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when justinian became sole ruler of the byzantine empire in a d 527 he ordered the preparation of
three compilations of roman law that together formed the corpus juris civilis these works have
become known individually as the code which collected the legal pronouncements of the roman
emperors the institutes an elementary student s textbook and the digest by far the largest and most
highly prized of the three compilations the digest was assembled by a team of sixteen academic
lawyers commissioned by justinian in 533 to cull everything of value from earlier roman law it
was  for  centuries  the  focal  point  of  legal  education  in  the  west  and  remains  today  an
unprecedented collection of the commentaries of roman jurists on the civil law commissioned by
the commonwealth fund in 1978 alan watson assembled a team of thirty specialists to produce this
magisterial translation which was first completed and published in 1985 with theodor mommsen s
latin text of 1878 on facing pages this paperback edition presents a corrected english language text
alone with an introduction by alan watson links to the three other volumes in the set volume 2
books 16 29 volume 3 books 30 40 volume 4 books 41 50

this book explores ways in which both the theory and the practice of international politics was
built  upon  roman  private  and  public  law foundations  on  a  variety  of  issues  including  the
organization and limitation of war peace settlements embassies commerce and shipping

the law has struggled for many years with the problem of how to accommodate those who
commit crimes due to threats or circumstances the modern ambivalence surrounding the defences
of duress and necessity has its origins in the legal past to date the defences of duress and necessity
have been couched in terms such as compulsion involuntariness and human frailty resulting in the
true nature of the defences being hidden psychologists and legal theorists have begun to re
examine the role of emotions in human action including their effect upon behaviour and choice in
light of recent breakthroughs eimear spain considers how the emotions experienced by those who



The Sicilian Defence Book One

2 The Sicilian Defence Book One

act due to threats both human and natural in origin should affect the attribution of criminal
responsibility and punishment the understanding of emotions extrapolated in this book points
towards a new rationale for the existing defences of duress and necessity
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