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this is the most accessible work in english on the greatest mystical poet of islam providing a
survey of the basic sufi and islamic doctrines concerning god and the world the role of man in
the cosmos the need for religion man s ultimate becoming the states and stations of the
mystical ascent to god and the means whereby literature employs symbols to express unseen
realities william chittick translates into english for the first time certain aspects of rumi s
work he selects and rearranges rumi s poetry and prose in order to leave aside unnecessary
complications characteristic of other english translations and to present rumi s ideas in an
orderly fashion yet in his own words thorough nontechnical introductions to each chapter and
selections that gradually present a greater variety of terms and images make this work easily
accessible to those interested in the spirituality of any tradition

an engaging study of sufi teachings that presents the sufi way as a universal means of gaining a
greater understanding of ourselves others and the world in sufi teaching the human heart is not
a fanciful metaphor but an objective organ of intuition and perception it perceives all that is
beautiful lovely and meaningful in life and reflects these spiritual qualities in the world for
the benefit of others every human heart has the capacity and the destiny to bring that world
of divine reality into this world of appearances the sufis mystics of islam have been educators
of the heart for some fourteen centuries their teachings and methods are designed to help us
awaken and purify the heart to learn to listen to our deepest knowing in the knowing heart
kabir helminski presents the sufi way as a practical spirituality suitable for all cultures and
times and offers insights that are especially valuable for our life in today s world in
cultivating a knowing heart we learn to experience a new sense of self transform our
relationships and enhance our creative capacities most important we learn how to meet the
spiritual challenge of our time to realize our sacred humanness
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baba rexheb a muslim mystic from the balkans founded the first bektashi community in america
this is his life story and the story of his communities the traditional bektashi tekke in albania
where he first served the displaced persons camps to which he escaped after the war the
centuries old tekke in cairo where he waited and the bektashi community that he founded in
michigan in 1954 and led until his passing in 1995 baba rexheb lived through the twentieth
century its wars disruptions and dislocations but still at a profound level was never
displaced through bektashi stories oral histories and ethnographic experience frances trix
recounts the life and times of this modern sufi leader she studied with baba rexheb in his
community for more than twenty years as a linguistic anthropologist she taped twelve years
of their weekly meetings in turkish albanian and arabic she draws extensively on baba s own
words as well as interactions at the michigan bektashi center for a remarkable perspective on
our times you come to know baba rexheb and his gentle way of teaching through example and
parable poetry and humor the book also documents the history of the 700 year old bektashi
order in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries in the balkans and egypt and its transposition to
america it attests to the role of sufi centers in islamic community life and their interaction
with people of other faiths

the journeys of a taymiyyan sufi explores the life and teachings of ʿimād al dīn aḥmad al
wāsiṭī d 711 1311 a little known Ḥanbalī sufi master from the circle of ibn taymiyya d 728
1328 the first part of this book follows al wāsiṭī s physical journey in search of spiritual
guidance through a critical study of his autobiographical writings this provides unique
insights into the rifāʿiyya the shādhiliyya and the school of ibn ʿarabī several manifestations
of sufism that he encountered as he travelled from wāsiṭ to baghdad alexandria and cairo
part i closes with his final destination damascus where his membership of ibn taymiyya s circle
and his role as a sufi teacher is closely examined the second part focuses on al wāsiṭī s
spiritual journey through a study of his sufi writings which convey the distinct type of
traditionalist sufism that he taught in early eighth fourteenth century damascus besides
providing an overview of the spiritual path unto god from beginning to end as he formulated it
this reveals an exceptional interplay between sufi theory and traditionalist theology

the sufi journey is a path of self discovery a journey into spirituality focusing on who we
truly are and our connection to god this book is a collection of spontaneous talks inspiring
and guiding us towards transformation on our quest to know ourselves and god

