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the canterville ghost

the canterville ghost is a short story by oscar wilde it was the first of wilde s stories to be
published appearing in two parts 23 february and 2 march 1887 the story is about an american family
who move to a castle haunted by the ghost of a dead nobleman who killed his wife and was starved to
death by his wife s brothers the story begins when the american minister mr otis and his family move into
canterville chase despite warnings from lord canterville that the house is haunted mr otis says that
he will take the furniture as well as the ghost at valuation the otis family includes mr and mrs otis
their eldest son washington their daughter virginia and the otis twins the other characters include the
canterville ghost the duke of cheshire mrs umney and rev augustus dampier at first none of the otis
family believe in ghosts but shortly after they move in none of them can deny the presence of sir simon de
canterville the family hears clanking chains they witness reappearing bloodstains on the floor just by
the fireplace which are removed every time they appear in various forms but humorously none of these
scare the otis family in the least in fact upon hearing the clanking noises in the hallway mr otis
promptly gets out of bed and pragmatically offers the ghost tammany rising sun lubricator to oil his
chains
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paperback with 46 pages of additional content summaries critical notes glossary exercises and more
the canterville ghost of the ratna sagar classics series is an enriched edition that any keen reader of
literature will be pleased to have the book includes a brief well written introduction to the novella b
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annotations that are comprehensive covering not only the meanings of words and phrases peculiar to
the period in which the book was written but explaining any concept or historical event that may not
be easily understood or recalled c summary at the end of each chapter that is concise yet sufficiently
detailed to provide a faithful reproduction of that part of the story d critical notes at the end of
each chapter that present an analysis of the chapter so that the reader can identify the nuances
allusions and underlying meanings and therefore appreciate the story better e general notes at the end
of the book that present an overview of the book contexting it in the period in which it was written and
discuss the major themes characters or the genre of the book f artwork that bring to life certain
episodes in the story suggestions for further reading and website links that the reader will find
informative and helpful the canterville ghost was oscar wilde s first published story and it premiered in
the magazine the court and society review february 1887 later it was published in a collection of
short stories titled lord arthur savile s crime and other stories 1891 set in late the 19th century it
tells about an american family s encounter with the ghost of an english nobleman the setting is an old
english country house canterville chase it has all the trappings of a traditional haunted house but
the family that comes to live there belongs to a practical modern way of life this sets the stage for
the novella a contrast is shown between traditional english society which has its roots in a nearly
two thousand year old history and modern practical american society which belongs a nation
discovered only in the 17th century the seller of canterville chase lord canterville and the buyer mr
otis represent these two cultures respectively the ghost of sir simon a family ancestor tries his best
to scare the otis family with the most gruesome appearances however the realistic american family
refuses to get scared and sir simon ends up only with comic failures the canterville ghost is the kind of
story one would write if one wanted to make fun of hair raising ghost stories yet there are moments of
pure sentiment that do not seem misplaced in the narrative wilde s mastery over sentiment and comedy
alike makes this book a perennial favourite not surprisingly the novella has been widely adapted for the
screen theatre and graphic medium
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the story begins when the american minister to the court of st james s hiram b otis and his family move
into canterville chase an english country house despite warnings from lord canterville that the house
is haunted mr otis says that he will take the furniture as well as the ghost at valuation the otis
family includes mr and mrs otis their eldest son washington their daughter virginia and the otis twins
at first none of the otis family believe in ghosts but shortly after they move in none of them can deny
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the presence of sir simon de canterville when mrs otis notices a mysterious bloodstain on the floor she
simply replies that she does not at all care for bloodstains in the living room when mrs umney the
housekeeper informs mrs otis that the bloodstain is indeed evidence of the ghost and cannot be removed
washington otis the eldest son suggests that the stain will be removed with pinkerton s champion stain
remover and paragon detergent when the ghost makes his first appearance mr otis promptly gets out of
bed and pragmatically offers the ghost tammany rising sun lubricator to oil his chains angrily the
ghost throws the bottle and runs into the corridor the otis twins throw pillows on him and the ghost
uses the fourth dimension of space to flee disappointed with his first attempt to scare the family he
starts wondering what went wrong he thinks of his previous successful appearances when he was in his
prime form the otis family witnesses reappearing bloodstains on the floor just by the fireplace which
are removed every time they appear in various colors but humorously none of these scare the otis
family in the least despite the ghost s efforts to appear in the most gruesome guises the family refuses
to be frightened and sir simon feels increasingly helpless and humiliated wilde describes mrs otis as a
very handsome middle aged woman who had been a celebrated new york belle her expression of modern
american culture surfaces when she immediately resorts to giving the ghost doctor dobell s tincture
thinking he was screaming due to indigestion at the family s second encounter with the ghost she
expresses an interest in joining the psychical society to help her understand the ghost mrs otis is given
wilde s highest praise when he says indeed in many respects she was quite english the most colorful
character in the story is undoubtedly the ghost himself sir simon who goes about his duties with
theatrical panache and flair he assumes a series of dramatic roles in his failed attempts to impress and
terrify the otis family making it easy to imagine him as a comical character in a stage play the ghost
has the ability to change forms so he taps into his repertoire of tricks he takes the role of ghostly
apparitions such as a headless earl the strangled babe the blood sucker of bexley moor suicide s
skeleton and the corpse snatcher of chertsey barn all having succeeded in horrifying previous castle
residents over the centuries but none of them works with these pragmatic unsentimental americans sir
simon schemes but even as his costumes become increasingly gruesome his antics do nothing to scare his
house guests and the otis beat him every time he falls victim to tripwires toy peashooters butter slides
and falling buckets of water in a particularly comical scene he is frightened by the sight of a ghost
rigged up by the mischievous twins

