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The Tarantula In My Purse the tarantula in my purse: An Unexpected Encounter with
Nature’s Giant Imagine reaching into your purse one day and coming face-to-face with a
hairy, eight-legged creature — a tarantula. For many, this scenario sounds like a
nightmare, a bizarre nightmare that turns everyday life into an adrenaline-fueled surprise.
But what happens when this unexpected visitor isn’t just a figment of imagination but a
real tarantula hiding among your belongings? In this article, we delve into the curious
case of the tarantula in your purse, exploring how such a situation can occur, the risks
involved, and the best ways to handle it. --- Understanding the Tarantula: A Closer Look
Before addressing how a tarantula might find its way into your purse, it’s essential to
understand what these creatures are, their habits, and their natural habitats. What is a
Tarantula? Tarantulas are large, hairy spiders belonging to the family Theraphosidae.
They are often misunderstood due to their intimidating appearance, but most tarantulas
are harmless to humans. They are known for their: - Size: Ranging from 1 to 10 inches in
leg span. - Appearance: Thick, hairy bodies with a variety of colors and patterns. -
Behavior: Generally shy and prefer to avoid humans, but can be defensive if threatened.
Habitat and Distribution Tarantulas are primarily found in: - Warm, dry regions:
Including parts of the Americas, Africa, and Asia. - Underground burrows: They live in
tunnels they dig themselves, often hiding during the day. - Climatic preferences: They
thrive in habitats such as deserts, grasslands, and rainforests. Understanding their habitat
preferences is key to grasping how they might end up in unexpected places like a purse. -
-- How Can a Tarantula End Up in Your Purse? The idea of a tarantula sneaking into
your purse might seem far-fetched, but there are plausible scenarios where this can
happen. 1. Accidental Transport from Natural Habitats Many people who travel or hike
in areas populated by tarantulas may unintentionally carry them home. For example: -

Hiking gear or clothing: Tarantulas may hide in shoes, backpacks, or clothing if left
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outside or in natural settings. - Travel luggage: Suitcases or 2 bags left in infested
environments can harbor these arachnids. 2. Domestic Encounters and Misplacement In
some cases, tarantulas may be kept as exotic pets and accidentally escape or are released
into homes, leading to situations where they may crawl into purses or bags. 3. Urban and
Suburban Spread While traditionally associated with wild habitats, some tarantula
species have adapted to urban environments, hiding in gardens, sheds, or even inside
homes. If they crawl into purses stored near these areas, they could inadvertently be
transported. 4. Contamination or Stowaways in Items Imported goods, such as plants,
furniture, or clothing from regions where tarantulas are native, might carry these spiders
or their eggs. --- Signs That You Have a Tarantula in Your Purse Detecting a tarantula in
your purse requires vigilance. Here are signs to look for: - Unusual Movement: Feeling
something crawling or moving inside your bag. - Hairy Texture: Noticing a hairy or
rough surface when you touch your purse. - Sudden Fear or Discomfort: Feeling a
strange presence or sharp movement when opening your purse. - Visual Confirmation:
Spotting the spider during an inspection. --- Risks and Safety Concerns While most
tarantulas are not deadly, their presence in your purse warrants caution. Potential Risks -
Bites: Although rare and usually not serious, a tarantula bite can cause pain, swelling,
and allergic reactions. - Allergic Reactions: Some individuals may experience severe
allergic responses. - Psychological Stress: Encountering a tarantula unexpectedly can
cause panic or anxiety. First Aid Measures If bitten: - Clean the wound thoroughly with
soap and water. - Apply ice to reduce swelling. - Seek medical attention, especially if
allergic reactions occur or if the bite site becomes infected. --- 3 How to Safely Remove
a Tarantula from Your Purse Encountering a tarantula in your purse can be alarming, but
remaining calm is crucial. Steps to Safely Handle the Situation 1. Stay Calm and Avoid
Sudden Movements Panic can cause the spider to become defensive or aggressive. 2.
Prepare the Necessary Equipment - A sturdy container or jar with a lid. - A piece of stiff
paper or cardboard. - Gloves (optional, for added safety). 3. Gently Isolate the Tarantula
- Carefully open your purse in a quiet, well-lit area. - Locate the spider without startling

