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people typically misunderstand how power works in schools common thinking says that things like high stakes
testing school reform efforts and political mandates exert the most power on schools the reality however is that
power comes from everywhere it isn t a thing that only certain people possess nor does it operate linearly as in
simple actions and reactions instead power acts more like a web if you exert power in one part of a school the
effects often spread across the rest of it the usual emphasis on big easy to see influences causes schools to focus on
the wrong concerns the big public ones instead of the ones which make the most impact the small daily ones this
book examines everyday phenomena inside schools to reveal the complexity and nuance of power and makes

practical suggestions for how schools can manage power more effectively to maximize students learning

a critical edition of the book that paved the way for the democratization of american higher education if you have
ever attended a town meeting or business lunch or participated in a church group or department meeting or served
on a faculty senate or maybe just watched c span then you have likely encountered robert s rules of order this
critical edition of henry m robert s essential guide to parliamentary procedure features the original text from 1876

along with a companion essay by christopher loss who artfully recounts the book s publication and popular
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of democracy itseif the modert

university loss deftly explains why robert s simple elegant handbook to democratic governance captured the
imagination of so many ordinary citizens during the gilded age and how it has shaped the development of our
colleges and universities ever since he shows how robert s rules can help faculty administrators and students to
solve problems and overcome challenges through collaboration disciplined thinking trust in the facts and honesty
and fairness from all sides at a time when people s faith in democracy and higher education has been shaken to its

core robert s rules of order offers a powerful reminder of the importance of democratic norms and practices in

american life and institutions
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