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this volume explores the essence of german military professionalism
as exemplified by the nineteenth century prussian german staff the



The Enlightened Soldier Scharnhorst And The Militarische Gesellschaft In Berlin
1801 1805

study focuses on the most important prussian military reformer
gerhard johann david wvon scharnhorst who in 1801 founded the
militarische gesellschaft military society 1in Dberlin the
gesellschaft became the focal point for the transformation of the
prussian army from a robotic war machine into a modern fighting
force that was instrumental in defeating napolean in 1813 and in
1815 the author examines the following elements of this military
society its membership the specifics of its agenda the intellect
imagination and habits of thought reflection and objective analysis
of its members scharnhorst s particular contributions

the warships of the world war ii era german navy are among the most
popular subject in naval history with an almost uncountable number
of books devoted to them however for a concise but authoritative
summary of the design history and careers of the major surface ships
it is difficult to beat a series of six volumes written by gerhard
koop and illustrated by klaus peter schmolke each contains an
account of the development of a particular class a detailed
description of the ships with full technical details and an outline
of their service heavily illustrated with plans battle maps and a
substantial collection of photographs these have been out of print
for ten years or more and are now much sought after by enthusiasts
and collectors so this new modestly priced reprint of the series
will be widely welcomed scharnhorst and gneisenau the subject of
this volume were the product of a long involved and politically
determined design process that saw them develop from an improved
pocket battleship to what many described as a battlecruiser although
they were really fast battleships they were the most active and
successful of the kriegesmarine s major warships taking part in
numerous famous operations including the infamous channel dash

a beautifully illustrated study of the dramatic british german clash
in the north sea that resulted in the sinking of the german
battleship scharnhorst the german battleship scharnhorst had a
reputation for being a lucky ship early in the war she fought off a
british battlecruiser and sunk a carrier before carrying out two
successful forays into the atlantic in the spring of 1943 the
scharnhorst was redeployed to norway there working in concert with
other german warships such as the battleship tirpitz she posed a
major threat to the arctic convoys the allied sea lifeline to russia
her presence alongside tirpitz forced the british to tie down ships
in arctic waters when tirpitz was put out of action and hitler
demanded naval support for the war in russia the crew of the
scharnhorst under rear admiral bey had to act in late december 1943
she put to sea her target an allied convoy passing through the
barents sea on its way to murmansk unknown to bey the british were
using the convoy as bait to draw the scharnhorst into battle what
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followed was a two day running battle fought in rough seas and near
perpetual darkness ending with the destruction of the scharnhorst
and all but 36 of her crew ending any serious german naval threat to
the arctic convoy 1lifeline leading naval historian angus konstam
offers a fascinating new insight into this key engagement he
combines expert analysis with his unique knack for storytelling to
offer a fascinating new perspective on the battle which sank the
scharnhorst

important american periodical dating back to 1850

adolf hitler had high hopes for his conquest of norway which held
both great symbolic and great strategic value for the fuhrer despite
early successes however his ambitious northern campaign foundered
and ultimately failed adam claasen for the first time reveals the
full story of this neglected episode and shows how it helped doom
the third reich to defeat hitler and raeder the chief of the german
navy were determined to take and keep norway by doing so they hoped
to preempt allied attempts to outflank germany protect sea lanes for
german ships access precious scandinavian minerals for war
production and provide a launchpad for luftwaffe and naval
operations against great britain beyond those strategic objectives
hitler also envisioned norway as part of a pan nordic stronghold a
centerpiece of his new world order but as claasen shows hitler s
grand expectations were never realized gring s luftwaffe was the
vital spearhead in the invasion of norway which marked a number of
wartime firsts among other things it involved the first large scale
aerial operations over sea rather than land the first time
operational objectives and logistical needs were fulfilled by air
power and the first deployment of paratroopers although it got off
to a promising start the german effort particularly against british
and arctic convoys was greatly hampered by flawed strategic thinking
interservice rivalries between the luftwaffe and navy the failure to
develop a long range heavy bomber the diversion of planes and
personnel to shore up the german war effort elsewhere and the
northern theater s harsh climate and terrain claasen s study covers
every aspect of this ill fated campaign from the 1940 invasion until
war s end and shows how it was eventually relegated to a backwater
status as germany fought to survive in an increasingly unwinnable
war his compelling account sharpens our picture of the german air
force and widens our understanding of the third reich s way of war

the past 86 years since 1917 have seen the tank develop from a
primitivexperimental weapon devised to break the deadlock of trench
warfare on theestern front into a fearsomely sophisticated machine
designed to dominatehe battlefield over the same period tank crews
have ceased to be a band ofntrepid pioneers and have become an elite
arm whose units now boast battleonours ranging from alamein to kursk
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and from korea to the sinai in thisllustrated book philip kaplan
tells the story of the tank s development andf the men who rode into
battle on board their tanks from the somme in 19160 the gulf war of

1991 in doing

so he draws

upon the accounts

manyreviously

unpublished of veterans which wvividly convey what it was like or
example to drive in a british mark ii as it led an attack on a
germanosition at ypres in world war 1 or how the commander of a
tiger tankingle handedly halted a british armoured thrust in
normandy in 1944 therere chapters on the guderian the great pioneer
of armoured warfare whoseanzers met their match in the shape of the
formidable russian t34 the
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