it. - Gently coax the spider into the container using the paper or a soft brush. 4. Secure
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the Container - Once the spider is inside, cover it securely. - Avoid squeezing or harming
the spider. 5. Release the Tarantula Safely - Take the container outdoors, away from
your home. - Release the tarantula in a suitable habitat, such as a garden or wooded area.
--- Preventative Measures to Avoid Future Encounters Prevention is always better than
dealing with unexpected surprises. Here are effective strategies: 1. Regular Inspection of
Bags and Belongings - Check purses, backpacks, and luggage before bringing them
indoors, especially after outdoor activities. 2. Proper Storage - Store bags in sealed
plastic containers or cabinets to prevent access by insects or spiders. 3. Avoid Leaving
Items Outside - Keep shoes, clothes, and bags off the ground and inside closed spaces. 4.
Be Cautious When Traveling - Inspect luggage after trips to natural areas. - Shake out
clothing and gear before bringing them into your home. 5. Use Natural Repellents -
Consider essential oils like peppermint or tea tree oil, which may deter spiders. --- 4
Understanding the Ecological Role of Tarantulas While encountering a tarantula
unexpectedly can be unsettling, it’s important to recognize their ecological significance.
Benefits of Tarantulas in the Ecosystem - Pest Control: They help control insect
populations. - Food Source: They serve as prey for larger animals like birds and reptiles.
- Biodiversity Indicators: Their presence indicates a healthy ecosystem. --- Conclusion:
Embracing Awareness and Respect The story of the tarantula in your purse may be
startling, but with proper understanding and calm action, it can be managed safely.
Recognizing their natural behaviors, habitats, and the ways they might inadvertently
hitch a ride into our lives helps foster respect for these fascinating creatures. While most
tarantulas pose minimal threat to humans, awareness and preventative measures are
essential for safety and peace of mind. Remember, these spiders are an integral part of
our world's biodiversity, and handling encounters with respect and caution ensures
harmony between humans and nature. QuestionAnswer What should I do if I find a
tarantula in my purse? If you find a tarantula in your purse, remain calm and avoid
panicking. Carefully remove the purse outside, and use a container or gloves to gently
trap the spider, then release it away from your home. How did a tarantula get into my

purse? Tarantulas can sometimes crawl into bags, especially if they are stored near
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outdoor areas like gardens or sheds. They may enter in search of shelter or prey, so
always check your bags before bringing them inside. Are tarantulas dangerous to
humans? Most tarantula species are not dangerous to humans; their bites are similar to a
bee sting and may cause mild irritation. However, some individuals can have allergic
reactions, so it's best to handle them with caution or seek medical advice if bitten. Can a
tarantula live in my purse long-term? It's unlikely a tarantula would survive long-term in
your purse without food, water, and proper environment. If you find one, it's best to
safely release it outdoors rather than keeping it inside. How can I prevent tarantulas from
getting into my bags? To prevent tarantulas from entering your bags, store them in sealed
containers or in cool, dry areas away from outdoor habitats. Regularly check and shake
out bags before use, especially if stored near spider-prone areas. 5 Should I be worried
about a tarantula in my purse if I have small children or pets? Yes, it's important to
remove the tarantula safely to prevent potential bites or allergic reactions, especially if
you have children or pets. Always handle the situation carefully and consult a
professional if needed. Are there any signs that a tarantula might be hiding in my
belongings? Signs include seeing movement, shed exoskeletons, or the presence of
webbing. Regularly inspecting your bags and belongings can help detect and prevent
unexpected encounters with spiders like tarantulas. The Tarantula in My Purse: An
Unexpected Encounter and Its Fascinating World --- Introduction: When the Ordinary
Turns Extraordinary Imagine reaching into your purse, expecting to find your usual
essentials—lipstick, keys, maybe a notebook—and instead, encountering a creature that
seems straight out of a horror movie: a tarantula. While such an event is rare and
startling, it opens a window into the intriguing world of these misunderstood arachnids.
In this comprehensive exploration, we'll delve into the biology, behavior, habitat, and
cultural perceptions of tarantulas, especially in contexts where they unexpectedly appear
in human belongings like purses. --- Understanding Tarantulas: An Overview What Are
Tarantulas? Tarantulas are large, hairy spiders belonging to the family Theraphosidae.
They are among the most recognizable and often misunderstood arachnids worldwide.

