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bringing together scholars from a wide array of disciplines including anthropology economics

history sociology and political science this volume addresses the problems of the regime change

and state failure in africa in the context of the global economy but from a specifically

african perspective arguing that the underdevelopment of the african economy is linked to the

underdevelopment of the continents nation states

regulatory change is typically understood as a response to significant crises like the great

depression or salient events that focus public attention like earth day 1970 without

discounting the importance of these kinds of events change often assumes more gradual and less

visible forms but how do we see change and what institutions and processes are behind it in

this book author marc eisner brings these questions to bear on the analysis of regulatory

change walking the reader through a clear eyed and careful examination of the dynamics of

regulatory change since the 1970s social regulation and institutional design forms of gradual

change including conversion layering and drift gridlock polarization and the privatization of

regulation financial collapse and the anatomy of regulatory failure demonstrating that

transparency and accountability the hallmarks of public regulation are increasingly absent and

that deregulation was but one factor in our most recent significant financial collapse the

great recession this book urges readers to look beyond deregulation and consider the broader

political implications for our current system of voluntary participation in regulatory

programs and the proliferation of public private partnerships this book provides an accessible

introduction to the complex topic of regulatory politics ideal for upper level and graduate

courses on regulation government and business bureaucratic politics and public policy

classifies presents and discusses the contributions and the limits of the theories of

organizational change using an historical perspective as its organizing scheme this book focuses

on process theories of organizational change it discusses different theoretical perspectives and

resulting implications

beginning with a historical analysis of the origins of the philippine dependency relationship with

the united states the book goes on to argue that the philippine state acquired some degree of

autonomy in formulating national policies it reveals that while the philippine political system

is based on free wheeling capitalism led by private enterprise state intervention in the economy

has been more extensive than the economic ideology suggests

in twelve essays influential scholars in political science explore the meaning of political
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leadership from the kaleidoscopic perspectives of the leaders institutions goals procedures

problems and traditions involved the approaches as varied as the subject itself coalesce

around the central question of how leaders interact with transform or are controlled by the

organizations they lead

why did the number of strikes and other forms of labor unrest in indonesia increase so

dramatically in the early 1990s a number of researchers have attempted to address this

question through examination of economic factors and top down political changes such

explanations while accounting for shifts in labor policy fail to address the question of why

workers themselves choose to strike this dissertation explores the question of workers rising

consciousness through analysis of fieldwork in a proletarianized urban community fieldwork

involved not only participant observation and life history interviews with workers but also in

depth case studies of strikes and protests at factories in west jakarta

education is intimately connected to many of the most important and contentious questions

confronting american society from race to jobs to taxes and the competitive pressures of the

global economy have only enhanced its significance elementary and secondary schooling has

long been the province of state and local governments but when george w bush signed into

law the no child left behind act in 2002 it signaled an unprecedented expansion of the federal

role in public education this book provides the first balanced in depth analysis of how no

child left behind nclb became law patrick mcguinn a political scientist with hands on experience

in secondary education explains how this happened despite the country s long history of

decentralized school governance and the longstanding opposition of both liberals and

conservatives to an active reform oriented federal role in schools his book provides the

essential political context for understanding nclb the controversies surrounding its

implementation and forthcoming debates over its reauthorization how the struggle to define the

federal role in school reform took center stage in debates over the appropriate role of the

government in promoting opportunity and social welfare he places the evolution of the federal

role in schools within the context of broader institutional ideological and political changes

that have swept the nation since the 1965 elementary and secondary education act chronicles

the concerns raised by the 1983 report a nation at risk and shows how education became a

major campaign issue for both parties in the 1990s mcguinn argues that the emergence of swing

issues such as education can facilitate major policy change even as they influence the direction

of wider political debates and partisan conflict mcguinn traces the republican shift from seeking

to eliminate the u s department of education to embracing federal leadership in school reform

then details the negotiations over nclb the forces that shaped its final provisions and the
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ways in which the law constitutes a new federal education policy regime against which states

have now begun to rebel and that only by understanding the unique dynamics of national

education politics will reformers be able to craft a more effective national role in school

reform

current social and political theories which tend to dismiss religious resurgence as a deviant

occurrence in the broad sweep of history do not provide an adequate framework for the study

of the dramatic resurgence of religion as a worldwide political force this book is the first to

address the interplay of religion and politics systematically and on a global scale offering

interpretive essays as well as quantitative comparative analyses it develops a comprehensive

theoretical framework and presents the most complete comparative account available of the

realities of religious politics in the contemporary world the first of the interpretive chapters

focuses on the cultural factor as a means of clarifying the role of religion in the modern

world system the next two chapters examine the concept of the self in the context of

globalization and the absence of solidarity as a unifying force in societal systems the role of

ultimate values in politics and the reasons for the emergence of militant religious movements in

nation states is also considered a worldwide study of religious change between 1900 and

1980 gives a clear picture of contemporary global religious movements and formulates a

tentative set of explanations of change based on data analysis the statistical links between

religious beliefs and political views and between religion and democracy are explored the editor

s concluding chapter looks at the implications of the authors findings for general theory in

the sociology of religion the editor stresses the need for reconceptualizing basic theoretical

constructs particularly the concept of religion itself an important contribution to our

understanding of the religious and political forces that are shaping the modern world this

work will be of interest to academics researchers and students of world religions sociology

and political science
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