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from the best essayist in this country the new york times book review comes

an  incisive  book  length  essay  about  racism  in  american  movies  that

challenges the underlying assumptions in many of the films that have shaped

our consciousness baldwin s personal reflections on movies gathered here in
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a book length essay are also an appraisal of american racial politics offering

a look at racism in american movies and a vision of america s self delusions

and deceptions baldwin considers such films as in the heat of the night guess

who s coming to dinner and the exorcist here are our loves and hates biases

and cruelties fears and ignorance reflected by the films that have entertained

and shaped us and here too is the stunning prose of a writer whose passion

never diminished his struggle for equality justice and social change

essayist james baldwin examines racism in american movies challenges the

underlying assumptions in films such as in the heat of the night guess who s

coming to dinner and the exorcist explores the love hate bias cruelty fear and

ignorance reflected in films that have shaped the national consciousness

visible  and invisible  whiteness  examines  the  complicity  between classical

hollywood narratives or genres and representations of white supremacy in the

cinema close readings of d w griffith s the birth of a nation by james agee and

james  baldwin  explore  these  authors  perspectives  on  the  american

mythologies which ground griffith s  film the intersectionality  of  bordwell  s

theories on classical hollywood narrative versus art cinema and richard dyer s

seminal work on whiteness forms the theoretical base for the book featured

films are those which have been undervalued or banned due to their hybrid

natures with respect to hollywood and art cinema techniques such as samuel

fuller s white dog and jean renoir s the southerner the book offers comparative

analyses  of  american  studio  based  directors  as  well  as  european  and

european  émigrés  directors  it  appeals  to  scholars  of  film  theory  african

american and whiteness studies it  provides insight for  readers concerned

about  the  re  emergence  of  white  supremacist  tensions  in  contemporary

america

a stunning visual homage to black bookstores featuring a selection of shops

around the country alongside essays that celebrate the history community
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activism and culture these spaces embody with an original foreword by nikki

giovanni black literature is perhaps the most powerful polarizing force in the

modern american zeitgeist today as black novels draw authoritarian ire as

black  memoirs  shape  public  debates  as  black  polemics  inspire  protest

petitions it s more important than ever to highlight the places that center

these  stories  black  bookstores  traversing  teeming  metropolises  and  tiny

towns prose to the people explores a these spaces chronicling these black

bookstore s past and present lives combining narrative prose eye catching

photography one on one interviews original  essays and specially  curated

poetry prose to the people is a reader s road trip companion to the world of

black books thoughtfully curated by writer and black bookstore owner katie

mitchell prose to the people is a must have addition to the shelves of anyone

who loves book culture and black history though not a definitive guide this

dynamic  book  centers  profiles  of  over  fifty  black  bookstores  from  the

northeast to the mid atlantic the south and the west coast complete with

stunning  original  and  archival  photography  interspersed  throughout  are

essays poems and interviews by new york times bestsellers kiese laymon rio

cortez pearl cleage and many more journalists activists authors academics

and poets that offer deeper perspectives on these bookstores role throughout

the diaspora complete with a foreword by world renowned poet and activist

nikki giovanni prose to the people is a beautiful tribute to these vital pillars of

the black community

this new collection of essays presents a critical reappraisal of james baldwin s

work looking beyond the commercial and critical success of some of baldwin

s early writings such as go tell it on the mountain and notes of a native son

focusing on baldwin s  critically  undervalued early  works  and the virtually

neglected later ones the contributors illuminate little known aspects of this

daring author s work and highlight his accomplishments as an experimental

writer attentive to his innovations in style and form things not seen reveals an
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author  who continually  challenged cultural  norms and tackled matters  of

social justice sexuality and racial identity as volume editor d quentin miller

notes what has been lost is a complete portrait of baldwin s tremendously rich

intellectual journey that illustrates the direction of african american thought

and culture in the late twentieth century this is an important book for anyone

interested in baldwin s work it will engage readers interested in literature and

african american studies author note d quentin miller is assistant professor of

english at gustavus adolphus college saint peter mn

a  novel  approach  to  understanding  the  work  of  james  baldwin  and  its

transformative potential the relationship of james baldwin s life and work to

black religion is in many ways complex and confounding what is he doing

through his literary deployment of religious language and symbols despite

baldwin s disavowal of christianity in his youth he continued to engage the

symbols and theology of christianity in works such as the amen corner just

above my head and others with jimmy s faith author christopher w hunt

shows how baldwin s  usage of  those religious symbols  both shifted their

meaning and served as a way for him to build his own religious and spiritual

vision engaging josé esteban muñoz s theory of disidentification as a queer

practice of imagination and survival hunt demonstrates the ways in which

james baldwin disidentifies with and queers black christian language and

theology throughout his literary corpus baldwin s vision is one in which queer

sexuality signifies the depth of love s transforming possibilities the arts serve

