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ravensbruck was the only major nazi concentration camp for women drawing upon more than sixty narratives and
interviews of survivors in the united states israel and europe as well as unpublished testimonies documents and
photographs from private archives saidel provides a portrait of ravensbrick s jewish women prisoners their memoirs
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provide new perspectives and information about satellite camps there were about 70 slave labor sub camps here is the
story of real daily camp life with the women s thoughts about food friendships fear of rape and sexual abuse hygiene
issues punishment work and resistance saidel includes accounts of the women s treatment their daily struggles to survive
their hopes and fears their friendships their survival strategies and the aftermath

ravensbrick was the only major nazi concentration camp for women located about fifty miles north of berlin the camp
was the site of murder by slave labor torture starvation shooting lethal injection medical experimentation and gassing
while this camp was designed to hold 5 000 women the actual figure was six times this number between 1939 and 1945
132 000 women from twenty three countries were imprisoned in ravensbrick including political prisoners jehovah s
witnesses asocials including gypsies prostitutes and lesbians criminals and jewish women who made up about 20 percent
of the population only 15 000 survived drawing upon more than sixty narratives and interviews of survivors in the united
states israel and europe as well as unpublished testimonies documents and photographs from private archives rochelle
saidel provides a vivid collective and individual portrait of ravensbrlick s jewish women prisoners she worked for over
twenty years to track down these women whose poignant testimonies deserve to be shared with a wider audience and
future generations their memoirs provide new perspectives and information about satellite camps there were about 70
slave labor sub camps here is the story of real daily camp life with the women s thoughts about food friendships fear of
rape and sexual abuse hygiene issues punishment work and resistance saidel includes accounts of the women s
treatment their daily struggles to survive their hopes and fears their friendships their survival strategies and the
aftermath on april 30 1945 the soviet army liberated ravensbrick they found only 3 000 extremely ill women in the camp
because the nazis had sent other remaining women on a death march the jewish women of ravensbrick concentration
camp reclaims the lost voices of the victims and restores the personal accounts of the survivors

one woman s memories of her deportation to ravensbrick concentration camp for women in july 1941

presents a case study of the ravensbruck concentration camp the only nazi camp in germany specifically designed for
women it successfully blends the larger history of nazi germany with the women s experiences interspersing the text with
illustrations done mostly by camp inmates

a masterly and moving account of the most horrific hidden atrocity of world war ii ravensbrick the only nazi
concentration camp built for women on a sunny morning in may 1939 a phalanx of 867 women housewives doctors opera
singers politicians prostitutes was marched through the woods fifty miles north of berlin driven on past a shining lake
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then herded in through giant gates whipping and kicking them were scores of german women guards their destination
was ravensbruck a concentration camp designed specifically for women by heinrich himmler prime architect of the
holocaust by the end of the war 130 000 women from more than twenty different european countries had been
imprisoned there among the prominent names were genevieve de gaulle general de gaulle s niece and gemma la guardia
gluck sister of the wartime mayor of new york only a small number of these women were jewish ravensbrick was largely a
place for the nazis to eliminate other inferior beings social outcasts gypsies political enemies foreign resisters the sick the
disabled and the mad over six years the prisoners endured beatings torture slave labor starvation and random execution
in the final months of the war ravensbrick became an extermination camp estimates of the final death toll by april 1945
have ranged from 30 000 to 20 000 for decades the story of ravensbrick was hidden behind the iron curtain and today it
is still little known using testimony unearthed since the end of the cold war and interviews with survivors who have never
talked before sarah helm has ventured into the heart of the camp demonstrating for the reader in riveting detail how
easily and quickly the unthinkable horror evolved far more than a catalog of atrocities however ravensbruick is also a
compelling account of what one survivor called the heroism superhuman tenacity and exceptional willpower to survive for
every prisoner whose strength failed another found the will to resist through acts of self sacrifice and friendship as well as
sabotage protest and escape while the core of this book is told from inside the camp the story also sheds new light on the
evolution of the wider genocide the impotence of the world to respond and himmler s final attempt to seek a separate
peace with the allies using the women of ravensbrick as a bargaining chip chilling inspiring and deeply unsettling
ravensbruck is a groundbreaking work of historical investigation with rare clarity it reminds us of the capacity of
humankind both for bestial cruelty and for courage against all odds

an eyewitness account of the only all women s concentration camp in the third reich