With over 1,000 identified species, tarantulas vary significantly in size, color, and
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habitat. Key Characteristics - Size: They can range from 2.5 cm (1 inch) in smaller
species to over 30 cm (12 inches) across in the case of the Goliath birdeater (Theraphosa
blondi). - Appearance: Characterized by robust bodies covered in dense hair, with colors
ranging from brown and black to vibrant reds and blues. - Lifespan: Females tend to live
longer than males—up to 25 years in captivity, whereas males often live around 5-10
years. - Venom: While tarantula venom is potent enough to subdue prey, it’s generally
not dangerous to humans, causing symptoms similar to a bee sting. --- The Journey of a
Tarantula to Your Purse: How Do They End Up There? Common Scenarios 1.
Accidental Hitchhiking: Tarantulas may inadvertently climb into bags, backpacks, or
purses when resting near their natural habitat, especially in regions where they are
prevalent. 2. Seeking Shelter: In urban or suburban areas, tarantulas might seek refuge in
cluttered storage areas, which can include areas where purses are kept. 3. Transportation
via Goods: Sometimes, tarantulas are transported through plant products, clothing, or
other materials that are shipped across regions. Factors Contributing to Such Encounters
- Habitat Overlap: In regions like the southwestern United States, Central and South
America, tarantulas are native and sometimes invade human spaces. - Climatic
Conditions: Warm, humid environments encourage tarantula activity, increasing chances
of accidental encounters. - Clutter and Storage Habits: Purses stored in garages, closets,
or near outdoor areas are more susceptible to harboring small creatures. --- The
Biological and Behavioral Aspects of Tarantulas Anatomy and Physiology - Body
Segments: Two main parts—cephalothorax and abdomen. - Legs: Eight articulated legs,
each with The Tarantula In My Purse 6 sensitive hairs that detect vibrations and air
currents. - Setae: Dense hairs that serve sensory functions and occasionally cause
irritation if they come into contact with skin. Feeding Habits Tarantulas are primarily
carnivorous, feeding on insects, small mammals, and other invertebrates. Their hunting
involves: - Ambush Predation: They wait motionless for prey to come close. - Venom
Injection: When prey is caught, they bite and inject venom to immobilize and pre-digest
it. - Silk Use: They produce silk for lining their burrows, creating egg sacs, or making

draglines for navigation. Behavior and Temperament - Defense Mechanisms: When
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threatened, tarantulas may rear up, flick urticating hairs (in New World species), or even
flick hairs at the predator. - Urticating Hairs: Fine, barbed hairs that can cause irritation
to skin or mucous membranes, a primary defense in many New World tarantulas. -
Aggression Levels: Generally, they prefer to avoid humans and will only bite if
provoked or handled roughly. --- Cultural Perceptions and Myths Common
Misconceptions - Deadly Venom: While some species possess potent venom, fatalities
are virtually unheard of in humans. - Aggressiveness: Tarantulas are more likely to
retreat than attack; bites are usually defensive. - Hair as a Weapon: Urticating hairs can
cause irritation but are not deadly. Cultural Significance - In some cultures, tarantulas are
considered symbols of patience and resilience. - They are used in traditional medicine or
as culinary delicacies in certain regions, such as parts of Colombia and Venezuela. -
Popular media often exaggerates their danger, leading to irrational fears. --- Safety and
Handling: What To Do If You Find a Tarantula in Your Purse Immediate Actions 1. Stay
Calm: Avoid panicking; sudden movements may provoke the spider. 2. Do Not Touch:
Refrain from attempting to remove or handle the tarantula directly. 3. Isolate the Item:
Carefully place the purse in a secure box or container to prevent the spider from
escaping. 4. Use Protective Gear: Wear gloves if you need to handle the purse or if
removal is necessary. Removal and Release - Professional Assistance: Contact pest
control or wildlife professionals experienced with arachnids. - Safe Transfer: If
comfortable, gently coax the spider into a container using a scoop or thick paper, then
release it outdoors away from human dwellings. Preventative Measures - Regularly
inspect stored items, especially in regions where tarantulas are common. - Keep purses
and bags off the floor or in sealed containers. - Reduce clutter in storage areas to
minimize hiding spots. --- The Ecology of Tarantulas: Their Role in the Environment
Ecosystem Contributions - Predators: Help control insect populations such as beetles,
crickets, and roaches. - Prey: Serve as food for larger animals, including birds, mammals,
and reptiles. Habitat Preferences - Natural Habitats: Tarantulas favor burrows, hollow
trees, and rocky crevices. - Urban Adaptations: Some species adapt to human

