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this dictionary makes available for the first time a broad range of knowledge unknown
or little known to the western world and indeed much information that is now lost to
present day albanians as such it serves as a basic work of reference for readers and
scholars specialising in the societies of the balkans th study of religious and

anthropology

historically albanians have practised a traditional tolerant form of sunni and bektashi
islam now a third more radical interpretation of islam is gradually being introduced by

young albanians who have studied abroad in islamic countries

for over a century albanians have been urged to view religious differences as
unimportant but are they by conducting an unique set of interviews with representatives
of the country s high ranking clerics cecilie endresen tries to answer this question the
clerics speak of an interplay between nation and religion in the their own symbolic
universes and expound on such themes as salvation religious tolerance historical
developments theological differences and politics while embracing national unity and
religious tolerance as an overriding ethos they nonetheless manifest a certain religious
rivalry and a sense of unjust treatment as such they appear to contradict their own
claims at the same time they are proud to be albanian and intent on upholding national
unity their perception of what it means to be albanian is invariably related to the
question of religious differences and inter religious relations endresen s study
investigates religion in multi religious post atheist albania by highlighting the fluidity and
the extreme complexity of relations between nation and religion in albania compounded
by the effects of global politics local traditions religious doctrine personal experience

regional history national myths communist propaganda and conspiracy theories

it has long been a common place of balkan studies and historical writing about the
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balkans to state that religion is often a major factor in conflicts this publication
illuminates the background to this complex religious culture in albania and also touches

upon subjects of importance in relevant neighboring nations greece and montenegro

religion in albania has had a complicated history with orthodoxy bektashi and sunni
islam catholicism coexisting throughout much of the history of this balkan nation this
book traces the rise of the albanian orthodox church from the beginnings of albanian
nationalist movements in the late nineteenth century until the end of the second world
war and the communist takeover it examines the struggles of the albanian state and
church to establish the church s independence from foreign influence amid a complex
geopolitical interplay between albania neighbouring greece and its powerful ecumenical
patriarchate the italian and yugoslav interference and the shifting international political
circumstances the book argues that greece s involvement in the albanian ecclesiastical
issue was primarily motivated by political and territorial aspirations as athens sought to
undermine the newly established albanian state by controlling its orthodox church
through pro greek bishops appointed by the patriarchate with its independence finally
recognized in 1937 the albanian orthodox church soon faced new challenges with the
italian and later german occupation of the country during the second world war the
church s expansion into kosovo the italian effort to place the church under papal

authority and the ultimate threat the imminent victory of communist forces

chapters

vols for 1828 1934 contain the proceedings at large of the american board of

commissioners for foreign missions

statement and acknowledgements welcome and announcements introductory
information congress committees the academic program formal meetings of the iahr the
congress director s general report of the xxth iahr congress the congress administrator
s statistical report abstracts of papers for the xxth iahr congress alphabetic list of all

congress participants
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the historical dictionary of albania endeavors to provide a comprehensive overview not
only of albanian history but also of contemporary albania as it enters the 21st century
focusing as it does both on the past and on a modern european nation struggling to
put its formidable stalinist past behind it for half a century albania was a planet of its
own isolated from the rest of mother earth since the fall of the communist regime the
albanians have been striving not without difficulty to find their place among the nations
of europe this work offers the reader basic factual information on the country its
historical development its current situation and the culture of its people through its 700

entries

upon her arrival in tirana albania in april 1994 the author found a city unlike any other
she had experienced rotting trash was piled in the center of the streets animals shared
the rutted roads with cars and housing when it could be found was crowded and
crumbling but she found a people full of optimism particularly the women despite the
subservient role forced by tradition on nearly all albanian women they have increasingly
become the foundation upon which the country exists not only are they responsible for
caring for extended households these women are now also becoming vital parts of the
country s economy most importantly however they maintain a faith in albania that
belies the country s turbulent past and widely predicted future through interviews with
over 200 albanian women this work is an insightful often poignant look at a country that

remains a mystery to most in the west
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