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the most accessible policy text available
since its debut policy paradox has been widely acclaimed as the most accessible policy text available

this book examines environmental policy in the united states in air water land use agriculture energy
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waste disposal and other areas it discusses the legal processes that come into play when citizens pursue

environmental policy goals in the courts

this book looks at political attempts to create a modern family and the aspiration to regulate the family

and establish gender equality examining the regulation of the family in sweden between 1930 and today

includes index

loomis observed the politics of policymaking in kansas from may 1988 through may 1989 using specific
examples he shows how deadlines occur in regular predictable patterns in the development of issues in
subsequent policy decisions and explains how they ultimately narrow the choices presented to any

legislative body

education is intimately connected to many of the most important and contentious questions confronting
american society from race to jobs to taxes and the competitive pressures of the global economy have
only enhanced its significance elementary and secondary schooling has long been the province of state
and local governments but when george w bush signed into law the no child left behind act in 2002 it
signaled an unprecedented expansion of the federal role in public education this book provides the first
balanced in depth analysis of how no child left behind nclb became law patrick mcguinn a political
scientist with hands on experience in secondary education explains how this happened despite the
country s long history of decentralized school governance and the longstanding opposition of both
liberals and conservatives to an active reform oriented federal role in schools his book provides the
essential political context for understanding nclb the controversies surrounding its implementation and
forthcoming debates over its reauthorization how the struggle to define the federal role in school reform
took center stage in debates over the appropriate role of the government in promoting opportunity and
social welfare he places the evolution of the federal role in schools within the context of broader
institutional ideological and political changes that have swept the nation since the 1965 elementary and
secondary education act chronicles the concerns raised by the 1983 report a nation at risk and shows
how education became a major campaign issue for both parties in the 1990s mcguinn argues that the
emergence of swing issues such as education can facilitate major policy change even as they influence
the direction of wider political debates and partisan conflict mcguinn traces the republican shift from
seeking to eliminate the u s department of education to embracing federal leadership in school reform

then details the negotiations over nclb the forces that shaped its final provisions and the ways in which
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the law constitutes a new federal education policy regime against which states have now begun to rebel
and that only by understanding the unique dynamics of national education politics will reformers be able

to craft a more effective national role in school reform

examines the conflict surrounding public land management revealing how problematic language in
public land laws scarcity of resources and mistrust cloud the debates and offering a range of solutions to

help move beyond the dysfunctional status quo management

this is the first book devoted to examining why some issues proposed by aggrieved individuals or
groups are denied access to policy agendas the book contains case studies that look at the policy process
from the perspective of the strategies opponents often use to ensure agenda denial strategies usually

motivated by perceived threats to widely held world views and identities

the book discusses singapore s public policies calling attention to the need to refocus on the politics of

the policy making process while discussing the political nature of policy making

organizations such as the sierra club and friends of the earth are familiar to anyone with an interest in
environmental protection as activist groups they played by the same rules for years but in 1994 the rules
changed with the republican takeover of congress environmental groups faced sweeping changes in
federal policies that threatened the enforcement of environmental laws as these organizations intensified
their efforts to meet these challenges they also altered their electoral strategies and political spending
patterns this book traces those actions and shows what they mean for the future of environmentalism in
the political arena while environmental advocacy groups have become bigger and better funded in
recent years so have the corporate interests that compete with them for the attention of public and
politicians the green agenda in american politics offers a new look at environmental advocacy that
focuses on contemporary lobbying electioneering and agenda setting in this new context drawing on
interviews with activists from a wide range of organizations robert duffy describes what environmental
groups actually do when lobbying officials or the public he examines activity at both national and state
levels to emphasize their growing use of websites email and action alert networks to conduct more
sophisticated grassroots campaigns and he shows how they are devoting more funds to unregulated
forms of spending such as independent expenditure issue advocacy advertising and public education
campaigns duffy also tracks emerging trends in interest group politics and provides an overview of

activism through the early 1990s he then documents the emergence of more aggressive action after 1994
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such as providing campaign services to candidates and mounting voter registration drives he also shows
how state and local groups have begun to play more important roles in the wake of the rollback of
federal environmental regulations brimming with new insights into interest group lobbies in general and
contemporary environmental groups in particular duffy s book opens a new window on the influence of

big money in the supposedly democratic electoral process

this book seeks to uncover the linkages between business leaders motivated by profit and political
decision makers motivated by electoral gain by examining the responses of public officials in three
michigan auto cities detroit flint and pontiac to plant location choices made by general motors and
chrysler throughout the authors focus on three issues the relationship between the local industrial
economy and the local political system the structure of urban politics and the degree of independence of

political decision makers in urban affairs

provides a conceptual framework to help political science students understand the public policy process
in the united states emphasizes the evolution of public policy analysis through a unique historical
perspective while discussing how policy is currently formulated balances conservative and liberal
approaches to public policy includes chapters on the policy process and on several substantive areas

education welfare crime and the environment
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