environments, living under houses or in gardens. Conservation Status - Many tarantula
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species face threats from habitat destruction and illegal pet trade. - Conservation efforts
focus on habitat preservation and responsible pet ownership. --- Tarantulas in the Pet
Trade: An Ethical Perspective Popularity as Pets - Due to their fascinating appearance
and The Tarantula In My Purse 7 manageable care requirements, tarantulas are popular
among exotic pet enthusiasts. - Species like the Chilean rose tarantula (Grammostola
rosea) and the Mexican redknee (Brachypelma smithi) are common. Ethical
Considerations - Ensure captive-bred specimens to prevent wild population depletion. -
Provide proper habitat, diet, and environmental conditions. - Avoid releasing captive
tarantulas into the wild, which can disrupt local ecosystems. --- Final Thoughts:
Appreciating the Mystique, Respecting the Danger Encountering a tarantula
unexpectedly—such as in your purse—is undeniably startling. However, understanding
these creatures' biology, behavior, and ecological role helps demystify them and reduce
unwarranted fears. These arachnids are not inherently aggressive towards humans and
play a vital part in maintaining ecological balance. With proper knowledge and respect,
accidental encounters can be managed safely, and the fascinating world of tarantulas can
be appreciated rather than feared. Whether viewed as a biological marvel or a creature to
be cautious of, tarantulas remind us of the incredible diversity of life that exists
alongside us, often hidden in plain sight. --- Additional Resources for Enthusiasts and
Concerned Individuals - Books: "Tarantulas: The Most Complete Guide to Care and
Breeding" by Andrew Smith - Websites: Reptile and arachnid conservation organizations
- Local Experts: Entomologists and arachnologists for identification and advice --- In
conclusion, the unexpected presence of a tarantula in your purse exemplifies the
importance of awareness and understanding of these remarkable arachnids. By
approaching the situation calmly and informed, you can ensure safety for yourself and
the spider, fostering coexistence with these misunderstood yet fascinating creatures.

tarantula, purse, arachnid, insect, fear, phobia, surprise, unexpected, creepy, pet

In Your PurseA Dictionary of Sexual Language and Imagery in Shakespearean and

Stuart LiteratureThe Bible class magazine [ed. by C.H. Bateman].The Complete

7 The Tarantula In My Purse



The Tarantula In My Purse

Concordance to Shakespere: being a verbal index to all the passages in the dramatic
works of the poetDoidge's Western Counties' [llustrated Annual for ...Arthur's Home
MagazineThe English Illustrated MagazineThe Complete Concordance to
ShakspereHardiboy James; or, Chums and chappies, a story of school life. [Followed by]
The Bangwell boysThe Shakespeare Phrase BookThe Story of the Upper Canadian
RebellionThe Complete Concordance to ShakspeareThe History of the Literature of
Wales, from the Year 1300 to the Year 1650Sourcebook in the Mathematics of Medieval
Europe and North AfricaA Complete Practical Treatise on Criminal Procedure, Pleading,
and Evidence, in Indictable CasesBow BellsThe Complete Concordance to
ShakespeareMarked For MarriageRound the Yule LogThe British Juvenile Kelley
Styring Gordon Williams National Sunday school union Mary Victoria Cowden
CLARKE Mary Cowden Clarke James Hardiboy (fict.name.) John Bartlett John Charles
Dent Mary Cowden Clarke Charles Wilkins (of Merthyr-Tydfil.) Victor J. Katz John
Frederick Archbold Mary Cowden Clarke Jackie Merritt Peter Christen Asbjgrnsen