the canterville ghost is a short story by oscar wilde it was the first of wilde s stories to be
published appearing in two parts 23 february and 2 march 1887 the story is about an american family
who move to a castle haunted by the ghost of a dead nobleman who killed his wife and was starved to
death by his wife s brothers the story begins when the american minister mr otis and his family move into
canterville chase despite warnings from lord canterville that the house is haunted mr otis says that
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scare the otis family in the least in fact upon hearing the clanking noises in the hallway mr otis
promptly gets out of bed and pragmatically offers the ghost tammany rising sun lubricator to oil his
chains

the canterville ghost is a popular 1887 novella by oscar wilde widely adapted for the screen and
stage the canterville ghost is a parody featuring a dramatic spirit named sir simon and the united
states minister ambassador to the court of st james s hiram b otis mr otis travels to england with his
family and moves into a haunted country house lord canterville the previous owner of the house
warns mr otis that the ghost of sir simon de canterville has haunted it ever since he killed his wife
eleonore three centuries before but mr otis dismisses the ghost story as bunk and disregards lord
canterville s warnings when the otises learn that the house is indeed haunted they succeed in victimizing
the ghost and in disregarding age old british traditions what emerges is a satire of american materialism
a lampoon of traditional british values and an amusing twist on the traditional gothic horror tale
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canterville the family hears clanking chains they witness reappearing bloodstains on the floor just by
the fireplace which are removed every time they appear in various forms but humorously none of these
scare the otis family in the least in fact upon hearing the clanking noises in the hallway mr otis
promptly gets out of bed and pragmatically offers the ghost tammany rising sun lubricator to oil his
chains

