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an expert in probing mafia type relationships in present day russia martin mccauley here offers a
vigorously written scrutiny of soviet politics and society since the days of lenin and stalin john keep
professor emeritus university of toronto the birth of the soviet union surprised many its demise
amazed the whole world how did imperial russia give way to the soviet union in 1917 and why did the
ussr collapse so quickly in 1991 marxism promised paradise on earth but the communist party never
had true power instead allowing lenin and stalin to become dictators who ruled in its name the failure
of the planned economy to live up to expectations led to a boom in the unplanned economy in
particular the black market in turn this led to the growth of organised crime and corruption within the
government the rise and fall of the soviet union examines the strengths weaknesses and
contradictions of the first marxist state and reassesses the role of power authority and legitimacy in
soviet politics including first person accounts anecdotes illustrations and diagrams to illustrate key
concepts mccauley provides a seminal history of twentieth century russia

the book provides sound and detailed information on political and diplomatic history as well as on
economic social intellectual and cultural history the second edition includes more material on minority
peoples and continues the full coverage of women this volume will be the most current and concise
of the soviet history texts available

an acclaimed historian explores the dynamic history of the twentieth century soviet union in ten
concise and compelling chapters the soviet union covers the entire soviet union experience from the
years 1904 to 1991 by putting the focus on three major themes warfare welfare and empire
throughout the book mark edele a noted expert on the topic clearly demonstrates that the soviet
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union was more than simply russia instead it was a multi ethnic empire the author explains that there
were many incarnations of soviet society throughout its turbulent history each one a representative of
soviet socialism the text covers a wide range of topics the end romanov empire the outbreak of world
war i the bolshevik revolution of 1917 the breakdown of the old empire and its re constitution in the
civil war the new economic policy the rise of stalin the soviet s role in world war ii post war
normalization and gorbachev s attempt to end the cold war the author also explores the challenges
encountered by the successor states their struggles with and against democracy capitalism
authoritarianism and war this vital resource provides a concise overview of the history of the soviet
union includes information on the latest research that takes the broad view of the history of the soviet
union and its place in world history treats scholarly disagreements as part of the history of the
influence of the soviet union on the course of the twentieth century offers suggestion for further
readings and a link to online primary sources written for students of twentieth century russia the
russian revolution the soviet union and the cold war and twentieth century world history the soviet
union a short history is a volume in the popular wiley short histories series

peter kenez s history of the soviet union from the beginning to the end examines not only political
change but also social and cultural developments the book identifies the social tensions and political
inconsistencies that spurred radical change in the government of russia beginning at the turn of the
century and culminating in the revolution of 1917 kenez envisions that revolution as a crisis of
authority that posed the question who shall govern russia this question was resolved with the
creation of the soviet union kenez traces the development of the soviet union from the revolution
through the 1920s the years of the new economic policies which he sees as crucial to any
interpretation of the history of the soviet union and into the stalinist order he shows how post stalin
soviet leaders struggled to find ways to rule the country without using stalin s methods but also
without openly repudiating the past and to negotiate a peaceful but antipathetic coexistence with the
capitalist west

walter laqueur as been hailed as one of our most distinguished scholars of modern european history
in the new york times book review robert byrnes writing in the journal of modern history called him
one of the most remarkable men in the western world working in the field over a span of three
decades in books ranging from russia and germany to the recent black hundred he has won a
reputation as a major writer and a provocative thinker now he turns his attention to the greatest
enigma of our time the rise and fall of the soviet union in the dream that failed laqueur offers an
authoritative assessment of the soviet era from the triumph of lenin to the fall of gorbachev in the last
three years decades of conventional wisdom about the u s s r have been swept away while a flood of
evidence from russian archives demands new thinking about old assumptions laqueur rises to the
challenge with a critical inquiry conducted on a grand scale he shows why the bolsheviks won the
struggle for power in 1917 how they captured the commitment of a young generation of russians why
the idealism faded as soviet power grew how the system ultimately collapsed and why western
experts have been so wrong about the communist state always thoughtful and incisive laqueur
reflects on the early enthusiasm of foreign observers and bolshevik revolutionaries then takes a
piercing look at the totalitarian nature of the soviet union we see how communist society stagnated
during the 1960s and 70s as the economy wobbled to the brink we also see how western observers
from academic experts to cia analysts made wildly optimistic estimates of moscow s economic and
political strength just weeks before the u s s r disappeared from the earth scholars were confidently
predicting the survival of the soviet union but in underscoring the rot and repression he also notes
that the communist state did not necessarily have to fall when it did and he examines the many
factors behind the collapse the pressure from reagan s star wars arms program for instance and
ethnic nationalism some of these same problems he finds continue to shape the future of russia and
the other successor states only now in the rubble of this lost empire are we coming to grips with just
how wrong our assumptions about the u s s r had been in the dream that failed an internationally
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renowned historian provides a new understanding of the soviet experience from the rise of
communism to its sudden fall the result of years of research and reflection it sheds fresh light on a
central episode in our turbulent century

