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historian peter charles hoffer reexamines a notorious episode in american history and
presents many of its legal details in true perspective for the first time hoffer also shows
how rights we take for granted today did not exist in colonial times and he demonstrates

how these cases relate to current instances of children accusing adults of abuse

award winning historian mary beth norton reexamines the salem witch trials in this
startlingly original meticulously researched and utterly riveting study in 1692 the people of
massachusetts were living in fear and not solely of satanic afflictions horrifyingly violent
indian attacks had all but emptied the northern frontier of settlers and many traumatized
refugees including the main accusers of witches had fled to communities like salem
meanwhile the colony s leaders defensive about their own failure to protect the frontier
pondered how god s people could be suffering at the hands of savages struck by the
similarities between what the refugees had witnessed and what the witchcraft victims
described many were quick to see a vast conspiracy of the devil in league with the french
and the indians threatening new england on all sides by providing this essential context
to the famous events and by casting her net well beyond the borders of salem itself
norton sheds new light on one of the most perplexing and fascinating periods in our

history

discusses the witchcraft trials in salem in 1692 the events leading up to them and how the
trials have been viewed by different historians since then

draws on court documents and personal stories to chronicle the salem witch trials
highlighting the key figures and events in the trials and the experiences of both the
accused and their accusers

salem witchcraft will always have a magnetic pull on the american psyche during the
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1692 witch trials more than 150 people were arrested an estimated 25 million americans
including author diane foulds are descended from the twenty individuals executed what
happened to our ancestors death in salem is the first book to take a clear eyed look at
this complex time by examining the lives of the witch trial participants from a personal
perspective massachusetts settlers led difficult lives every player in the salem drama
endured hardships barely imaginable today mercy short one of the bewitched girls
watched as indians butchered her parents puritan minister cotton mather outlived all but
three of his fifteen children such tragedies shaped behavior and as foulds argues
ultimately played a part in the witch hunt s outcome a compelling who s who to salem
witchcraft death in salem profiles each of these historical personalities as it asks why was

this person targeted

essay from the year 2012 in the subject history america grade 68points 1 7 university of
warwick dept of history course topics of north american history language english abstract
there is no reason for the salem witch craft trials at least no instantly understandable one
from our modern point of view the majority of western civilisation firstly would certainly
deny magic had any impact on their life and secondly would not tolerate such violence as
a normal measure of justice thus in order to understand the causes of the events we
must try to walk in the villagers shoes explore the historical background in the
seventeenth century people were still confronted with much more basic threats than just

the modern possible lack of self actualisation

between june 10 and september 22 1692 nineteen people were hanged for practicing
witchcraft in salem massachusetts one person was pressed to death and over 150 others
were jailed where still others died the story of the salem witch trials is a history of that
event it provides a much needed synthesis of the most recent scholarship on the subject
places the trials into the context of the great european witch hunt and relates the events
of 1692 to witch hunting throughout seventeenth century new england this complex and
difficult subject is covered in a uniquely accessible manner that captures all the drama
that surrounded the salem witch trials from beginning to end the reader is carried along

by the author s powerful narration and mastery of the subject while covering the subject
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in impressive detail bryan le beau maintains a broad perspective on events and wherever
possible lets the historical characters speak for themselves le beau highlights the
decisions made by individuals responsible for the trials that helped turn what might have
been a minor event into a crisis that has held the imagination of students of american

history

describes the panic that swept through colonial salem massachusetts when the people
were convinced that witches were among them and outlines the factors leading up to this

episode

would your readers join the madness it is a frigid cold winter in salem village
massachusetts in 1692 some teenage girls may be suffering from mysterious afflictions
they accused certain townspeople of being witches what would you do would your
readers believe the girls would your readers defend the accused during the trials give
them an opportunity to find out about this tragic period in american history

reveals the world in which the trials took place in new england and the events and the

people who were part of these events

part of the enduring fascination of the salem witch trials is the fact that to date no one
theory has been able to fully explain the events that ravaged salem in 1692 countless
causes from ergot infected rye to actual demonic posession have been offered to explain
why the accusations and erratic behavior of seven village girls left hundreds accused
over 20 dead and the townspeople of eastern massachusetts shaken through a multitude
of resources this authoritative reference guide explores the salem witchcraft episode
including the religious and political climate in puritan new england and accessibly
summarizes the major interpretations of and reactions to the events from the seventeenth
century until the present day biographical sketches of each person central to the events
including afflicted girls victims ministers and magistrates add a human element and
primary document excerpts including petitions letters and revealing testimony give a
firsthand glimpse of the proceedings in the players own words a chronology of events a

glossary of terms an annotated bibliography and over 25 photos make this a must have