the canterville ghost oscar wilde the canterville ghost is a short story by oscar wilde widely
adapted for the screen and stage it was the first of wilde s stories to be published appearing in two
parts in the court and society review 23 february and 2 march 1887 the story begins when mr otis and
family move into canterville chase despite warnings from lord canterville that the house is haunted mr
otis says that he will take the furniture as well as the ghost at valuation the otis family includes
mr and mrs otis their eldest son washington their daughter virginia and the otis twins the other
characters include the canterville ghost the duke of cheshire who wants to marry virginia mrs umney
the housekeeper and rev augustus dampier at first none of the otis family believe in ghosts but shortly
after they move in none of them can deny the presence of sir simon de canterville the family hears
clanking chains they witness reappearing bloodstains on the floor just by the fireplace which are
removed every time they appear in various forms but humorously none of these scare the otis family in
the least in fact upon hearing the clanking noises in the hallway mr otis promptly gets out of bed and
pragmatically offers the ghost tammany rising sun lubricator to oil his chains

the canterville ghost is a parody featuring a dramatic spirit named sir simon and the united states
minister ambassador to the court of st james s hiram b otis mr otis travels to england with his family
and moves into a haunted country house lord canterville the previous owner of the house warns mr
otis that the ghost of sir simon de canterville has haunted it ever since he killed his wife eleonore three
centuries before but mr otis dismisses the ghost story as bunk and disregards lord canterville s
warnings when the otises learn that the house is indeed haunted they succeed in victimizing the ghost and
in disregarding age old british traditions what emerges is a satire of american materialism a lampoon of
traditional british values and an amusing twist on the traditional gothic horror tale

despite multiple warnings horace b otis and his family move to canterville chase a sprawling english
manor with a dark history and a lingering guest from the brilliant mind of oscar wilde the canterville
ghost is an irreverent mix of horror and humor canterville chase is an english estate known for its
troubled past it was previously owned by a nobleman sir simon de canterville who suddenly
disappeared after the murder of his wife when the otis family buys the property they begin to notice a
supernatural presence yet unlike the previous residents they re more annoyed than afraid sir simon s
scare tactics fall flat leading to a ghostly identity crisis the canterville ghost is an entertaining
story that subverts the expectations of the horror genre it s a family friendly tale with gothic
elements balanced by slapstick humor since its publication in 1887 the canterville ghost has been
adapted across multiple mediums including radio film and television with an eye catching new cover and
professionally typeset manuscript this edition of the canterville ghost is both modern and readable

the canterville ghost by oscar wilde the canterville ghost is a short story by oscar wilde widely
adapted for the screen and stage it was the first of wilde s stories to be published appearing in two
parts in the court and society review 23 february and 2 march 1887 the story is about a family who
moves to a castle haunted by the ghost of a dead nobleman who killed his wife and was starved to
death by his wife s brothers

the canterville ghost is a humorous short story by oscar wilde it was the first of wilde s stories to
be published appearing in two parts in the court and society review 23 february and 2 march 1887 the
story is about an american family who move to a castle haunted by the ghost of a dead english
nobleman who killed his wife and was then walled in and starved to death by his wife s brothers it has
been adapted for the stage and screen several times oscar wilde others work includeravenna 1878
poems 1881 the happy prince and other stories 1888 fairy stories lord arthur savile s crime and other
stories 1891 stories a house of pomegranates 1891 fairy stories intentions 1891 essays and
dialogues on aesthetics the picture of dorian gray first published in lippincott s monthly magazine july
1890 in book form in 1891 novel the soul of man under socialism 1891 political essay lady
windermere s fan 1892 play a woman of no importance 1893 play the sphinx 1894 poem an ideal
husband performed 1895 published 1898 play the importance of being earnest performed 1895 published
1899 play de profundis written 1897 published variously 1905 1908 1949 1962 epistle the ballad
of reading gaol 1898 poem

