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first published in 2004 routledge is an imprint of taylor francis an informa company

includes pictures includes ancient accounts of britain includes online resources and a bibliography for further

reading the romans thinking that it might be some help to the allies britons whom they were forced to

abandon constructed a strong stone wall from sea to sea in a straight line between the towns that had been

there built for fear of the enemy where severus also had formerly built a rampart bede s description of

hadrian s wall in the middle ages the famous conqueror from the european continent came ashore with

thousands of men ready to set up a new kingdom in england the britons had resisted the amphibious

invasion from the moment his forces landed but he was able to push forward in a large winter battle the

britons large army attacked the invaders but was eventually routed and the conqueror was able to set up a

new kingdom over 1 100 years before william the conqueror became the king of england after the battle of

hastings julius caesar came saw and conquered part of britannia setting up a roman province with a puppet

king in 54 bce in the new province the romans eventually constructed a military outpost overlooking a

bridge across the river thames the new outpost was named londinium and it covered just over two dozen
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acres for most of the past 1 000 years london has been the most dominant city in the world ruling over so

much land that it was said the sun never set on the british empire with the possible exception of rome no

city has ever been more important or influential than london in human history thus it was only fitting that

it was the romans who established london as a prominent city londinium was initially little more than a

small military outpost near the northern boundary of the roman province of britannia but its access to the

river thames and the north sea made it a valuable location for a port during the middle of the 1st century

ce the romans conducted another invasion of the british isles after which londinium began to grow rapidly

as  the  romans  stationed  legions  there  to  defend  against  the  britons  londinium  became  a  thriving

international port allowing trade with rome and other cities across the empire by the 2nd century ce

londinium was a large roman city with tens of thousands of inhabitants using villas palaces a forum temples

and baths the roman governor ruled from the city in a basilica that served as the seat of government what

was once a 30 acre outpost now spanned 300 acres and was home to nearly 15 000 people including roman

soldiers officials and foreign merchants the romans also built heavy defenses for the city constructing several

forts and the massive london wall parts of which are still scattered across the city today ancient roman

remains continue to dot london s landscape today reminding everyone that almost a millennium before it

became the home of royalty london was already a center of power the romans were master builders and

much of what they built has stood the test of time throughout their vast empire they have left grand

structures from the forum and pantheon in rome to the theatres and hippodromes of north africa and the

triumphal gates in anatolia and france wherever they went the romans built imposing structures to show

their power and ability and one of their most impressive constructions was built on the northernmost fringe

of the empire shortly after the emperor hadrian came to power in the early 2nd century ce he decided to

seal off scotland from roman britain with an ambitious wall stretching from sea to sea to accomplish this the

wall had to be built from the mouth of the river tyne where newcastle stands today 80 roman miles 76

miles or 122 kilometers west to bowness on solway the sheer scale of the job still impresses people today

and hadrian s wall has the advantage of being systematically studied and partially restored

empire and glory the roman conquest of britain transports readers into one of history s most dramatic and

transformative events the roman invasion and occupation of britain from julius caesar s first landing to

emperor claudius s final triumphs this book chronicles the relentless military campaigns strategic alliances

and clash of cultures that forever changed the island s destiny discover the key figures who shaped this

conquest brilliant generals fierce tribal leaders and powerful roman emperors alongside gripping battlefield

tactics political intrigue and the enduring legacy of roman rule in britain through vivid storytelling and

meticulous research empire and glory brings to life the roman empire s quest for dominance and the

resistance of native britons determined to defend their homeland

the book opens with a description of the peoples of italy at around the end of the fourth century b c it

describes the early success of roman diplomacy and force in creating client populations among the etruscans

the latins and the hellenized populations of the south at the beginning of the period the italian peoples

sought to preserve their independence and ethnic traditions by its end those who had not achieved roman

citizenship were demanding it

the roman conquest of britain in ad 43 was one of the most important turning points in the history of the

british isles it left a legacy still discernible today in the form of archaeological remain road networks land

divisions and even language in his much acclaimed trilogy now up dated and revised dr webster builds up a

fascinating and lively picture of britain in the first century ad and discussed in detail the various types of

evidence and the theories based upon it caratacus last stand against the romans has a central place in the

folklore of the welsh marches where many a hill is claimed to be the site of the famous battle but as

graham webster shows this epic encounter was not only real history but also part of an intricate ten year

series of campaigns conducted after the initial conquest of britain by interpreting the ancient historical

accounts and piecing together the masses of archaeological evidence dr webster has brilliantly reconstructed

this central period of the claudian conquest of britain and its immediate aftermath
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this element volume provides an up to date synthesis of the archaeology of the roman conquest combining

new theoretical and methodological approaches with the latest fieldwork results recent advances in conflict

archaeology research are revolutionising our knowledge of rome s military campaigns in western and central

europe allowing scholars to reassess the impact of the conquest on the indigenous populations the volume

explores different types of material evidence for the roman wars of conquest including temporary camps

battlefields coinage production and regional settlement patterns these and other topics are examined using

four case studies caesar s gallic wars the cantabrian and asturian wars the germanic wars of augustus and

the roman conquest of britain by focusing on the dark sides of the roman expansion and reclaiming the

memory of the conquered the element aims to contribute to a more holistic understanding of the processes

of incorporation and integration into the roman empire
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