4 The Devils Disciples The Makers Of The Salem Witchcraft Trials



The Devils Disciples The Makers Of The Salem Witchcraft Trials

resource for students of american history criminal justice gender issues and culture a
must have for any student of american history this resource gives a unique glimpse into
the 17th century politics religious culture and gender issues that created the salem
witchcraft episode and gives context to an impact that still resonates today in everything

from modern political life to popular culture

approaching the subject as a legal and social historian peter charles hoffer offers a fresh
look at the salem outbreak based on recent studies of panic rumors teen hysteria child
abuse and intrafamily relations he brings to life a set of conversations in taverns and
courtrooms at home and work which took place among suspected witches accusers
witnesses and spectators the accusations denials and confessions of this legal story
eventually resurrect the tangled internal tensions that lay at the bottom of the salem witch

hunts
reprint of the original first published in 1882

reprint of the original first published in 1882 the antigonos publishing house specialises in
the publication of reprints of historical books we make sure that these works are made

available to the public in good condition in order to preserve their cultural heritage

author david k fremon examines the controversial period in colonial america during which
mass hysteria led to a series of outrageous trials that resulted in the conviction and
execution of twenty people for supposedly practicing witchcraft and the imprisonment of
one hundred fifty others on charges of being witches highlighting the key people and
events involved fremon explains the unique circumstances that existed in colonial
massachusetts and salem village at the time of the trials and considers many possible

reasons for which the witchcraft trials may have occurred

includes descriptions of the trials and executions of the accused includes testimony from
some of the cases and the petitions of some of the accused asking for clemency includes
pictures depicting important people places and events includes a bibliography for further
reading more than once it has been said too that the salem witchcraft was the rock on
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which the theocracy shattered george lincoln burr a lot of ink has been spilled covering
the lives of history s most influential figures but how much of the forest is lost for the trees
in charles river editors american legends series readers can get caught up to speed on
the lives of america s most important men and women in the time it takes to finish a
commute while learning interesting facts long forgotten or never known the sleepy town of
salem massachusetts was not unlike every other small village that dotted the countryside
around boston until 1692 when religious authorities held a series of hearings accusing
dozens of people of witchcraft across a handful of towns outside of boston including
ipswich and andover however since the most notorious trials were held in salem they
have been known ever since as the salem witch trials today the salem witch trials are
often remembered as being a relic of a superstitious past and salem has transformed
itself into a tourist haven and halloween destination by capitalizing off the salem witch
trials but it was deadly serious in 1692 when 19 men and women found themselves taken
to gallows hill and hanged for being witches another man who was over 80 years old was
pressed to death for refusing to be tried for witchcraft and from february 1692 may 1693
hundreds of others were accused of witchcraft and dozens of them were imprisoned for
months until the mass hysteria finally died down the salem witch trials are still taught to
american schoolchildren but much of the context is removed from the narrative and
important questions are often never posed how did the salem witch trials go on for over a
year why did it happen in salem why were the condemned people accused of witchcraft
american legends the salem witch trials chronicles the history that led up to the infamous
trials and the legends and myths surrounding them along with pictures of important
people places and events you will learn about the salem witch trials like you never have

before in no time at all

wissenschaftlicher aufsatz aus dem jahr 2004 im fachbereich geschichte europas neuzeit
absolutismus industrialisierung sprache deutsch abstract the outbreak of religious bigotry
in 17th century new england bothers historians sociologists and theologians to find out
where the motivation lay to accuse neighbours and finally put them to execution this work
will sum up the most important attempts to explain the causes as well as it will attempt a

kind of focussing on the picture of the world as recognized by members of puritan faith
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after a short summary of the events in winter 1692 i will first focus on social and

economical circumstances during the second half of the seventeenth century chapter 3

will focus the puritan world view and matters of discussion of theologians and

philosophers chapter 4 sums up the accusations that were stated during the trials of

martha carrier in 1692 as a showcase

salem witchcraft is one of the most famous books published on the salem witch trials

author charles upham was a foremost scholar on the subject as well as a massachusetts

senator only volume one of the series is included in this anthology
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