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her royal highness queen elizabeth ii has reigned for 64 years longer than any british
monarch in history during that time the queen has endured the ups and downs that long life
will bring she was a beacon of hope during and after the second world war in difficult times
when the world faced a precarious future and she has served as a role model for
generations of men and women who continue to be in awe of her commitment to service
sacrifice and the commonwealth of nations over which she rules the abdication of her uncle
edward viii in 1936 turned her family s world upside down when her father was crowned
king george vi elizabeth was thrust into the eye of the storm as a future queen a shy and
reserved child she grew into a wise and insightful monarch who has dealt ably with nine
british prime ministers during her long reign from winston churchill to theresa may it was of
course not always straightforward and the queen has found herself in hot water several
times most notably during the marriage of prince charles and diana princess of wales when
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diana was tragically killed in a car crash the standing of the royal family was probably at its
lowest ebb it is unlikely that we will ever see a monarch reign so long or so effectively again
holding together a disparate group of nations each with its own aspirations customs and
traditions catherine ryan has written an intriguing biography of one of the most famous
women of modern times who at 91 years old still seems fit and healthy and looks very
unlikely to hand over the reins to her successors any time soon

queen elizabeth ii was crowned in 1953 following the death of her father king george vi the
year before this book celebrates her 50 years of reign and is written with the special insight
of its author ronald allison who joined the royal household after some years as the bbc s
court correspondent and worked for the queen as her press secretary for five years
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