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the venetian adventurer marco polo traveled from europe to asia in the late thirteenth
century as immortalised in his seminal work of travel literature it describes polo s assorted
travels  throughout  asia  and  his  experiences  in  the  sumptuous  court  of  kublai  khan
composed at a time when very little was known about the far east polo s account opened
new vistas to the european mind allowing western horizons to expand his description of
japan set a definite goal for christopher columbus in his journey of 1492 while polo s
detailed discoveries of spices encouraged western merchants to seek new sources and
break trading monopolies the wealth of geographic information recorded by polo was
widely used in the late fifteenth and sixteenth centuries fuelling an era of great european
discoveries delphi s medieval library provides ereaders with rare and precious works of
the middle ages with noted english translations and the original texts this ebook presents
marco polo s complete text with illustrations an informative introduction and the usual
delphi bonus material version 1 beautifully illustrated with images relating to polo s life and
adventures features the complete extant works of marco polo in both english translation
and  giovanni  battista  ramusio  s  original  italian  text  the  complete  yule  cordier  1903
translation with hundreds of illustrations and footnotes concise introduction to the text
superior formatting easily locate the sections you want to read with individual contents
tables  features  four  bonus biographies  discover  polo  s  medieval  world  contents  the
translation brief introduction to marco polo the travels of marco polo c 1300 the original
text the italian text the biographies marco polo 1832 by james augustus st john sir marco
polo the venetian and his travels in asia 1893 by w h davenport adams marco polo 1904
by john h haaren marco polo 1911 by henry yule and charles raymond beazley

volume 1 of  2 volume set  one of  the greatest  books of  all  time a vast  treasury of
invaluable observations on the peoples and geography of the near east and asia in the
13th century detailed descriptions of cities customs laws crops animals political systems
much more 200 illustrations 32 maps and site plans
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marco polo was the most famous traveller of his time his voyages began in 1271 with a
visit to china after which he served the kubilai khan on numerous diplomatic missions on
his return to the west he was made a prisoner of war and met rustichello of pisa with
whom he collaborated on this book the accounts of his travels provide a fascinating
glimpse of the different societies he encountered their religions customs ceremonies and
way of life on the spices and silks of the east on precious gems exotic vegetation and wild
beasts he tells the story of the holy shoemaker the wicked caliph and the three kings
among a great many others evoking a remote and long vanished world with colour and
immediacy

it was perhaps the first book to achieve best seller status before the invention of the
printing press it  was certainly the most controversial did venetian trader and explorer
marco polo 1254 1324 actually reach the court of kublai khan serve the emperor as his
emissary and journey the distant lands of cathay for 17 years as he relates in his travels
of  marco  polo  the  question  still  hasn  t  quite  been  settled  today  but  whether  polo
experienced firsthand the wonders of  ancient  china retold  tales he heard from arab
travelers along the silk road or simply invented half his stories this remains a delightful
read for fans of history adventure and medieval literature

the travels of marco polo vol 1 2 is a captivating anthology of exploration and adventure
chronicling  the  awe  inspiring  journeys  of  marco  polo  and  expertly  transcribed  by
rustichello of pisa this seminal work captures the diverse and often extraordinary cultures
landscapes and peoples encountered during polo s epic travels across asia and beyond
with a range of styles blending factual narration with vivid storytelling the collection allows
readers to traverse both real and mythical realms offering a rich tapestry of medieval
exploration that  establishes it  as a critical  work in  the canon of  travel  literature the
anthology is a product of the collaboration between marco polo a venetian merchant with
firsthand experience of the lands he describes and rustichello of pisa a gifted scribe
known for his ability to bring stories to life in written form together they create a narrative
deeply  embedded in  the historical  context  of  the silk  road and the complex cultural
exchanges of the 13th century this collection aligns with the era s literary movements of
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discovery  and  curiosity  showcasing  diverse  voices  and  perspectives  that  paint  a
multifaceted picture of the medieval world readers are invited to immerse themselves in
the richly detailed accounts of this anthology gaining insights into the vast expanses of the
world as seen through the eyes of polo and transcribed by pisa the travels of marco polo
is  not  just  a  journey  into  distant  lands  but  also  an  exploration  of  diverse  human
experiences and ambitions offering invaluable lessons in history culture and the relentless
pursuit of knowledge this two volume set is essential for anyone interested in the early
dynamics of global interaction and the legacies of medieval exploration in this enriched
edition we have carefully created added value for your reading experience a succinct
introduction situates the work s timeless appeal and themes the synopsis outlines the
central  plot  highlighting  key  developments  without  spoiling  critical  twists  a  detailed
historical context immerses you in the era s events and influences that shaped the writing
a thorough analysis dissects symbols motifs and character arcs to unearth underlying
meanings reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work s messages
connecting them to modern life hand picked memorable quotes shine a spotlight  on
moments of literary brilliance interactive footnotes clarify unusual references historical
allusions and archaic phrases for an effortless more informed read