In Your Purse A Dictionary of Sexual Language and Imagery in Shakespearean and
Stuart Literature The Bible class magazine [ed. by C.H. Bateman]. The Complete
Concordance to Shakespere: being a verbal index to all the passages in the dramatic
works of the poet Doidge's Western Counties' [llustrated Annual for ... Arthur's Home
Magazine The English Illustrated Magazine The Complete Concordance to Shakspere
Hardiboy James; or, Chums and chappies, a story of school life. [Followed by] The
Bangwell boys The Shakespeare Phrase Book The Story of the Upper Canadian
Rebellion The Complete Concordance to Shakspeare The History of the Literature of
Wales, from the Year 1300 to the Year 1650 Sourcebook in the Mathematics of
Medieval Europe and North Africa A Complete Practical Treatise on Criminal
Procedure, Pleading, and Evidence, in Indictable Cases Bow Bells The Complete
Concordance to Shakespeare Marked For Marriage Round the Yule Log The British
Juvenile Kelley Styring Gordon Williams National Sunday school union Mary Victoria
Cowden CLARKE Mary Cowden Clarke James Hardiboy (fict.name.) John Bartlett John
Charles Dent Mary Cowden Clarke Charles Wilkins (of Merthyr-Tydfil.) Victor J. Katz

8 The Tarantula In My Purse



The Tarantula In My Purse

John Frederick Archbold Mary Cowden Clarke Jackie Merritt Peter Christen Asbjgrnsen

in your purse archaeology of the american handbag chronicles the first ever dig into the
physical and psychological depths of the only physical object that connects the home
where needs are created and the store where purchases are made that fill those needs a
woman s purse it is at once a financial center a medicine cabinet a pharmacy a cosmetic
counter a communications hub a safe deposit box and a stash for keepsakes of
irreplaceable sentimental value but for every programmable pda or cell phone there are a
hundred little scraps of paper with important phone numbers scrawled on them for every
key there is at least one key fob or doodad not so much connecting the keys as marking
the territory for women who make roughly 70 of all retail purchases the purse is a vital
tool for daily living that is filled with emotional consequences a woman s purse is a bag
of contradiction on a string it is the nerve center of her life holding all manner of vital
and precious things yet most purses are a disorganized pit mixing the tools of daily life
keys wallet phone everything with the detritus of living gum wrappers expired coupons
hair and general filth of every type most women who carry a purse cannot imagine how
life would go on without it contradiction is where the genius of innovation lies this study
is a catalyst for innovation in an almost unlimited number of categories by studying the
purse the innovator can identify unmet and unarticulated needs by paying homage to the
contradictions observed and build products to satisfy these needs the first company to do

that will win a spot in the purse and in the woman s heart as a consumer

providing an alphabetical listing of sexual language and locution in 16th and 17th
century english this book draws especially on the more immediate literary modes the
theatre broadside ballads newsbooks and pamphlets the aim is to assist the reader of
shakespearean and stuart literature to identify metaphors and elucidate meanings and
more broadly to chart through illustrative quotation shifting and recurrent linguistic
patterns linguistic habit is closely bound up with the ideas and assumptions of a period
and the figurative language of sexuality across this period is highly illuminating of socio

cultural change as well as linguistic development thus the entries offer as much to those
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concerned with social history and the history of ideas as to the reader of shakespeare or

