the material book the
printed page no less than handwritten manuscripts serves as the site for textual dialogue
between jewish mystics of different periods and locations the refashioning of the text through the
process of reading and commenting that takes place on the page in the margins and between the
lines blurs the boundaries between the traditionally defined roles of author reader commentator
and editor this study shows that kabbalists and academic editors reinvented the text in their own
image as part of a fluid textual process that was nothing short of transformative this book is
certainly monumental offering in its seven hundred pages a wealth of documentation and distilled
argument that manages to be both comprehensive in its materials and transparent in its critical
insights it is rare indeed that a work of such formidable scholarship can actually be a pleasure
to read and convincing in its elucidation of what are often extremely complex documentary
circumstances and editorial traditions from the foreword by david greetham

the zohar is a mystical commentary on the torah that is the basis for kabbalah this is a difficult
book to translate matt who has taught jewish mysticism at stanford university and the hebrew
university of jerusalem is working his way through the book giving a comprehensive annotation
that offers background and explanations of the text both his own and those of other scholars
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