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this volume delves into the study of the world s emerging middle class with essays

on europe the united states africa latin america and asia the book studies recent

trends and developments in middle class evolution at the global regional national

and local levels it reconsiders the conceptualization of the middle class with a

focus on the diversity of middle class formation in different regions and zones of

world society it  also explores middle class lifestyles and everyday experiences

including experiences of social mobility feelings of insecurity and anxiety and even

middle class engagement with social activism drawing on extensive fieldwork and

in depth interviews the book provides a sophisticated analysis of this new and

rapidly expanding socioeconomic group and puts forth some provocative ideas for

intellectual and policy debates it will be of importance to students and researchers

of  sociology  economics  development  studies  political  studies  latin  american

studies and asian studies

strategically  placed on the global  chess  board as  well  as  controlling vast  oil

resources the middle east was one of the main theatres of cold war in the 1950s

the soviet union had taken advantage of arab nationalists disillusion with british

and french imperialism along with the emerging arab israeli conflict to establish

relations with egypt syria and iraq the united states responded by moving in to

shore  up  the  western  position  confrontation  was  inevitable  superpower

intervention in the middle east was written in 1978 when this confrontation was at
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its  height  the  book  s  main  theme focuses  on  how the  superpowers  became

competitively involved in local middle east conflicts over which they could exercise

only  limited  control  and  the  risks  of  nuclear  confrontation  of  the  kind  which

occurred at the end of the 1973 arab israeli war the threat to western oil supplies is

also  examined  this  is  a  fascinating  work  of  great  relevance  to  scholars  and

students of middle eastern history and political diplomacy as well as those with an

interest  in  the relationship between the western superpowers  and this  volatile

region
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