ibn al arabi is still known as the great sheik among the surviving sufi orders born in muslim spain
he has become famous in the west as the greatest mystical thinker of islamic civilization he was
a great philosopher theologian and poet william chittick takes a major step toward exposing
the breadth and depth of ibn al arabi s vision the book offers his view of spiritual perfection and
explains his theology ontology epistemology hermeneutics and soteriology the clear language
unencumbered by methodological jargon makes it accessible to those familiar with other
spiritual traditions while its scholarly precision will appeal to specialists beginning with a
survey of ibn al arabi s major teachings the book gradually introduces the most important
facets of his thought devoting attention to definitions of his basic terminology his teachings
are illustrated with many translated passages introducing readers to fascinating byways of
spiritual life that would not ordinarily be encountered in an account of a thinker s ideas ibn al
arabi is allowed to describe in detail the visionary world from which his knowledge derives and
to express his teachings in his own words more than 600 passages from his major work al
futuhat al makkivva are translated here practically for the first time these alone provide
twice the text of the fusus al hikam the exhaustive indexes make the work an invaluable
reference tool for research in sufism and islamic thought in general

since its original publication in 1976 this volume has sold over 250 000 copies worldwide
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and has earned a place among the truly great stories of the spiritual quest feild vividly
recounts his path of ecstacy despair hope fear confusion and enlightenment as he finds himself
among the sufis and dervishes in turkey line drawings

we have known each other through all of eternity the beloved is connected to all of us
through our inner heart so how can we be strangers when we know each other so intimately
have you ever looked into the eye of love i was walking in a crowded street with my friend
suddenly everyone coming in the opposite direction started greeting him i thought how could
this happen there is no way everyone knows him i started writing this book out of this curiosity
in the end i also looked into the eye of love and became acquainted with our beloved this book
is based on a true story and only the names are changed it is written in the loving memory of
our beloved haci ahmet kayhan dede the yunus emre of our century

this collection of articles by artists philosophers psychologists and social scientists
explores the sufi tradition and its best known teacher rumi a 13th century poet jurist and
philosopher setting aside the standard account of rumi as a poet of mystic love these
contributors view his writings in a historical context investigating sufism s ties to islam and
the teachings of the prophet mohammad and tracing rumi s influence on persian and turkish
literature the reasons why sufism has transcended national boundaries and sectarian strife so
successfully are also debated and several contributors recommend the sufi message of faith
love and tolerance as a useful common ground for dialogue between religious groups

an unparalleled exploration of sufism as it is practised around the world describing meetings
with today s enlightened teachers as well as including wonderfully inspiring translations of
the great sufi masters of the past ultimately this book acts as a guide to the sufi path and
offers wise insight into the meaning and purpose of life a compelling view of sufi history
together with vivid personal remembrances of living mystics this is an inspiring and at the same
time beautifully subtle book with light filled insights on every page saadi shakur chishti
author of the sufi book of life the sufi path described in this book leads the seeker past ordinary
states of consciousness towards a new experience of infinitude that is the source of the
universe in this stage there is no duality or otherness but instead infinitude the original oneness
from which all dualities and attributes emanate the book is at once an autobiography a
didactic treatise and a literary opus full of wonderful translations of the words of earlier
sufis as well as the author s own poetry it describes shaykh fadhlalla haeri s life quest to
connect today s world with classical times especially through his meetings with enlightened
sufis all over the globe shaykh fadhlalla haeri also addresses profound sufi teachings
concerning the nature of humankind the cosmos and god using clear and simple language to
address difficult doctrinal issues as only a master who has digested fully such knowledge
could do the book also reveals much about the present day islamic world where despite the
tragedies that are to be seen everywhere tradition and spirituality survive this is a
metaphysical and spiritual guide to the sufi path that ultimately offers insight into the
meaning and purpose of life

jamaican poet laureate lorna goodison searches for answers for herself and other caribbean
based descendants of enslaved africans by examining and presenting different spiritualities in her
poetry in the hope of providing alternatives to the psyche in need of healing after the traumatic
events of the infamous transatlantic middle passage the inclusion of sufism in her poetry seems
to have a dual purpose in that it offers a new creative angle and a sincere belief in its power to
provide relief from personal anguish the fact that sufism is similar to jamaican based religions
works in its favor can jamaicans who are goodison s primary subject really relate to its
message she does not underestimate her audience s capacity for change or their willingness to
accept the ideas of sufism her role as facilitator is not a secret she is openly promoting her
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ideas and her belief that healing is possible this book is divided into three chapters in chapter one
a brief history of slavery in the caribbean region with a focus on jamaica is presented the second
chapter explicitly focuses on lorna goodison and her use of the written word to reveal her
feelings about her ancestors and her own traumatic past it also defines sufism includes some
examples of sufi poems and shows what aspects of sufism resonate with jamaican revivalism
and rastafarianism the final chapter first makes reference to how sufi elements have been used by
other writers such as alfred lord tennyson walt whitman thomas merton and doris lessing and
then illustrates how contrary to these others goodison is the only one to apply sufi ideals
to a caribbean context thus falling into her own creative category that of a new caribbean
literary canon