1906 edition illustrated by wallace goldsmith the canterville ghost is a novella by oscar wilde it
has been adapted for the stage and screen several times this is a story is about an american family who
move to a castle haunted by the ghost of a dead nobleman who killed his wife and was starved to
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death by his wife s brothers it was the first of wilde s stories to be published appearing in 1887 the
story did not immediately receive much critical attention and indeed wilde was not viewed as an
important author until the publication during the 1890s of his novel the picture of dorian gray 1891
and of several well received plays including the importance of being earnest 1895 in the canterville
ghost wilde draws upon fairy tales gothic novels and stories of americans abroad to shape his comic
ghost story one of the major themes in the story is the culture clash between a sixteenth century
english ghost and a late nineteenth century american family but the story also examines the disparity
between the public self and the private self a theme to which wilde would return again in his later
writings

a terrifying ghost is haunting the ancient mansion of canterville chase complete with creaking
floorboards clanking chains and gruesome disguises but the new occupants seem strangely undisturbed
by his presence deftly contrasting the conventional gothic ghost story with the pragmatism of the
modern world wilde creates a gently comic fable of the conflict between old and new

this is oscar wilde s tale of the american family moved into a british mansion canterville chase much to
the annoyance of its tired ghost the family which refuses to believe in him is in wilde s way a
commentary on the british nobility of the day and on the americans too the tale like many of wilde s is
rich with allusion but ends as sentimental romance
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Open Library aims to have a webpage for every
book ever published. It offers millions of free
ebooks, making it a fantastic resource for
readers.
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Google Books allows users to search and
preview millions of books from libraries and
publishers worldwide. While not all books are
available for free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free ebooks
in various genres. The site is user-friendly and
offers books in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks and
business books, making it an excellent resource for
students and professionals.

How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to avoid
pirated content and protect your devices.

Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're not
downloading pirated content. Pirated ebooks not
only harm authors and publishers but can also
pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep your
devices updated to protect against malware that
can be hidden in downloaded files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when
downloading ebooks. Ensure the site has the right
to distribute the book and that you're not
violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for educational
purposes.
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Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open Library
offer numerous academic resources, including
textbooks and scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills, from
cooking to programming, making these sites great
for personal development.

Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook sites
provide a wealth of educational materials for
different grade levels and subjects.

Genres Available on Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres available on free ebook
sites ensures there's something for everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary
bestsellers, the fiction section is brimming with
options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find biographies, self-
help books, historical texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide range
of subjects, helping reduce the financial burden of
education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora of
children's books, from picture books to young
adult novels.

Accessibility Features of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that enhance
accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are great for
those who prefer listening to reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your reading
comfort, making it easier for those with visual
impairments.

Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert written
text into audio, providing an alternative way to
enjoy books.

Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook Experience

To make the most out of your ebook reading
experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a
smartphone, choose a device that offers a
comfortable reading experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your ebook
collection, making it easy to find and access your
favorite titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync your
library across multiple devices, so you can pick
up right where you left off, no matter which
device you're using.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites come with
challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and
sometimes the quality of the digital copy can be
poor.

Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks you
download, limiting sharing and transferring
between devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks requires an
internet connection, which can be a limitation in
areas with poor connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook sites as
technology continues to advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely make
accessing and reading ebooks even more seamless
and enjoyable.
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Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally will
help more people benefit from free ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more digitized,
free ebook sites will play an increasingly vital
role in learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an incredible
opportunity to access a wide range of books
without the financial burden. They are invaluable
resources for readers of all ages and interests,
providing educational materials, entertainment,
and accessibility features. So why not explore
these sites and discover the wealth of knowledge
they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free ebook
sites are legal. They typically offer books that
are in the public domain or have the rights to
distribute them. How do I know if an ebook site is
safe? Stick to well-known and reputable sites like
Project Gutenberg, Open Library, and Google
Books. Check reviews and ensure the site has
proper security measures. Can I download ebooks
to any device? Most free ebook sites offer
downloads in multiple formats, making them
compatible with various devices like e-readers,
tablets, and smartphones. Do free ebook sites
offer audiobooks? Many free ebook sites offer
audiobooks, which are perfect for those who
prefer listening to their books. How can I support
authors if I use free ebook sites? You can support
authors by purchasing their books when possible,
leaving reviews, and sharing their work with
others.
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