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christopher  bigsby  explores  the  works  and  influences  of  ten  contemporary  american
playwrights john guare house of blue leaves tina howe museum and approaching zanzibar
pulitzer prize and tony award winner tony kushner angels in america emily mann anulla an
autobiography and having our say richard nelson an american comedy marsha norman the
secret  garden  david  rabe  in  the  boom  boom  room  pulitzer  prize  winner  paula  vogel
desdemona a  play  about  a  handkerchief  wendy wasserstein  the  sisters  rosenzweig  and
pulitzer prize winner lanford wilson talley s folly bigsby examines in some detail the developing
careers of some of america s most fascinating and original dramatic talent in addition to well
known works bigsby discusses some of the latest plays to reach the stage this lively and
accessible book by one of  the leading writers on american theatre will  be of  interest  to
students scholars and general theatre goers alike

theatre lobby the rimers of eldritch by lanford wilson directed by louis w scheeder

the plot revolves around the sexual assault of a teenage girl and an unrelated murder trial in
the town of eldritch exploring a community s reaction to rape lies and murder
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mr wilson handles the collage technique so beautifully that we leave convinced no other
method would have served half so well this reviewer liked rimers for its fluidity for its language
for its almost musical sense of pattern the new york times the mystery is who he is who
murdered him and what were the circumstances and to solve it wilson looks at the outsides
and insides of his tiny middle western town he looks at a middle aging woman who falls in love
with the young man who comes to work in her café he looks at a coarse nasty woman
mistreating her senile mother who is obsessed with visions of eldritch being evil and headed
for blood spilling he looks at a tender relationship between a young man a dreamy crippled girl
but wilson sees far more than this he is grasping the very fabric of bible belt america with its
catchword morality virgin god fearing and its capability for the vicious he senses the rhythm of
its life and the cruelty it can impose he understands the speech patterns of its loveless gossips
its sex hungry boys its compassionless preachers its car conscious blondes in the end his
portrait of eldritch is full length and the truth of its revelations will be pondered long after the
stage lights have dimmed and the play has ended

above all wilson wants to tell the truth for him reality is almost but not quite enough by creating
his drama out of his own rich life experiences he finds little need to exaggerate eugene
ionesco once observed that one discovers more than one invents and that invention is really
discovery or rediscovery

biographical bibliographical and critical information on more than four hundred authors who
have figured prominently in gay and lesbian literature and culture since 1900

albee and influence is the fourth volume in the series new directions in edward albee studies
sponsored by the edward albee society the volume contains essays written by leading albee
scholars that focus on literary and philosophical influences on edward albee s plays as well as
essays on writers and works that albee influenced essays focus on albee s relationship with
such major american playwrights as thornton wilder amiri baraka sam shepard lanford wilson
and john guare there are also contributions on albee s work as mentor to young playwrights
the volume also includes an interview with award winning director pam mckinnon

in richard barr the playwright s producer author david a crespy investigates the career of one
of the theatre s most vivid luminaries from his work on the film and radio productions of orson
welles to his triumphant and final production of stephen sondheim s sweeney todd the demon
barber of fleet street explored in detail along the way are the producer s relationship with
playwright edward albee whose major plays such as a zoo story and who s afraid of virginia
woolf barr was the first to produce and his innovative productions of controversial works by
playwrights like samuel beckett terrence mcnally and sam shepard crespy draws on barr s own
writings  on the theatre  his  personal  papers  and more than sixty  interviews with  theatre
professionals to offer insight into a man whose legacy to producers and playwrights resounds
in the theatre world also included in the volume are a foreword and an afterword by edward
albee a three time pulitzer prize winning playwright and one of barr s closest associates

rue mcclanahan best known for her portrayal of blanche devereaux on the emmy award
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winning series the golden girls reveals her life in and out of the spotlight in a laugh out loud
funny memoir about love marriage men and getting older that is every bit as colorful as the
characters she played raised in small town oklahoma in a house thirteen telephone poles past
the standpipe north of town rue developed her two great passions theater and men at an early
age she arrived in new york city in 1957 with two weeks worth of money in her pocket hustled
her way into a class with the legendary uta hagen and began working her way up in the acting
world against the vibrant free spirited backdrop of the sixties that s when she met and married
husband 1 a handsome rogue of an aspiring actor who quickly left her with a young son still
she was determined to make it on the stage and screen and in the years that followed rose to
the top of the entertainment world with a host of adventures and husbands along the way from
her  roles  on  broadway  opposite  dustin  hoffman  and  brad  davis  to  her  first  television
appearances on maude and all in the family to the golden girls era and beyond my first five
husbands is the irresistible story of one woman s quest to find herself rue is proof that many
things can and do get better with age and that if she keeps her wits about her even a small
town girl can make it big people always ask me if i m like blanche and i say well blanche was
an oversexed self involved man crazy vain southern belle from atlanta and i m not from atlanta
rue mcclanahan

before  lanford  wilson  became  a  pulitzer  prize  winning  playwright  with  such  celebrated
productions as the hot l baltimore fifth of july talley s folly and burn this he wrote dozens of
short stories and poems many of which take place in the 1950s small town missouri where he
grew up this selection of wilson s early work written between 1955 and 1967 when he was
between the ages of 18 and 30 provides a rare look at a young writer developing his style the
stories explore many of the themes wilson later took up in the theater such as sexual identity
and the rupture of societies and families these never before published works part of the
manuscript collection donated by wilson to the university of missouri shed light on the roots of
some of america s best loved plays and are accomplished and evocative works in their own
right

in this book professor berkowitz studies the diversity of american drama from the stylistic
experimental plays of o neill through verse tragedy and community theatre to the theatre of the
1990s the discussions range through dramatists plays genres and themes with full supporting
appendix material it also examines major dramatists such as eugene o neill arthur miller sam
shephard tennessee williams and august wilson and covers not only the broadway scene but
also off broadway movements and fringe theatres and such subjects as women s and african
american drama

the book can be a goldmine james leverett theatre communications
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