recounts the factors shaping the history of the ussr to the present

discusses the history of the soviet union from the revolution of 1917 through the lenin and stalin eras
and the rule of such leaders as khrushchev brezhnev and gorbachev up to the formal dissolution of
the soviet union in 1991

the formation and dissolution of the soviet union impacted the entire world the soviet union was
guided by the principles of communism conflict emerged between the soviet union and capitalist
countries namely the united states and those in western europe eventually the soviet union dissolved
in 1991 as a result of a declaration that recognized the independence of the former soviet republics
this book examines how the history geography and culture of the region impacted the formation and
dissolution of the soviet union

provides key documents used to analyze and explain the intentions and capability of the soviet union
to us policymakers

in 1917 bolshevik revolutionaries came to power in the war torn russian empire in a way that defied
all predictions including their own scarcely a lifespan later in 1991 the soviet union collapsed as
accidentally as it arose the decades between witnessed drama on an epic scale the chaos and hope
of revolution famines and purges hard won victory in history s most destructive war and worldwide
geopolitical conflict all entwined around the dream of building a better society this book is a lively and
authoritative distillation of this complex history told with vivid details a grand sweep and wry wit the
acclaimed historian sheila fitzpatrick chronicles the soviet age its rise reign and unexpected fall as
well as its afterlife in today s russia she underscores the many ironies of the soviet experience an
ideology that claimed to offer humanity the reins of history wrangled with contingency an avowedly
internationalist and anti imperialist state birthed an array of nationalisms and a vision of transcending
economic and social inequality and injustice gave rise to a country that was in its way surprisingly
normal moving seamlessly from lenin to stalin to gorbachev to putin the shortest history of the soviet
union provides an indispensable guide to one of the twentieth century s great powers and the
enduring fascination it still exerts

feared and respected as one of the world s two great superpowers the soviet union throughout the
final twenty years of its life was a model of state organized delusion as david satter shows in
powerful detail the leaders of the kremlin found that when their carefully constricted facade fell apart
in the late 1980s there was nothing to prop up the crumbling ruins satter s book demonstrates
compellingly how the soviet people were forced to live a gigantic lie during nearly two decades of
reporting for the financial times and reader s digest he interviewed soviet citizens all across the vast
country not just the dissidents and party apparatchiks in moscow but ordinary men and women
traveling with him from coal mines and farms to bureaucratic reception halls to the nightmarish wards
of punitive psychiatric hospitals to railroad stations where victims of the communist system set up
camp the reader witnesses how an entire state was constituted on the basis of a fraudulent version
of reality in the soviet union lying at the grocery and the factory as well as the government office was
universal and obligatory and westerners were seldom able to penetrate the perplexing mosaic of
wishful thinking and denial that camouflaged a brutal regime

the first socialist society is the compelling and often tragic history of what soviet citizens have lived
through from 1917 to the present told with great sympathy and perception it ranges over the
changing lives of peasants urban workers and professionals the interaction of soviet autocrats with
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the people the character and role of religion law education and literature within soviet society and the
significance and fate of various national groups as the story unfolds we come to understand how the
ideas of marxism have been changed taking on almost unrecognizable forms by unique political and
economic circumstances hosking s analysis of this vast and complex country begins by asking how it
was that the first socialist revolution took place in backward autocratic russia why were the
bolsheviks able to seize power and hold on to it the core of the book lies in the years of stalin s rule
how did he exercise such unlimited power and how did the various strata of society survive and
come to terms with his tyranny the later chapters recount khrushchev s efforts to reform the worst
features of stalinism and the unpredictable effects of his attempts within the east european satellite
countries bringing out elements of socialism that had been obscured or overlaid in the soviet union
itself and in the aftermath of the long brezhnev years of stagnation and corruption the question is
posed can soviet society find a way to modify the rigidities inherited from the stalinist past

