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a fully illustrated study of the roman cavalry s evolution this fascinating book chronicles tactics and composition from the time of

the republic to the fall of the dominate the cavalry wings that probed ahead of the roman army played a key role in its campaigns of

conquest masking its marching flanks and seeking to encircle enemies in battle however the original small cavalry arm provided by

the citizen nobility had proved inadequate before the end of the republic and julius caesar s cavalry was largely made up of hired

allies during the early principate the armies under augustus continued in this vein incorporating large numbers of non citizen

auxiliary cavalry units the provinces came under increasing attack throughout and following the chaotic mid 3rd century and rome

took lessons from its barbarian enemies in how to improve its military mobility adopting both new heavily armoured shock cavalry

and horse archers and vitally shaping the tactics employed during the dominate in this engaging study roman army expert m c bishop

charts how the cavalry grew to become the dominant force in roman field armies by the twilight of the western empire eight newly

commissioned artwork plates and a rich selection of artefact photographs and archaeological sources provide vivid detail and insight

helping to bring to the life the evolving tactics clothing and weaponry of rome s cavalry from the 2nd century bc through to the 5th

century ad

the cavalry was a vital part of the army of rome and it played a significant role in the expansion and success of the roman empire

karen r dixon and pat southern describe the origins of the mounted units of the roman army and trace their development from

temporary allied troops to the regular  alae and cohorts  they have drawn together  evidence from a wide variety of  sources

archaeological epigraphic and literary as well as comparing ancient testimony with more recent experience of the use of cavalry the

book covers the subject from the perspective of both the men and the horses how were the horses selected and disposed of how were

they trained stabled and fed how were the men recruited organized and equipped and what were the conditions of service for a

roman cavalryman the cavalry had to be employed in peacetime and this is discussed as well as its role in war the image of the

roman cavalry is often one of excitement and glory but the authors are aware that a true picture must not overlook the routine and
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the suffering this book provides a comprehensive account of the roman cavalry and the current state of knowledge concerning it the

wide selection of illustrations includes original drawings by karen r dixon

the republican roman army assembles a wide range of source material and introduces the latest scholarship on the evolution of the

roman army and the roman experience of war the author has carefully selected and translated key texts many of them not previously

available in english and provided them with comprehensive commentaries and essays this wide ranging survey of documents

recreates the social and historical framework in which ancient roman warfare took place from the archaic and servian period through

to the late republic the topics addressed extend beyond the conventional questions of army mechanics such as strategy and tactics

and explore questions such as the army s influence on roman society and its economy complete with notes index and bibliography

the republican roman army provides students of ancient and military history with an unprecedented survey of relevant materials

in this original and revealing work jeremiah b mccall challenges the generally accepted view of the roman cavalry and explores the

fundamental connections between war and society in republican rome c 300 100 bc mccall describes the citizen cavalry s equipment

tactics and motivation in battle and argues for its effectiveness in the field this success is proof that it cannot finally have been

disbanded for purely military reasons he shows that victories in the law courts and lavish displays of wealth came to supersede

cavalry service as a way of building the reputations of the roman elite the clear structure and fresh approach of the book combining

insights from both roman military and social history will be useful to readers at all levels of study

rytteriets historie fra de tidligste tider da hesten første gang blev anvendt i krig og til og med fransk tyske krig 1870 1871 herunder

beskrivelser af rytteriets organisation gennem tiderne den taktiske anvendelse af rytteriet samt beskrivelse af slag hvor rytteriet har

spillet en rolle bogen er en prisopgave stillet af den russiske generalinspektør for det russiske rytteri i 1874 storfyrst nikolaj efter

bemyndigelse af zar alexander ii

the military history of late rome 565 602 provides a fresh analysis of the roman empire from the reign of phocas 602 10 until the

death of heraclius 610 41 this was an era of unprecedented upheavals which is usually considered to have resulted in the end of

antiquity the usurpations of phocas and heraclius led to the collapse of the roman defenses the persians conquered syria lebanon

palestine and egypt the avars and slavs ravaged the balkans the lombards held the upper hand in italy the visigoths conquered spain

but then happened one of the most remarkable reversals of fortune in the history of mankind heraclius began his holy war against the

fire worshippers he launched a very effective counterattack against the persians as a result of which the romans not only defeated the

persians but actually even extended their domains at their expense and not only this because by 633 heraclius was already restoring

the roman fortunes in the balkans this volume revises many of the previously held views of how this took place and what actually

happened the roman armies seemed invincible and then happened yet another great reversal of fortune the muslims began their jihad

to conquer the world the author provides a fresh analysis of all of these upheavals explains in detail why these reversals of fortune

happened what enabled the romans to defeat the persians and why the romans lost when they fought against the muslims and

conversely why the muslims were so successful this was an era of epic campaigns and battles all of which are explained in

unprecedented detail the epic campaigns needed equally talented commanders who include for example heraclius chosroes ii parwez

shahrbaraz shahin abu bakr umar abu ubaydah and khalid b al walid the sword of allah

written by a leading authority on roman military history this fascinating volume spans over a thousand years as it offers a memorable

picture of one of the world s most noted fighting forces paying special attention to the life of the common soldier southern here

illuminates the roman army s history culture and organization providing fascinating details on topics such as military music holidays

strategy the construction of roman fortresses and forts the most common battle formations and the many tools of war from spears

bows and arrows swords and slingshots to the large catapulta which fired giant arrows and bolts and the ballista which hurled huge

stones perhaps most interesting are the details southern provides about everyday life in the roman army everything from the soldiers

pay they were paid three times per year but money was deducted for such items as food clothing weapons the burial club the pension

scheme and so on to their often brutal life if whole units turned and ran about one tenth of the men concerned were chosen by lot
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and clubbed to death and the rest were put on barley rations instead of wheat moreover soldiers who lost weapons or their shields

would fight savagely to get them back or would die in the process rather than suffer the shame that attached to throwing weapons

away or running from the battle attractively illustrated this book offers a fascinating look at the life of the roman soldier drawing on

everything from rome s rich historical and archaeological record to soldier s personal correspondence to depictions of military

subjects in literature and art

in the twilight of the western roman empire in the 5th 6th centuries the elite of the field armies was the heavy armoured cavalry the

cataphracts clad in lamellar scale mail and padded fabric armour after the fall of the west the greek speaking eastern or byzantine

empire survived for nearly a thousand years and cavalry remained predominant in its armies with the heaviest armoured regiments

continuing to provide the ultimate shock force in battle accounts from muslim chroniclers show that the ironclad cataphract on his

armoured horse was an awe inspiring enemy they advanced against you iron covered one would have said that they advanced on

horses which seemed to have no legs this new study replete with stunning full colour illustrations of the various units offers an

engaging insight into the fearsome heavy cavalry units that battled against the enemies of rome s eastern empire

sir thomas fairfax not oliver cromwell was creator and commander of parliament s new model army from 1645 to1650 although

fairfax emerged as england s most successful commander of the 1640s this book challenges the orthodoxy that he was purely a

military figure showing how he was not apolitical or disinterested in politics the book combines narrative and thematic approaches to

explore the wider issues of popular allegiance puritan religion concepts of honour image reputation memory gender literature and

fairfax s relationship with cromwell black tom delivers a groundbreaking examination of the transformative experience of the english

revolution from the viewpoint of one of its leading yet most neglected participants it is the first modern academic study of fairfax

making it essential reading for university students as well as historians of the seventeenth century its accessible style will appeal to a

wider audience of those interested in the civil wars and interregnum more generally
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