winner of the longman history today book prize a profoundly moving chronicle observer that tells the story of ravensbrick
the only concentration camp designed specifically for women using new testimony from survivors on a sunny morning in
may 1939 a phalanx of 800 women housewives doctors opera singers politicians prostitutes were marched through the
woods fifty miles north of berlin driven on past a shining lake then herded through giant gates whipping and kicking them
were scores of german women guards their destination was ravensbruck a concentration camp designed specifically for
women by heinrich himmler prime architect of the nazi genocide for decades the story of ravensbrick was hidden behind
the iron curtain and today is still little known using testimony unearthed since the end of the cold war and interviews with
survivors who have never spoken before helm has ventured into the heart of the camp demonstrating for the reader in
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riveting detail how easily and quickly the unthinkable horror evolved it not only fills a gap in holocaust history but it is an
utterly compelling read taylor downing history today a sense of urgency infuses this history which comes just in time to
gather the testimony of the camp s survivors meticulous unblinking helm s book comes not a moment too soon the
economist

the french mother teresa tells for the first time of her experience in the concentration camp at ravensbruck reviving a
poignant reminder of the holocaust that must never be forgotten

the extraordinary true story of a small group of frenchwomen all resistance members who banded together in a notorious
concentration camp to defy the nazis from the new york times bestselling author of madame fourcade s secret war at
once heartbreaking and beautifully told this is a masterwork of nonfiction a must read for anyone who wants more of the
incredible true story behind lilac girls martha hall kelly author of lilac girls decades after the end of world war ii the name
ravensbruck still evokes horror for those with knowledge of this infamous all women s concentration camp better known
since it became the setting of martha hall kelly s bestselling novel lilac girls particularly shocking were the medical
experiments performed on some of the inmates ravensbrick was atypical in other ways as well not just as the only all
female german concentration camp but because 80 percent of its inmates were political prisoners among them a tight
knit group of women who had been active in the french resistance already well practiced in sabotaging the nazis in
occupied france these women joined forces to defy their german captors and keep one another alive the sisterhood s
members amid unimaginable terror and brutality subverted germany s war effort by refusing to do assigned work they
risked death for any infraction but that did not stop them from defying their ss tormentors at every turn even staging a
satirical musical revue about the horrors of the camp after the war when many in france wanted to focus only on the
future the women from ravensbrick refused to allow their achievements needs and sacrifices to be erased they banded
together once more first to support one another in healing their bodies and minds and then to continue their crusade for
freedom and justice an effort that would have repercussions for their country and the world into the twenty first century

ravensbruck concentration camp 1939 1945 seventy six kilometers north of berlin is a pastoral setting accessible by a road
that winds through a woods of pine trees with splashes of wild flowers leading down to a lake there one can recline on the
sandy beach and look across to the medieval town of furstenberg or watch local fishermen working from their docks and
small boats old men smoking pipes as they calmly fish for a living as they have for centuries furstenberg is a sylvan
setting its quiet broken only by the breeze moving through the trees and an occasional church bell quiet peaceful a place
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of refuge for citizens escaping the hubbub of berlin or simply wishing a moment of reflection and solace not far from the
center of this village is a wall rather tall and imposing made not of hand cut stones but of concrete even more startling
more incongruous is the second wall of barbed wire it is only then that we realize that behind this wall separating
tranquility from history is ravensbruck ravensbruck was not the only concentration camp for women there were many
others ravensbruck was the largest concentration camp for women on the grounds of the german reich sachsenhausen
concentration camp 1936 1945 located in oranienburg a small town at the northern edge of berlin sachsenhausen
concentration camp was built in the summer of 1936 by prisoners from other concentration camps it was the first camp to
be built after reichsfuhrer ss heinrich himmler was put in charge of the german police in july 1936 the new concentration
camp was designed and planned by ss architects to be the ideal camp it was to express the world view of the ss in its
architecture and at the same time symbolically subdue the prisoners to the absolute power of the ss sachsenhausen
concentration camp took on a special position in the system of ns concentration camps this was highlighted by the move
of the concentration camp inspectorate s administrative department from berlin to oranienburg the inspectorate was
responsible for all of the concentration camps within the german realm of power between 1936 and 1945 more than 200
000 people were imprisoned in sachsenhausen at first the prisoners were political opponents of the national socialist
regime then came the people declared by the national socialists to be racially or biologically inferior and from 1939
onwards increasing numbers of citizens from occupied european countries were transported to

accompanying cd rom includes the names of all known jewish prisoners of ravensbreuck

in 1939 countess karolina lanckoronska professor and wealthy landowner joined the polish underground was arrested
sentenced to death and was held in ravensbruck concentration camp there she taught art history to other women who
like her might be dead in a few days this inspiring and beautifully written memoir records a neglected side of world war ii
the mass murder of poles the serial horrors inflicted by both russians and nazis and the immense courage of those who
resisted

presents a case study of the ravensbruck concentration camp the only nazi camp in germany specifically designed for
women it successfully blends the larger history of nazi germany with the women s experiences interspersing the text with
illustrations done mostly by camp inmates
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