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we live in a self proclaimed urban age where we celebrate the city as the source of economic prosperity a nurturer of social and
cultural diversity and a place primed for democracy we proclaim the city as the fertile ground from which progress will arise
without cities we tell ourselves human civilization would falter and decay in cities in the urban age robert a beauregard argues
that this line of thinking is not only hyperbolic it is too celebratory by half for beauregard the city is a cauldron for four haunting
contradictions first cities are equally defined by both their wealth and their poverty second cities are simultaneously
environmentally destructive and yet promise sustainability third cities encourage rule by political machines and oligarchies even
as they are essentially democratic and at least nominally open to all and fourth city life promotes tolerance among disparate
groups even as the friction among them often erupts into violence beauregard offers no simple solutions or proposed remedies
for these contradictions indeed he doesn t necessarily hold that they need to be resolved since they are generative of city life
without these four tensions cities wouldn t be cities rather beauregard argues that only by recognizing these ambiguities and
contradictions can we even begin to understand our moral obligations as well as the clearest paths toward equality justice and
peace in urban settings
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ever since the dramatic airlifting of all 67 tonnes of india s gold from the reserve bank of india to the vaults of british and swiss
banks in may 1991 as collateral for a 2 2 billion emergency loan india has never been the same the new economic policy nep
which followed two months later and has been pursued with varying degrees of commitment by later governments heralded a
new chapter in india s history in indians in a globalizing world acclaimed journalist and historian dilip hiro shows that the
redistribution of the extra wealth created by the spurt in growth caused by economic liberalization has been skewed grossly
favouring those who are already well off the author of inside india today a modern classic described as the best book on india by
the guardian hiro seamlessly combines research with grassroots reporting in his riveting narrative he moves from glitzy office
tower blocks and prohibitively expensive apartments in the gated enclaves of gurgaon the poster city of new india to the
embattled maoist stronghold of dantewada in chhattisgarh he is as much at ease narrating the tales of the great and good in
california s silicon valley as he is in outlining the lifestyle of the residents of delhi s new seelampur or dehradun s bindal river
slum above all he shows how life in rural india home to seven out of ten indians has been affected by globalization only a tiny
minority of villages near urban centres have prospered because of rapid urbanization while the vast majority have stagnated or
fallen behind finally indians in a globalizing world explains how accelerated urbanization and financial globalization have led to
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an explosive growth in corruption which emerged as the primary concern of voters in the 2014 general election
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