kudsi erguner s memoir sets out to share not only the final moments of a vanished community
but also to relate the encounter of traditional sufi culture with the western world he raises
issues relating to the transmission of a teaching both musical and spiritual and the role of a
traditional musician

the material in the nature of the sufi path consists of 70 commentaries on a book entitled
sufism a short introduction by professor william c chittick many if not most of the paragraphs
that comprise the 163 pages preface plus text of professor chittick s book contain problems
errors misleading statements and or incorrect understandings concerning islam in general and
the sufi path in particular this is both surprising and disturbing since the author is someone who
apparently enjoys a considerable reputation in north america and perhaps elsewhere in the
world as an expert on and scholar of the sufi mystical tradition i do not claim that what i
say in this book is a definitive exhaustive incapable of being improved upon treatment of the sufi
path rather my hope is that the present book might move a person closer to the truth
concerning the nature of that path than professor chittick s aforementioned introduction to
sufism does and as such would represent an improvement over his work

a revised 25th anniversary edition of the classic work on sufism that jack kornfield called a
heartfelt modern illumination of the sufi path filled with the fragrance of the ancients in sufism
the mystical branch of islam presence is the quality that describes a heart filled state of
mindfulness an experience of being conscious in the present moment it is only in this present
moment sufi teachings reveal that we can connect with the divine and the divine can live
through us kabir helminski is one of the world s most recognized teachers of sufism named one of
the 500 most influential muslims in the world by georgetown university and the royal
strategic studies center helminski and his teachings are touchstones for the growth in interest
in sufism and his books have been translated around the world in living presence helminski lays
out the basic principles of sufism and how these ideas can lead to the experience of presence in
this inspiring work readers will learn how to cultivate presence in their lives through finding a
balance between the outer stimuli of the world and our inner reactions to them harnessing
faithfulness and gracefulness learning about the parallels between ancient spiritual wisdom
and modern psychological knowledge meditation and contemplation to discover more meaning in
daily life with unique clarity this book describes how presence can be developed to vastly
improve our lives drawing on the work of the beloved sufi poet rumi as well as traditional
material and personal experience this book integrates the ancient wisdom of sufism with the
needs of contemporary life completely revised and updated for its 25th anniversary this edition
of living presence offers a wisdom that is both universal and practical

stations of the sufi path the one hundred fields sad maydan of abdullah ansari of herat is a key
sufi text and the first in persian to address the stages or stations of the sufi way its author
abdullah ansari 396 1006 448 1056 is considered one of the greatest and most prolific of
the persian sufi scholars and his works constitute an important contribution to the
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intellectual history of islam his writings address both exoteric philosophy and esoteric
understanding and range from qur an exegesis to devotional invocations and biographies of the
sufis from literature and poetry to civil morality and ethics always emphasizing the divine law
as well as the divine truth as the way toward understanding the one hundred fields was
written by a spiritual teacher to serve as a sufi manual for guiding novices its clearly defined
and detailed descriptions of each station make this work an esoteric masterpiece almost one
thousand years old that still invites the reader on a spiritual journey of self discovery nahid
angha provides the first complete annotated translation into english together with a full
introduction it will be of interest to the specialist in sufism as well as to the general reader
book jacket

baba rexheb founded the first community of the bektashi order in america this ethnographic
biography recounts his life through lived example and through stories collected during frances
trix s more than twenty years of study with the dervish

the book is writing for those people who want to know the sufi wisdom which has an
astonishing experience and what they feel during the sufi journey and this book describe the
whole journey of sufism the book is writing for those people who want to know the sufi
wisdom which has an astonishing experience and what they feel during the sufi journey and this
book describe the whole journey of sufism
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