marco polo almost the first european man to reach the wonderful world of east asia the
travels of marco polo is a 13th century travelogue written down by rustichello da pisa from
stories told by marco polo when they where emprisoned together in genoa describing polo
s travels  through asia  persia  china and indonesia  between 1276 and 1291 and his
experiences became at the court of the mongol leader kublai khan

marco polo almost the first european man to reach the wonderful world of east asia the
travels of marco polo is a 13th century travelogue written down by rustichello da pisa from
stories told by marco polo when they where emprisoned together in genoa describing polo
s travels  through asia  persia  china and indonesia  between 1276 and 1291 and his
experiences became at the court of the mongol leader kublai khan

the travels of marco polo vol 1 2 is a monumental exploration of medieval experiences
across vast and diverse landscapes this collection spans a rich tapestry of genres from
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anecdotal narratives geographic descriptions to historical accounts capturing the curiosity
and thirst  for  knowledge intrinsic  to  the  13th  century  its  narratives  traverse through
bustling bazaars imperial  courts and mystical lands offering a plethora of voices and
stories that collectively forge a path of discovery among its significant sections tales of the
great khan s court and the intricate network of silk road trading routes stand out illustrating
the blend of myth and reality that characterizes medieval travel literature the collaborative
efforts of marco polo a venetian merchant and rustichello of pisa a skilled writer are
instrumental  in  bringing  these  epochal  adventures  to  life  their  diverse  backgrounds
melding the mercantile prowess of the west with the literary finesse of the italian peninsula
give the work a distinctive voice that resonates with the spirit of exploration this anthology
aligns itself with the broader medieval tradition of travel tales offering a window into cross
cultural exchanges and the burgeoning global consciousness of the era recommended for
anyone eager  to  delve into historical  currents  and narratives this  anthology offers  a
distinct synthesis of observation imagination and recorded history it  allows readers to
explore numerous cultures through the lenses of polo s travels presenting a chorus of
perspectives that transcends the limitations of time the depth of exploration makes it a
valuable educational resource fostering an appreciation for the multicultural dialogues that
have shaped our histories

excerpt  from voyages and travels  of  marco polo marco polo born in  the year  1254
belonged to a noble trading family in venice his father nicolo polo was led with a brother
maffei by the enterprise of trade to visit the crimea thence they went forward to bokhara
and from bokhara they were drawn to the coast of the great emperor of china kubla khan
kubla ruled over the wide regions extending to the coasts of  china which had been
conquered by the tartar genghis khan and his immediate followers it was kubla khan who
had removed the seat of tartar government to cambaluc that is pekin which he enlarged
and glorified he had also a summer palace at shangtu as coleridge sang in xanadu did
kubla khan a stately pleasure dome decree where alph the sacred river ran through
caverns measureless to man down to a sunless sea so twice five miles of fertile ground
with walls and towers were girdled round and there were gardens bright with sinuous rills
where blossomed many an incense bearing tree and here were forests ancient as the hills
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enfolding sunny spots of greenery here or at pekin the great khan received in the father
and uncle of marco polo the first men from whom he heard descriptions of the civilisation
and religion  of  the  west  about  the  publisher  forgotten  books  publishes  hundreds  of
thousands of rare and classic books find more at forgottenbooks com this book is a
reproduction  of  an  important  historical  work  forgotten  books  uses  state  of  the  art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work preserving the original format whilst repairing
imperfections present in the aged copy in rare cases an imperfection in the original such
as a blemish or missing page may be replicated in our edition we do however repair the
vast majority of imperfections successfully any imperfections that remain are intentionally
left to preserve the state of such historical works
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