includes pictures includes a bibliography for further reading for 30 years much of the west looked on
with disdain as the bolsheviks took power in russia and created and consolidated the soviet union as
bad as vladimir lenin seemed in the early 20th century joseph stalin was so much worse that churchill
later remarked of lenin their worst misfortune was his birth their next worst his death before world
war ii stalin consolidated his position by frequently purging party leaders most famously leon trotsky
and red army leaders executing hundreds of thousands of people at the least and in one of history s
greatest textbook examples of the idea that the enemy of my enemy is my friend stalin s soviet union
allied with britain and the united states to defeat hitler in europe during world war ii stalin ruled with
an iron fist for nearly 30 years before his death in 1953 which may or may not have been murder just
as stalin was preparing to conduct another purge with his death soviet strongman and long time
stalinist nikita khrushchev 1894 1971 who had managed to stay a step ahead of stalin s purges if
only because he participated in them became the soviet premier personal histrionics aside
khrushchev meant business when dealing with the west especially the united states and its young
president john f kennedy after sensing weakness and a lack of fortitude in kennedy khrushchev
made his most audacious and ultimately costly decision by attempting to place nuclear warheads at
advanced offensive bases located in cuba right off the american mainland as it turned out the cuban
missile crisis would show the kennedy administration s resolve force khrushchev to back down and
ultimately sow the seeds of khrushchev s fall from power by the time he died in 1971 he had been
declared a non citizen of the nation he had ruled for nearly 20 years leonid brezhnev became first
secretary of the communist party in the soviet union in late 1964 after a plot to oust khrushchev little
is remembered in the public imagination about brezhnev in comparison to mikhail gorbachev vladimir
lenin or joseph stalin despite the fact brezhnev ruled the ussr from 1964 1982 longer than any soviet
leader other than stalin in fact he held power during a tumultuous era that changed the world in
remarkable ways and that era has been favorably remembered by many former soviet citizens it
marked a period of relative calm and even prosperity after the destruction of world war ii and the
tensions brought about by khrushchev foremost amongst brezhnev s achievements would be the
détente period in the early 1970s when the soviets and americans came to a number of agreements
that reduced cold war pressures and the alarming threat of nuclear war mikhail gorbachev was
chosen as the new general secretary at the relatively youg age of 54 in march 1985 gorbachev
hoped to build the soviet economy to relieve the persistent shortages of consumer goods it faced
which were caused by enormous military spending of the soviet union gorbachev tried to introduce
some economic reforms but they were blocked by communist hardliners gorbachev then came to the
belief that the soviet economy could not improved without political reform as well in comparison with
other soviet leaders gorbachev was leader of the ussr for a relatively short period but the changes
that took place under his leadership were monumental including some that were intended and others
that were unforeseen gorbachev oversaw the end of the cold war and the peaceful transition away
from communism in central and eastern europe and he ended the war in afghanistan and many other
proxy conflicts in the developing world gorbachev improved relations with the west and developed
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enough trust with president ronald reagan and president george h w bush to decommission
thousands of nuclear weapons

the military history of the soviet union and the military history of tsarist russia treat russian military
history from the rise of the muscovite state to the present even peeking briefly into the future the two
volumes will cover russia s land forces extensively but will also cover the development of the russian
navy and the creation and development of the russian air force parts of the russian military machine
which are frequently neglected in general writings the historical analysis will address the
development and function of the russian military whether in peace or in war as well as the impact of
war and changes in the military upon russian society and politics

an examination of political social and cultural developments in the soviet union the book identifies the
social tensions and political inconsistencies that spurred radical change in the government of russia
from the turn of the century to the revolution of 1917 kenez envisions that revolution as a crisis of
authority that posed the question who shall govern russia this question was resolved with the
creation of the soviet union kenez traces the development of the soviet union from the revolution
through the 1920s the years of the new economic policies and into the stalinist order he shows how
post stalin soviet leaders struggled to find ways to rule the country without using stalin s methods but
also without openly repudiating the past and to negotiate a peaceful but antipathetic coexistence with
the capitalist west in this second edition he also examines the post soviet period tracing russia s
development up to the time of publication

presents a collection of primary and secondary documents offering varying opinions on the soviet
union

an examination of the history of the soviet union from 1917 through the early 1990 s

almost twenty years after the soviet unions end what are we to make of its existence was it a heroic
experiment an unmitigated disaster or a viable if flawed response to the modern world taking a fresh
approach to the study of the soviet union this very short introduction blends political history with an
investigation into the society and culture at the time stephen lovell examines aspects of patriotism
political violence poverty and ideology and provides answers to some of the big questions about the
soviet experience about the series the very short introductions series from oxford university press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area these pocket sized books are the perfect way
to get ahead in a new subject quickly our expert authors combine facts analysis perspective new
ideas and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable

Thank you entirely much for downloading The
Rise And Fall Of The Soviet Empire.Maybe
you have knowledge that, people have look
numerous time for their favorite books
subsequently this The Rise And Fall Of The
Soviet Empire, but stop up in harmful
downloads. Rather than enjoying a fine PDF with
a mug of coffee in the afternoon, otherwise they
juggled with some harmful virus inside their
computer. The Rise And Fall Of The Soviet
Empire is understandable in our digital library
an online entry to it is set as public so you can
download it instantly. Our digital library saves in
combination countries, allowing you to get the

most less latency period to download any of our
books bearing in mind this one. Merely said, the
The Rise And Fall Of The Soviet Empire is
universally compatible similar to any devices to
read.