as the religious medium of knitting black community together an agnostic

and  affective  mysticism  undermines  christian  theological  discourse

androgyny troubles the gender binary and the black child signifies the hope

for a world made new in disidentifying with christian symbols jimmy s faith

reveals how baldwin imagines both religion and the world otherwise offering a

model of how we might do the same for our own communities and ourselves
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james  baldwin  s  relationship  with  black  christianity  and  especially  his

rejection of it exposes the anatomy of a religious heritage that has not been

wrestled with sufficiently in black theological and religious studies in james

baldwin s god sex hope and crisis in black holiness culture clarence hardy

demonstrates that baldwin is important not only for the ways he is connected

to black religious culture but also for  the ways he chooses to disconnect

himself from it despite baldwin s view that black religious expression harbors a

sensibility that is often vengeful and that its actual content is composed of

illusory  promises  and empty  theatrics  he  remains  captive  to  its  energies

rhythms  languages  and  themes  baldwin  is  forced  on  occasion  to

acknowledge that the religious fervor he saw as an adolescent was not simply

an expression of repressed sexual tension but also a sign of the irrepressible

vigor and dignified humanity of black life hardy s reading of baldwin s texts

with  its  goal  of  understanding  baldwin  s  attitude  toward  a  religion  that

revolves  around an uncaring god in  the  face of  black  suffering  provides

provocative reading for scholars of religion literature and history the author

clarence hardy is an assistant professor of religion at dartmouth college his

articles have appeared in the journal of religion and christianity and crisis

over the course of a thirty eight year friendship painter beauford delaney and

writer james baldwin shared their  private lives and shaped one another s

artistic values speculative light brings together scholars critics and artists who

analyze the stylistic and historical import of delaney s and baldwin s works

and examine how this friendship fundamentally shaped the pair s ideas about

art and life the book s contributors explore how the two men sharing identities

as queer black american artists first in new york and then as expatriates in

france created a speculative space in their work to think about more just and

creative  black  futures  essay  topics  and  issues  range  from  masculinity

queerness  blackness  and  americanness  to  the  relationship  between  jazz

painting and writing throughout the contributors establish a positive history
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for delaney s and baldwin s arts that refuses a subordinate role to white artists

of the modernist avant garde ultimately speculative light demonstrates that

delaney and baldwin s bond provides revolutionary grounds for theorizing

contemporary black art and life contributors hilton als nicholas boggs indie a

choudhury  shawn  anthony  christian  rachel  cohen  amy  j  elias  monika

gehlawat david leeming d quentin miller  fred moten walton m muyumba

robert o meally ed pavlić levi prombaum robert reid pharr tyler t  schmidt

abbe schriber jered sprecher stephen wicks magdalena zaborowska

scott  american thought and language michigan state u focuses on three

interconnected themes in  african american writer  baldwin s  1924 87 later

novels that link them to his early essays and fiction the role of the family in

sustaining  the  artist  the  prices  of  success  in  american  society  and  the

struggle of the black artist to change how race and sex are represented in

american culture annotation copyrighted by book news inc portland or

treats the style theme and technique in the novels and in the plays attention is

given to the common themes of illusion versus reality and the search for

identity

combines updates and expands two earlier salem press reference sets critical

survey of drama rev ed english language series published in 1994 and critical

survey of drama foreign language series published in 1986 this new 8 vol set

contains 602 essays of which 538 discuss individual dramatists and 64 cover

broad  overview  topics  the  dramatist  profiles  contain  more  than  310

photographs  and  drawings

this is the first collection of essays in which african critics present an in depth

study  of  african  american  writers  these  prominent  critics  from  different

african countries and backgrounds bring an important perspective to the

complex  relationship  between  african  americans  and  africa  through
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provocative readings of prominent african american writers the contributors

provide insights into contemporary african american issues this  collection

offers a rare opportunity to view african opinions on what it  means to be

african american

divshows that the decade baldwin spent in turkey is crucial to evaluating his

contribution  to  american  letters  especially  to  understanding  the

interdependence of race and the erotic in constructions of american identity

div
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