dryden

medieval europe was a meeting place for the christian jewish and islamic civilizations
and the fertile intellectual exchange of these cultures can be seen in the mathematical
developments of the time this sourcebook presents original latin hebrew and arabic
sources of medieval mathematics and shows their cross cultural influences most of the
hebrew and arabic sources appear here in translation for the first time readers will
discover key mathematical revelations foundational texts and sophisticated writings by
latin hebrew and arabic speaking mathematicians including abner of burgos s elegant
arguments proving results on the conchoid a curve previously unknown in medieval
europe levi ben gershon s use of mathematical induction in combinatorial proofs al mu
taman ibn hud s extensive survey of mathematics which included proofs of heron s
theorem and ceva s theorem and muhyi al din al maghribi s interesting proof of euclid s
parallel postulate the book includes a general introduction section introductions footnotes
and references the sourcebook in the mathematics of medieval europe and north africa
will be indispensable to anyone seeking out the important historical sources of

premodern mathematics

after a rodeo accident barrel racing queen maddie kincaid was hotter than a fireball and
wilder than tumbleweed she sure didn t take to convalescing as well as she should have
neither did she want handsome but uptight dr noah martin acting as her personal
physician no sooner did the oh so perfect doctor make a house call than maddie made
threats armed with a paperweight and a lack of modesty but as noah flashed his bedroom
eyes and lectured his dr feelgood philosophy maddie discovered to her pleasure and
confusion that this man was hell bent on making her well and giving his sprightly patient

a tantalizing lesson in love

This is likewise one of the factors by obtaining the soft documents of this The
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1. What is a The Tarantula In My Purse PDF? A

PDF (Portable Document Format) is a file

format developed by Adobe that preserves the

layout and formatting of a document,
regardless of the software, hardware, or

operating system used to view or print it.

2. How do I create a The Tarantula In My Purse

PDF? There are several ways to create a PDF:

3. Use software like Adobe Acrobat, Microsoft
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Word, or Google Docs, which often have
built-in PDF creation tools. Print to PDF:
Many applications and operating systems
have a "Print to PDF" option that allows you
to save a document as a PDF file instead of
printing it on paper. Online converters: There
are various online tools that can convert

different file types to PDF.

. How do I edit a The Tarantula In My Purse

PDF? Editing a PDF can be done with
software like Adobe Acrobat, which allows
direct editing of text, images, and other
elements within the PDF. Some free tools,
like PDFescape or Smallpdf, also offer basic
editing capabilities.

How do I convert a The Tarantula In My
Purse PDF to another file format? There are
multiple ways to convert a PDF to another

format:

. Use online converters like Smallpdf, Zamzar,

or Adobe Acrobats export feature to convert
PDFs to formats like Word, Excel, JPEG, etc.
Software like Adobe Acrobat, Microsoft
Word, or other PDF editors may have options

to export or save PDFs in different formats.

How do I password-protect a The Tarantula In
My Purse PDF? Most PDF editing software
allows you to add password protection. In
Adobe Acrobat, for instance, you can go to
"File" -> "Properties" -> "Security" to set a
password to restrict access or editing

capabilities.
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8. Are there any free alternatives to Adobe
Acrobat for working with PDFs? Yes, there
are many free alternatives for working with
PDFs, such as:

9. LibreOffice: Offers PDF editing features.
PDFsam: Allows splitting, merging, and
editing PDFs. Foxit Reader: Provides basic
PDF viewing and editing capabilities.

10. How do I compress a PDF file? You can use
online tools like Smallpdf, ILovePDF, or
desktop software like Adobe Acrobat to
compress PDF files without significant
quality loss. Compression reduces the file

size, making it easier to share and download.

11. Can I fill out forms in a PDF file? Yes, most
PDF viewers/editors like Adobe Acrobat,
Preview (on Mac), or various online tools
allow you to fill out forms in PDF files by

selecting text fields and entering information.

12. Are there any restrictions when working with
PDFs? Some PDFs might have restrictions set
by their creator, such as password protection,
editing restrictions, or print restrictions.
Breaking these restrictions might require
specific software or tools, which may or may
not be legal depending on the circumstances

and local laws.
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reader. From classic novels that have
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Regular updates ensure that the content
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readers to new authors, genres, and
perspectives. The unpredictable flow of
literary treasures mirrors the burstiness that

defines human expression.
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licensed for free distribution, or provided
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