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there are many stories we can tell about the past and we are not perhaps as free as we might
imagine in our choice of which stories to tell or where those stories end john arnold s very
short introduction is a stimulating essay about how we study and understand history the
book begins by inviting us to think about various questions provoked by our investigation of
history and explores the ways these questions have been answered in the past concepts such
as causation interpretation and periodization are introduced by means of concrete examples
of how historians work giving the reader a sense of the excitement of discovering not only
the past but also ourselves about the series the very short introductions series from oxford
university press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area these pocket sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly our expert authors combine
facts analysis perspective new ideas and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable

this is surely the most important historical work produced in this century the boldness and
originality of its concept its depth of research its high literary quality all stamp it with the
mark of genius ever since the first volumes of the twelve volume book appeared in the 1930
s the work has earned the close and continuing attention of  both historiographers and
literary critics and exceptional praise this one volume 576 page edition of a study of history
puts the essence of  the great  work into easily  accessible  and most  attractive form the
original totals more than 7000 pages moreover as dr toynbee s foreword makes clear the
new book is more than an abridgement of the original he has extensively redrafted revised
and updated his history to take note of new historical events and discoveries and to include
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his own reconsiderations of his concept the new edition is also the first to be illustrated
these are more than 500 historical pictures many reproduced in color and all selected by dr
toynbee with the assistance of jane caplan his collaborator on the project miss caplan has
written the excellent captions for the pictures which are closely coordinated with the text
here in sum is a brilliant history and great scholarly work in wonderfully readable form

why study history what s the point through compelling historical narratives such as the
assassination of president kennedy dr david nash introduces us to the central elements of
the subject readers learn how history seeks to explain categorise and make sense of events
of the past it is a search for truth which involves searching for sources and then scrutinising
them to try and determine how reliable they are nash explores how new interpretations can
change our understanding of what was previously an established version of history and what
lasting contribution the study of history can make to society and indeed civilisation ideal for
those with an emerging interest in history the book is designed to provide readers with a
toolkit for further investigation of the subject
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