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there can be few subjects of such widespread interest and fascination to anyone who
reads as the strange ways of languages in this wonderfully entertaining and fascinating
book john mcwhorter introduces us to the natural history of language from russonorsk a
creole of russian and norwegian once spoken by trading fur trappers to an australian
aboriginal language which only has three verbs witty brilliant and authoritative this book is
a must for anyone who is interested in language as sheerly enjoyable as non fiction gets

linguists estimate that there are currently nearly 2 000 languages in africa a staggering
figure that is belied by the relatively few national languages while african national politics
economics and law are all conducted primarily in the colonial languages the cultural life of
the majority of citizens is conducted in a bewildering babel of local and regional dialects
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making language itself the center of debates over multiculturalism gender studies and
social theory in the power of babel the noted africanist scholar ali mazrui and linguist
alamin mazrui explore this vast territory of african language the power of babel is one of
the first comprehensive studies of the complex linguistic constellations of africa it draws
on ali mazrui s earlier work in its examination of the triple heritage of african culture in
which indigenous islamic and western traditions compete for influence in bringing the
idea of the triple heritage to language the mazruis unravel issues of power culture and
modernity as they are embedded in african linguistic life the first section of the book takes
a  global  perspective  exploring  such  issues  as  the  eurocentrism  of  much  linguistic
scholarship on africa part two takes an african perspective on a variety of issues from the
linguistically disadvantaged position of women in africa to the relation of language policy
and democratic development the third section presents a set of regional studies centering
on the swahili language s exemplification of the triple heritage the power of babel unites
empirical information with theories of nationalism and pluralism among others to offer the
richest contextual account of african languages to date
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nimmo and combs discuss the key role political analysts play their methods and strategies
and the potential  danger they pose to american democracy by transforming it  into a
punditocracy  which  replaces  serious  citizen  debate  with  discussion  guided  by  show
business  values  punditry  nimmo  and  combs  argue  produces  symbolic  rather  than
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effective healing of political ills political paternalism rather than political reflection and in
the end public disenchantment with politics

these 14 essays by artists critics and scholars from the 1984 symposium at the society of
fellows in the humanities at columbia university examine the uses of art stressing visual
media to dis seminate political messages in the west ern world from the third millennium
b c to the 20th century we learn the practical needs and pur poses of the artists who
created political art and the patrons for whom these works were created the essays also
examine the rhetoric the artistic vocabulary or iconography the artists employed to carry
out their strategies contributors are bernard aptekar ja queline austin kenneth bendiner
george bournoutian richard brilliant david castriota joseph forte george l  hersey carol
herselle krinsky jill meredith edith porada gail harrison roman david rosand and barbara
tischler  the  contributors  have  illus  trated  their  essays  with  85  black  and  white
photographs
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