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aiming to dispel the notion that britain is exclusively responsible for the formation of the
persian gulf s modern states this text puts into perspective the central roles played by the
ottoman empire and explains the reasons behind the ottoman occupation of the persian gulf in

1871

the ottoman empire was one the crucial forces that shaped the modern world these essays
combine archaeological and historical approaches to shed light on how the ottoman empire
approached the challenge of governing frontiers as diverse as central and eastern europe

anatolia iraq arabia and the sudan over the 15th to 20th centuries

this book provides the most comprehensive overview to date of the persian gulf at a time of
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major political change when the successive arrivals of the european trading empires had just
begun the study emphasises the role of the local elites and how they manipulated and used
the european administrative structures for their own gain the book also delves into various
aspects of the governance of ports based on a wide variety of sources including unpublished
information from dutch and portuguese archives it makes clear that the persian gulf and the
gulf of oman were an integrated part of the indian ocean network of trade culture migration
and politics despite that interconnectedness there were significant differences between the
various competing persian gulf ports these differences as well as the similarities in the political
economy of each of the five major ports of the period hormuz bandar abbas masgat bandar e
kong and basra are highlighted the patterns of local administration and the morphology of
each port as well as what they meant for the development and nature of trade are discussed
in detail and the controlling influence of the hinterland beyond each of the ports is stressed
while many prevailing and wrong notions about the role and importance of europeans trade

and what drove political developments in the persian gulf are corrected

situated between two continents the turkish republic emerged in 1923 as the successor to the
multinational ottoman empire a young secular republic with an old history turkey is a diverse
and complex country in terms of social composition politics culture and economy where
cultures and races coexist this dynamism is apparent in turkey s economy with its rapidly
developing financial markets an energetic entrepreneurial class a thriving industrial base and
fast growing communications today turkey is striving to consolidate its democracy but it also
faces other challenges on the one hand it wishes to maintain its islamic tradition but on the
other it desires to be part of the west in addition it seeks to find a balance between its
traditional role in western defence strategy and its new regional role in the middle east
eastern europe the caucasus and central asia this bibliography fully updates the original

volume published in 1982

mubarak al sabah took control of his tiny state in 1896 just as the ottoman empire seemed
on the point of swallowing it up he then played for time by manipulating the indecision and
venality of the ottoman system at the same time he managed to kindle a hesitant british
interest in kuwait doing so by deftly exploiting a rivalry among european powers that was
fuelled by speculation over kuwait s strategic importance as the possible terminus of a railway

conceived as the vital link in rapid communication between europe and india
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