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according to tradition the first crusade began at pope urban ii s instigation and culminated in
july 1099 when western european knights liberated jerusalem but what if the first crusade s real
catalyst lay far to the east of rome countering nearly a millennium of scholarship peter
frankopan reveals the first crusade s untold history

crusades covers seven hundred years from the first crusade 1095 1102 to the fall of malta 1798
and draws together scholars working on theatres of war their home fronts and settlements from
the baltic to africa and from spain to the near east and on theology law literature art
numismatics and economic social political and military history routledge publishes this journal
for the society for the study of the crusades and the latin east particular attention is given to the
publication of historical sources in all relevant languages narrative homiletic and documentary
in trustworthy editions but studies and interpretative essays are welcomed too crusades appears
in both print and online editions

in december 1235 pope gregory ix altered the mission of a crusade he had begun to preach the
year before instead of calling for christian magnates to go on to fight the infidel in jerusalem he
now urged them to combat the spread of christian heresy in latin greece and to defend the latin
empire of constantinople the barons crusade as it was named by a fourteenth century chronicler
impressed by the great number of barons who participated would last until 1241 and would
represent in many ways the high point of papal efforts to make crusading a universal christian
undertaking this book the first full length treatment of the barons crusade examines the call for
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holy war and its consequences in hungary france england constantinople and the holy land in
the end michael lower reveals the pope s call for unified action resulted in a range of locally
determined initiatives and accommodations in some places in europe the crusade unleashed
violence against jews that the pope had not sought in others it unleashed no violence at all in
the levant it even ended in peaceful negotiation between christian and muslim forces virtually
everywhere but in different ways it altered the relations between christians and non christians by
emphasizing comparative local history the barons crusade a call to arms and its consequences
brings into question the idea that crusading embodies the religious unity of medieval society
and demonstrates how thoroughly crusading had been affected by the new strategic and
political demands of the papacy

written by a team of leading scholars this fascinating book presents an authoritative and
comprehensive history of the crusades from the preaching of the first crusade in 18095 to the
legacy of crusading ideas and imagery today makes the results of the recent academic study of
the crusades accessible to a wide section of the general public and succeeds in conveying that
this is a living and developing subject which has far from exhausted its potential thes the great
merit of professor riley smith s book is to follow the story down to the present day church times
detailed exploration of the plots intrigue and subterfuge surrounding the events and leading
protagonists make for fascinating reading universe fascinating a comprehensive history of the
wars history today in a series of finely crafted and admirably succinct essays the contributors
unravel a number of important medieval political and religious themes this comprehensive
approach adds a great deal to the book s interest and presents some of the best insights of
modern crusading scholarship excellent tablet

written by a team of leading scholars this richly illustrated book with over 200 colour and black
and white pictures presents an authoritative and comprehensive history of the crusades from
the preaching of the first crusade in 1095 to the legacy of crusading ideas and imagery today

in this collection of essays the story of the crusades is told as never before in an engrossing and
comprehensive history that ranges from the preaching of the first crusade in 1095 to the legacy
of crusading ideals and imagery that continues today here are the ideas of apologists
propagandists and poets about the crusades as well as the perceptions and motives of the
crusaders themselves and the means by which they joined the movement the book s coverage
ranges from the elaborate social and civic systems that arose to support the crusades to in
depth and vivid descriptions of the battles themselves the contributors provide keen and
insightful commentary on the reactions of the muslims to a christian holy war also included are
studies of crusades outside the eastern mediterranean region as well as post medieval crusades
by describing the combat and homefront conditions by evaluating the clash and coalescence of
many cultures by tracing a legacy that continues in our conflict ridden present and by
documenting the enduring artistic and social changes that the crusades wrought a history of the
crusades offers an unsurpassed panorama of one of the great movements in western history all
students of medieval culture religion politics and or history will find in these pages a highly
useful thorough and contemporary account of that movement

there is a vigorous debate on the exact beginnings of the crusades as well as a growing
conviction that some practices of crusading may have been in existence at least in part long
before they were identified as such the prehistory of the crusades explores how the crusades
came to be seen as the use of aggressive warfare to christianise pagan lands and peoples
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reynolds focuses on the baltic or northern crusades an aspect of the crusades that has been
little documented thus bringing a new perspective to their historical and ideological origins
baltic crusades were distinctive because they were not directed at the holy land and they were
not against muslim opponents but rather against pagan peoples from the emperor charlemagne
s wars against the saxons in the 8th and 9th centuries to the baltic crusades of the 12th century
this book explores the sanctification of war in creating the ideal of crusade in so doing it shows
how crusading ultimately developed in the 12th and 13th centuries the prehistory of the
crusades provides a valuable insight into the topic for students of medieval history and the
crusades

the uses of the bible in crusader sources sets out to understand the ideology and spirituality of
crusading by exploring the biblical imagery and exegetical interpretations which formed its
philosophical basis medieval authors frequently drew upon scripture when seeking to justify
praise or censure the deeds of crusading warriors on many frontiers after all as the fundamental
written manifestation of god s will for mankind the bible was the ultimate authority for
contemporary writers when advancing their ideas and framing their world view this volume
explores a broad spectrum of biblically derived themes surrounding crusading and by doing so
seeks to better comprehend a thought world in which lethal violence could be deemed
justifiable according to christian theology contributors are jessalynn bird adam m bishop john d
cotts sini kangas thomas lecaque t j h mccarthy nicholas morton torben kjersgaard nielsen luigi
russo uri shachar iris shagrir kristin skottki katherine allen smith thomas w smith carol
sweetenham miriam rita tessera jan vandeburie julian j t yolles and lydia marie walker

after solving the case in dr faust s list ridley taylor and milt young establish their own security
consulting firm janus international in rome italy their first new case involves the search for king
richard the liohearted s decree to a castle in southern england this decree along with a lost
treasure chest form the third crusade in a d 1158 could be the only way rid and milt can save the
world from sir dean floyd s new millenium domination his plan to combine all military forces
under his power must be interrupted before january 1 2001 among castles historic shipwrecks
medieval torture chambers and a bit of romance humphrey entertains and enthralls in this
action novel the lost crusade
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