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in 1944 members of the sonderkommando the special squads composed almost exclusively of jewish prisoners
who ensured the smooth operation of the gas chambers and had firsthand knowledge of the extermination
process buried on the grounds of auschwitz birkenau a series of remarkable eyewitness accounts of nazi
genocide this careful and penetrating study examines anew these scrolls of auschwitz which were gradually
recovered in damaged and fragmentary form in the years following the camp s liberation it painstakingly
reconstructs their historical context and textual content revealing complex literary works that resist narrow moral

judgment and engage difficult questions about the limits of testimony

the scrolls of auschwitz provide a voice not only for the men who had to work in auschwitz birkenau but also
for those who worked in other camps and locations almost none of whom survived because there were more
survivors and more information on the sonderkommando of birkenau these men and their testimony have
become the foundation on which the scholarship on the sonderkommando has been built therefore as the only
writings by sonderkommando men known to have survived their time in the camps the scrolls lie at the center
of this topic gideon greif notes that these writings allow us to contemplate the affective and moral world that
the sonderkommando members inhabited under the terms of this reality though there will never be perfect
clarity on the ethics and morality of what happened in the gas chambers and crematoria of auschwitz birkenau
the scrolls of auschwitz compared to eyewitness testimony and coinciding with acts of resistance show most

sonderkommando resisting their situations and exemplify their ability to act as witnesses to the destruction of
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the european jewry

this book is the first to bring together analyses of the full range of post war testimony given by survivors of the
sonderkommando of auschwitz birkenau the auschwitz sonderkommando were slave labourers in the gas
chambers and crematoria forced to process and dispose of the bodies of those who were murdered they have
been central to a number of key topics in post war debates about the shoah collaboration moral compromise
and survival resistance representation and the possibility of bearing witness their testimony however has mostly
met with a reluctance to engage in depth with it moving from testimonies produced within the event the scrolls
of auschwitz and the sonderkommando photographs to testimonies given at trials and for video archives and to
the paintings of david olflre and the film shoah by claude lanzmann this book demonstrates the importance of
their witnessing in the post war memory of the holocaust and provides vital new insights into the questions of

representation memory gender and the shoah

the sonderkommando the special squad of enslaved jewish laborers who were forced to work in the gas
chambers and crematoria of auschwitz birkenau comprise one of the most fascinating and troubling topics within
holocaust history as eyewitnesses to and unwilling abettors of the murder of their fellow jews they are the
object of fierce condemnation even today yet it was a group of these seemingly compromised men who carried
out the revolt of october 7 1944 one of the most celebrated acts of holocaust resistance this interdisciplinary
collection assembles careful investigations into how the sonderkommando have been represented by themselves

and by others both during and after the holocaust

discusses various aspects of the jewish holocaust from its antecedents to its post war consequences with almost 1

000 alphabetically arranged entries
contemporaneous writings about the holocaust

in this book israeli children of holocaust survivors narrate their parents war time biographies and discuss their

own childhood adolescence and adult life in relation to their parents histories

this volume comprising short highly readable essays accompanied by extensive illustrations in both color and
bandw is one of a series that chronicles the rise and eventual fall of nazi germany annotation copyrighted by

book news inc portland or

the sonderkommando of auschwitz birkenau consisted primarily of jewish prisoners forced by the germans to
facilitate the mass extermination though never involved in the killing itself they were compelled to be members
of staff of the nazi death factory this book translated for the first time into english from its original hebrew
consists of interviews with the very few surviving men who witnessed at first hand the unparalleled horror of

the auschwitz birkenau death camp some of these men had never spoken of their experiences before

for these poets who must accommodate what they cannot ignore or deny writing becomes a moral obligation as
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commemoration catharsis atonement history insistence on human sensitivities resistance to brutalization

indifference and flight from consequences book jacket

a comprehensive and accessible guide to the major themes and debates in holocaust historiography over the last

two decades

the book s main theme is the interpretation of the holocaust and genocide in historiography philosophy and the
contemporary culture of commemoration running through the essays is an attempt to understand the holocaust s
relationship to modernity the need to find ways of understanding genocide through apparently non rational
forms of explanation especially derived from anthropology and the desirability of relating the holocaust to other
instances of genocide the book investigates the ways in which individual thinkers malinowski arendt bataille
perec ricoeur can help us conceptualise the holocaust and also deals with many of the major themes of
holocaust and genocide studies in recent years problems of handling testimony problems of erecting monuments
and museums the representability of the holocaust through texts photographs monuments and museums the
possibility of understanding why individuals take part in genocide and the relationship of the holocaust to
colonial genocide contains previously inaccessible essays the book is arranged into four sections interpretations
of the origins and nature of the holocaust studies of individual thinkers responses to the holocaust questions of

representation and commemoration and understanding genocide

relying on concrete evidence the author analyzes the theories linking jesus to the scrolls shows how the scrolls
relate to early christianity probes the relationship between the bible and the scrolls and considers the mystery of

the scrolls authorship

scrolls of testimony is powerful dramatic and compelling the testimony of the author woven with others
eyewitness accounts diary entries poems and even last wills and testaments many of these were carefully
recorded and hidden during the war at great personal risk to the writers who desperately wanted to record the
unfathomable events before them regarded by many as one of the great masterpieces of holocaust literature
scrolls of testimony is indeed a modern jewish classic kovner worked on the book until his death and it remains
his final tribute to the courage and dignity of the victims and a fulfillment of his promise to bring their

testimony to future generations book jacket
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