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known for its wealth of relevant practical and up to date information the seventh edition
continues to provide a balance of principles and applications of group communication
with additional emphasis on teamwork technology and ethical collaboration
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communicating in small groups principles and practices helps students enhance their
performance in groups and teams while also giving them insight as to why group and
team members communicate as they do

practical and concise this book offers specific techniques to make small group interactions
more effective and efficient groups in process continues to balance traditional and
progressive approaches to teaching small group communication drawing together the
best of current research and thought on leadership problem solving and conflict
management thorough and up to date this book serves as a bridge between discussion
based texts and newer interpersonal perspectives its straightforward presentation
translates theory into practice with a plenitude of real world examples for those interested
in small group communication

the fundamentals of small group communication provides readers with the fundamentals
they need to become functional and productive members of any small group readers are
introduced to the fundamental issues faced by all small groups such as socialization
development ethics diversity and the procedures utilized by effective small groups for
example task accomplishment decision making climate with a focus on the individual
group member this textbook encourages readers to reflect on how their communication
behaviors e g communication traits verbal and nonverbal communication listening style
and practices e g their leadership style their conflict management style contribute to their
current small group experiences intended audience this textbook is intended for
introductory courses in group communication as found in department of communication
studies leadership marketing management and interdisciplinary studies accompanied by
high quality ancillaries an instructors resource cd is available to qualified adopters this
instructor s resource cd is designed to aid you in using easily the fundamentals of small
group communication the cd has been created by scott a myers west virginia university
katie n dunleavy lasalle university brianna n loy west virginia university and paul e
madlock west virginia university each chapter contains the following ancillary materials
chapter outline test questions in class activities powerpoint slides a list of paper topics is
also provided in the section titled teaching resources

known for its wealth of relevant practical and up to date information communicating in
small groups continues to provide a balance of principles and applications of group
communication with additional emphasis on teamwork technology and ethical
collaboration communicating in small groups principles and practices helps students
enhance their performance in groups and teams while also giving them insight as to why
group and team members communicate as they do
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group communication introduces applications of small group dynamics hartley shows how
an understanding of how groups work and interact can improve the chances of successful
team communication and cooperation group communication includes critical reviews of
group research explanation of the difficulties and practicalities of observing groups
analysis of major group processes including conformity and decision making analysis and
case studies of the management team student seminar project groups and self help
groups practical recommendation for group communication references and suggestions
for further reading and research

the eighth edition of small group communication theory and practice presents a collection
of readings from the most well known researchers and practitioners in the field this
comprehensive anthology spans a broad range of topics in communication theory
research and practice these include contemporary views of small groups theories of group
communication group development and organization group communication processes
group and team performance group leadership culture and diversity in groups and
methods for analyzing group communication new to the eighth edition new lead coeditor
randy hirokawa university of iowa brings a strong background in small group
communication to the new edition which features fourteen new and three updated
chapters new topics include the bona fide group perspective the functional perspective
symbolic convergence theory multiple sequence models of group development virtual
group communication new communication technologies social influence processes in
groups counteractive influence and group leadership characteristics of effective health
care teams sex gender and communication in groups narrative analysis of group
communication methods for evaluating group communication in addition two new
sections have been added theories of group communication and observing group
communication with three new chapters in each section thought provoking introductions
to each section provide internal cohesiveness and structure to the book importantly each
reading offers its own individual introduction which alerts readers to key points and
integrates the selection into the larger themes of the section these introductions serve as
a road map as students travel through the ongoing intellectual developments diverse
views and continuing debates that make the study of small group communication an
exciting adventure

effective small group and team communication presents original research based upon the
experiences of functioning groups the text emphasizes an interactive approach to
teaching small group communication and contains activities that tie into each chapter
chapters on both face to face and virtual meetings are guided by a teamwork philosophy
that encourages the use of shared emergent leadership in classroom groups
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known for its wealth of practical relevant and up to date information communicating in
small groups balances the principles of small group communication with real world
applications with an emphasis on real world examples technology and ethical
collaboration the 10th edition of communicating in small groups principles and practices
helps students enhance their performance in groups and teams while giving them insight
in to why group and team members communicate as they do

much of contemporary communication occurs between and among small groups whether
in person in a work setting or on the internet via email facebook or instant messages how
we engage in our small group communication in each medium matters to be effective we
have to consider our group roles norms cohesion process and phases of development as
well as our personal verbal and nonverbal communication and listening styles to succeed
as a member of a team we need to consider the limits of our personal experience and
perspective recognize the creative strength of diverse perspectives in decision making and
problem solving develop our conflict management skills and strengthen our leadership
skills to be successful necessitates an understanding of group process participation style
ethical group behavior and the influences of the medium small group and team
communication explores all these different interconnections and the communication
strategies we use in our work and social groups the authors use the systems perspective
as their core approach throughout the text treating small groups as complex open
systems reliant upon communication to achieve success many chapters highlight the
importance of considering ethics and diversity in relation to a variety of topics harris and
sherblom address the growing influence of computer mediated communication to this
discipline real world applied examples show students that what they re learning aren t
simply abstract concepts but knowledge that will serve them outside the classroom

from our first edition to this our twelfth edition our goal in writing this book has remained
the same to write a book that students find interesting and practical and that instructors
find clear and comprehensive we are pleased that the previous 11 editions continue to be
praised and widely used by both teachers and students and that our text remains a
market leader we have written the twelfth edition of communicating in small groups
principles and practices to serve as the primary text for a college level course that focuses
on group communication we continue to seek a balanced approach to presenting the
latest small group principles informed by classic and contemporary research while also
identifying practical practices that bring those principles to life

the handbook of group communication theory and research establishes a central resource
for the field documenting and synthesizing the work done in group communication s 50
year history with contributions from the most experienced and respected scholars in the
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field the editors lawrence r frey dennis s gouran and marshall scott poole present an
overview of group communication study and examine a variety of theoretical positions
and methodological practices the volume is divided into six broad areas of communication
scholarship foundations of group communication theory and research individuals and
group communication task and relational group communication group communication
processes group communication facilitation group communication contexts and
applications the sections serve as a crossroads where various paths pursued in each area
meet summarize and suggest new maps and roads that need to be followed in the future
offering a comprehensive history of group communication theory and research and
establishing new conceptual perspectives and research agendas for future group
communication scholars this important resource will be an unrivalled tool for scholars
researchers educators practitioners and students alike

effective small group communication in theory and practice combines discussions of

theory with practical applications in order to ease and enhance reader comprehension

small group communication synergy
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