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for a century following the end of the lamian war in 322 b c athens harbour at pireus was almost
constantly occupied by a macedonian garrison the macedonian presence dealt a crucial blow to
athenian independence and athenian democracy initiating the first in a long and intermittent series
of  foreign  occupations  the  twenty  eight  papers  in  this  volume are  based  on  an  international
conference hosted by the university of athens in may 2001 and focus on various aspects of athenian
art archaeology and history in the century of macedonian domination they consider athens new role
as a political stepping stone for potential successors to the throne of macedon cassander demetrios
poliorketes and antigonos gonatas were each able to secure macedonia by using athens as a power
base  and  the  ways  in  which  athenian  culture  was  affected  by  the  macedonian  presence  they
contribute to the ongoing debate about the reasons for the macedonian ascendancy the degree of
independence accorded athens by their macedonian overlords the third century archon list  and
changes in athenian art and architecture

after the defeat of the greek forces in the lamian war the athenians agreed to antipater s demand for
unconditional surrender as result of the terms the macedonian general demanded phocion became
pre eminent in athens for a few years from 322 1 to 319 8 b c it is my belief that although he did not
seek to become leader in athens phocion none the less accepted his new role out of a sense of duty
and a firm belief that he was the only person suited for the job here was a man whose logical
pragmatic and unemotional attitude to political and world affairs enabled him to rise above what he
believed to be the short sightedness of his contemporaries and accurately assess the future for athens
and the city state s place in the new world order of course our picture of phocion is taken mainly
from plutarch s encomiastic life of phocion according to his account the athenian general and
statesman did not want war but peace and prosperity he did not believe the athenians capable of
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defeating macedonia instead he felt that the people should accept their new position in the world and
make the best of the situation it should not be forgotten however that plutarch was writing at a time
when europe was under the yoke of the new superpower rome he saw the benefits of living in greece
at a time when the city states were no longer continually involved in internecine warfare it was
perhaps this appreciation of the state of his own world gained with the benefit of hindsight that gave
rise to his admiration of what he perceived to be phocion s foresight phocion appeared to understand
as plutarch did that there was no reason why athens could not still be prosperous plutarch s phocion
saw the city state s future as no longer being primarily reliant on military preparedness but rather on
trade and sound economic policy with the protection of the powerful macedonian overlord athens
would be free to enjoy life in relative peace and prosperity ultimately plutarch has had a significant
influence on our understanding and appreciation of phocion the general statesman and man the aim
of this paper then is with the use of other primary and secondary sources to look beyond plutarch s
encomium and attempt to find the real phocion in particular i will be examining the aging general s
role in athenian affairs after the lamian war this pivotal time in athenian history has received too
little attention life in athens changed dramatically after antipater defeated the greek forces at the
battle of crannon the athenians lost their freedom and autonomy and were fated never to regain the
hegemony of the greeks moreover they had failed to live up to the glorious deeds of their ancestors
it was phocion s task to help his people to come to terms with this new state of affairs and to find a
place for athens in the new world order and so political life in athens was turned upside down as
democracy was changed to oligarchy

a new assessment of the economic history of athens in the hellenistic era g j oliver assesses how
political and military change affected the fragile economies of the athenian polis and highlights the
ways in which the citizens of athens contributed to the defence and finances of their city
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