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james cook the circumnavigator was a native of the district  of cleveland yorkshire but of his ancestry there is now very little

satisfactory information to be obtained nichols in his topographer and genealogist suggests that james cooke the celebrated mariner

was probably of common origin with the stockton cookes his reason for the suggestion being that a branch of the family possessed a

crayon portrait of some relation which was supposed to resemble the great discoverer he makes no explanation of the difference in

spelling of the two names and admits that the sailor s family was said to come from scotland dr george young certainly the most

reliable authority on cook s early years who published a life in 1836 went to whitby as vicar about 1805 and claims to have obtained

much information about his subject through intercourse with his relatives friends and acquaintances including one or two surviving

school companions and appears to be satisfied that cook was of scotch extraction dr george johnston a very careful writer states in his

natural history of the eastern borders that in 1692 the father of james thomson the author of the seasons was minister of ednam

roxburghshire and a man named john cook was one of the elders of the kirk this john cook married on the 19th january 1693 a woman

named jean duncan by whom he had a son james baptised 4th march 1694 and this child johnston positively asserts was afterwards

the father of the future captain cook the dates of the marriage and baptism have been verified by the reverend john burleigh minister

of ednam and they agree with the probable date of the birth of cook s father for he died in 1778 at the age of eighty five owing to the

loss of the church records for some years after 1698 mr burleigh is unable to trace when this james cook left ednam to better himself

but he would take with him a testificate of church membership which might possibly but not probably still exist attracted perhaps by the

number of scotch people who flocked into the north of yorkshire to follow the alum trade then at its height james cook settled down

and married and the first positive information to be obtained is that he and his wife grace her maiden name has so far escaped

identification though she is known to have been a native of cleveland resided for some time at morton in the parish of ormsby and
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here their eldest child john was born in january 1727 dr young says that james cook had a superstition that his mother s farewell was

prophetic of his marriage for her words were god send you grace
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