How do I know which eBook platform is the best for1.
me?
Finding the best eBook platform depends on your2.
reading preferences and device compatibility.
Research different platforms, read user reviews, and
explore their features before making a choice.
Are free eBooks of good quality? Yes, many3.
reputable platforms offer high-quality free eBooks,
including classics and public domain works.



The Rise And Fall Of The Soviet Empire

6 The Rise And Fall Of The Soviet Empire
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mobile apps that allow you to read eBooks on your
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breaks, adjust the font size and background color,
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Introduction

The digital age has revolutionized the way we
read, making books more accessible than ever.
With the rise of ebooks, readers can now carry
entire libraries in their pockets. Among the
various sources for ebooks, free ebook sites
have emerged as a popular choice. These sites
offer a treasure trove of knowledge and
entertainment without the cost. But what makes
these sites so valuable, and where can you find
the best ones? Let's dive into the world of free
ebook sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading, free ebook sites offer
numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save you money. Buying
books can be expensive, especially if you're an
avid reader. Free ebook sites allow you to
access a vast array of books without spending a
dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility. Whether
you're at home, on the go, or halfway around the
world, you can access your favorite titles
anytime, anywhere, provided you have an
internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices available is
astounding. From classic literature to
contemporary novels, academic texts to
children's books, free ebook sites cover all
genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free ebook sites, but a few
stand out for their quality and range of offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in offering free
ebooks. With over 60,000 titles, this site
provides a wealth of classic literature in the
public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage for every
book ever published. It offers millions of free
ebooks, making it a fantastic resource for
readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to search and
preview millions of books from libraries and
publishers worldwide. While not all books are
available for free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free
ebooks in various genres. The site is user-
friendly and offers books in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks and
business books, making it an excellent resource
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for students and professionals.

How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to avoid
pirated content and protect your devices.

Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're not
downloading pirated content. Pirated ebooks not
only harm authors and publishers but can also
pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep your
devices updated to protect against malware that
can be hidden in downloaded files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when
downloading ebooks. Ensure the site has the
right to distribute the book and that you're not
violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites for
Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for educational
purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open Library
offer numerous academic resources, including
textbooks and scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills, from
cooking to programming, making these sites
great for personal development.

Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook sites
provide a wealth of educational materials for
different grade levels and subjects.

Genres Available on Free Ebook
Sites

The diversity of genres available on free ebook
sites ensures there's something for everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary
bestsellers, the fiction section is brimming with
options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find biographies,
self-help books, historical texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide range
of subjects, helping reduce the financial burden
of education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora of
children's books, from picture books to young
adult novels.

Accessibility Features of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that
enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are great for
those who prefer listening to reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your reading
comfort, making it easier for those with visual
impairments.

Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert written text
into audio, providing an alternative way to enjoy
books.
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Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook
Experience

To make the most out of your ebook reading
experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a
smartphone, choose a device that offers a
comfortable reading experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your ebook
collection, making it easy to find and access your
favorite titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync your
library across multiple devices, so you can pick
up right where you left off, no matter which
device you're using.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites come with
challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and
sometimes the quality of the digital copy can be
poor.

Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks you
download, limiting sharing and transferring
between devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks requires an
internet connection, which can be a limitation in
areas with poor connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook sites

as technology continues to advance.
Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely make
accessing and reading ebooks even more
seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally will
help more people benefit from free ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more
digitized, free ebook sites will play an
increasingly vital role in learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an incredible
opportunity to access a wide range of books
without the financial burden. They are invaluable
resources for readers of all ages and interests,
providing educational materials, entertainment,
and accessibility features. So why not explore
these sites and discover the wealth of
knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free ebook
sites are legal. They typically offer books that are
in the public domain or have the rights to
distribute them. How do I know if an ebook site is
safe? Stick to well-known and reputable sites
like Project Gutenberg, Open Library, and
Google Books. Check reviews and ensure the
site has proper security measures. Can I
download ebooks to any device? Most free
ebook sites offer downloads in multiple formats,
making them compatible with various devices
like e-readers, tablets, and smartphones. Do free
ebook sites offer audiobooks? Many free ebook
sites offer audiobooks, which are perfect for
those who prefer listening to their books. How
can I support authors if I use free ebook sites?
You can support authors by purchasing their
books when possible, leaving reviews, and
sharing their work with others.
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