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no instance of communal violence has provoked as much controversy as the gujarat 2002 carnage in which over 1 000 people mostly muslims were killed and none

has been subjected to as much fact finding especially under the monitoring of the supreme court sifting through the wealth of official material this book contends

that the fact finding riddled as it was with ambiguities and deceptions gaps and contradictions glossed over crucial pieces of evidence and thereby shielded the powers

that be though it gave a clean chit to chief minister narendra modi in 2012 the supreme court appointed special investigation team sit left unasked a range of key

questions on the anti muslim violence following the burning of a train in godhra carrying hindutva activists how could modi claim manoj mitta asks to have been

unaware for nearly five hours of the first post godhra massacre which took place at ahmedabad s gulberg society how does this claim square with his admission

that he was tracking the violence as it unfolded why did modi take five days to visit riot affected areas in ahmedabad and a month to meet muslim victims in a

refugee camp why were forensic experts called to see the burnt godhra coach only after two months although it had been open to the public throughout that

period what exactly did modi celebrate in his gaurav yatra which he launched within six months of the carnage why did the gujarat police sit for six years on the

call data records of the riot period scrupulously researched the fiction of fact finding draws telling parallels between gujarat 2002 and the 1984 massacre of
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sikhs in delhi to underline an insidious pattern in indian democracy the subversion of the criminal justice system under a shroud of legal platitudes by the ruling

dispensation

in 2012 narendra modi became the first hindu nationalist politician thrice elected to lead a state of the indian union his stewardship as chief minister of gujarat being

the longest in that state s history modi and his bjp supporters explained his achievement by pointing to economic growth under his leadership yet detractors point

out that modi has been more business friendly than market friendly to the benefit of large industrial corporations and at the cost of great social polarisation in

2002 an anti muslim pogrom of unparalleled ferocity occurred in gujarat leading to the biggest number of muslim deaths since partition the state s hindu majority

immediately rallied around modi no serious riot has occurred in gujarat since but polarisation was key to modi s strategy there and he has deployed that strategy

again and again since he became prime minister of india in 2014 for modi has cultivated a communal image a marketing genius his messaging combines the politics of

hindutva with economic modernisation to the clear appreciation of gujarat s middle class christophe jaffrelot s revealing book shows how modi s gujarat served as

the laboratory of modi s india not only in terms of hindu majoritarianism and national populism but also of caste and class politics

this volume presents an integrated collection of essays around the theme of india s failure to grapple with the big questions of human rights protections affecting

marginalized minority groups in the country s recent rush to modernization the book traverses a broad range of rights violations from gender equality to sexual

orientation from judicial review of national security law to national security concerns from water rights to forest rights of those in need and from the persecution

of muslims in gulberg to india s parallel legal system of lok adalats to resolve disputes it calls into question india s claim to be a contemporary liberal

democracy the thesis is given added strength by the authors diverse perspectives which ultimately create a synergy that stimulates the thinking of the entire field of

human rights but in the context of a non western country thereby prompting many specialists in human rights to think in new ways about their research and the

direction of the field both in india and beyond in an area that has been under researched the work will provide valuable guidance for new research ideas experimental

designs and analyses in key cutting edge issues covered in this work such as acid attacks or the right to protest against the nuclear state in india
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can humans flourish without destroying the earth in this book experts on many of the world s major and minor religious traditions address the question of human

and earth flourishing each chapter considers specific religious ideas and specific environmental harms chapters are paired and the authors work in dialogue with one

another taken together the chapters reveal that the question of flourishing is deceptively simple most would agree that humans should flourish without destroying

the earth but not all humans have equal opportunities to flourish additionally on a basic physical level any human flourishing must of necessity cause some harm

these considerations of the price and distribution of flourishing raise unique questions about the status of humans and nature this book represents a step toward

reconciliation that people and their ecosystems may live in peace that people from different religious worldviews may engage in productive dialogue in short that all

may flourish

this book is a fact file the author has accurately drawn the picture of the gujarat holocaust he expressed communalism in all its aspects starting from the fire on

sabarmati express on feb 27 2002 and it describes among other facts the godhra investigations
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