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this work is an important addition to the rather limited literature on the social history of china during the first half of the twentieth
century it draws on abundant sources and studies which have appeared in the people s republic of china since the early 1980s and which
have not been systematically used in western historiography china has undergone a series of fundamental political transformations from
the 1911 revolution that toppled the imperial system to the victory of the communists all of which were greatly affected by labor unrest
this work places the politics of chinese workers in comparative perspective and a remarkably comprehensive and nuanced picture of
chinese labor emerges from it based on a wealth of primary materials it joins the concerns of new labor history for workers culture and
shopfloor conditions with a more conventional focus on strikes unions and political parties as a result the author is able to explore the
linkage between social protest and state formation

literature survey and bibliography on the history of the labour movement in china from 1895 to 1949 comments on labour legislation
working conditions conflicts trade unionism etc ilo mentioned

deng zhongxia the organizer and leader of the guangzhou hong kong general strike of 1925 26 was one of china s foremost labor activists
marxist intellectuals and the chinese labor movement is the first english language examination of deng s career and thought it extends
into a wider assessment of the relationship between the chinese labor movement and the chinese communist revolution considering the
conflicting interests of workers and marxist intellectuals and the differences between local and national concerns

this book brings a radically new voice to the debate in the field of chinese politics and labor movement using a psychological and
cognitive approach the author examines workers and activists everyday interpretation of the source of their problems their prospect of
labor movements and their sense of solidarity the project shows how workers themselves have become a part of the apparatus of state
repression and argues that chinese workers have not acquired sufficient cognitive strength to become the much hoped for agent for
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political change which hinders labor activism from developing into a sustainable social movement multidisciplinary in its approach the
monograph provides analysis of chinese politics labor studies international political economy social movements and contentious politics

this book examines the role of trade unions vis à vis management in the people s republic of china from 1949 to the present day it deals
with the evolution reform and consolidation of the chinese labour movement and particularly the role of the main arm of chinese
organized labour the all china federation of trade unions acftu at both the apex and grass roots levels it not only covers the recent history
of chinese trade unions but also assesses their strategy and structure and membership as well as their legal context after this it goes on to
consider their role vis à vis management in both the state owned as well as the foreign funded sectors last it compares their activities
with organized labour in three overseas chinese societies namely hong kong singapore and taiwan

this work is an important addition to the rather limited literature on the social history of china during the first half of the twentieth
century it draws on abundant sources and studies which have appeared in the people s republic of china since the early 1980s and which
have not been systematically used in western historiography china has undergone a series of fundamental political transformations from
the 1911 revolution that toppled the imperial system to the victory of the communists all of which were greatly affected by labor unrest
this work places the politics of chinese workers in comparative perspective and a remarkably comprehensive and nuanced picture of
chinese labor emerges from it based on a wealth of primary materials it joins the concerns of new labor history for workers culture and
shopfloor conditions with a more conventional focus on strikes unions and political parties as a result the author is able to explore the
linkage between social protest and state formation

in the two decade period from 1928 to 1948 the proletarian themes and issues underlying the chinese communist party s ideological
utterances were shrouded in rhetoric designed perhaps as much to disguise as to chart actual class strategies rhetoric notwithstanding a
careful analysis of such pronouncements is vitally important in following and evaluating the party s changing lines during this key
revolutionary period the function of the proletariat in the complex of policy issues and leadership struggles which developed under the
precarious circumstances of those years had an importance out of all proportion to labor s relatively minor role in the post 1927
communist led revolution 1 2

china s leaders aspire to the prosperity political legitimacy and stability that flowed from america s new deal but they are irrevocably
opposed to the independent trade unions and mass mobilization that brought it about cynthia estlund s crisp comparative analysis makes
china s labor unrest and reform legible to western readers

as the world s factory china exerts an enormous pressure on workers around the world many nations have had to adjust to a new global
political and economic reality and so has china its workers and its official trade union federation have had to contend with rapid changes
in industrial relations anita chan argues that chinese labor is too often viewed from a prism of exceptionalism and too rarely examined
comparatively even though valuable insights can be derived by analyzing china s workforce and labor relations side by side with the
systems of other nations the contributors to chinese workers in comparative perspective compare labor issues in china with those in the
united states australia japan india pakistan germany russia vietnam and taiwan they also draw contrasts among different types of
workplaces within china the chapters address labor regimes and standards describe efforts to reshape industrial relations to improve the
circumstances of workers and compare historical and structural developments in china and other industrial relations systems contributors
frederick scott bentley rutgers the state university of new jersey florian butollo friedrich schiller university germany anita chan university
of technology sydney and australian national university chris king chi chan city university of hong kong yu bin chiu national pingtung
university of education taiwan sean cooney university of melbourne mary huong thi evans rutgers the state university of new jersey
navjote khara niagara college kevin lin university of technology sydney mingwei liu rutgers the state university of new jersey peter lund
thomsen copenhagen business school and nottingham business school boy lüthje institute of social research frankfurt germany and sun yat
sen university china and the east west center honolulu khalid nadvi university of manchester thomas nice australian indigenous
mentoring experience tim pringle soas university of london katie quan university of california berkeley and sun yat sen university china
susan j schurman rutgers the state university of new jersey kaxton siu chinese university of hong kong hong xue east china normal
university shanghai
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chinese development is widely considered to be an example of successful developmental catch up with double digit growth rates year on
year some even talk of an emerging power which may in time replace the us as the global economy s hegemon and yet there is a dark
underside to this miracle in the form of workers long hours low pay and lack of welfare benefits increasing levels of inequality have gone
hand in hand with super exploitative working conditions nevertheless chinese workers have not simply accepted these conditions of super
exploitation they have started to fight back set against the background of china s integration into the global economy along uneven and
combined development lines this volume explores new forms of resistance by chinese workers be it through the state trade union all china
federation of trade unions acftu or through informal labour ngos it also analyses the links between chinese formal and informal labour
organisations with labour organisations outside china this book was originally published as a special issue of the journal globalizations
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