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this study presents the first examination of the influence of ideas of honour on the
causes conduct and ending of wars from ancient greece to the present day paul
robinson begins with a theoretical examination of the concept of honour to clearly
explain the many contradictions and tensions inherent within honour systems he
then shows how honour has often contradictory and paradoxical effects on the
conduct of war and illustrates this through seven case studies classical greece
ancient rome mediaeval chivalry elizabethan england the american civil war the
british empire and the western world after world war ii including the vietham war
and the current conflict in iraq key topics covered include honour and virtue honour
and the causes of war honour as a motivation for fighting honours and rewards
death and honour honour and the conduct of war honour and the enemy honour
and the ending of wars women and honour this book reveals that the often
contradictory behaviour of soldiers during war is a product of the contradictions
inherent in the concept of honour this book will be of great interest to all students
of military ethics military history politics international relations anthropology
sociology philosophy and the history of ideas

this book is a comparative study of military practice in sui tang china and the
byzantine empire between approximately 600 and 700 ce it covers all aspects of the
military art from weapons and battlefield tactics to logistics campaign organization
military institutions and the grand strategy of empire whilst not neglecting the
many differences between the chinese and byzantines this book highlights the
striking similarities in their organizational structures tactical deployments and
above all their extremely cautious approach to warfare it shows that contrary to the
conventional wisdom positing a straightforward western way of war and an oriental
approach characterized by evasion and trickery the specifics of byzantine military
practice in the seventh century differed very little from what was known in tang
china it argues that these similarities cannot be explained by diffusion or shared
cultural influences which were limited but instead by the need to deal with common
problems and confront common enemies in particular the nomadic peoples of the
eurasian steppes overall this book provides compelling evidence that pragmatic
needs may have more influence than deep cultural imperatives in determining a
society s way of war

this unique new work of reference traces the origins of the modern laws of warfare
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from the earliest times to the present day relying on written records from as far
back as 2400 bce and using sources ranging from the bible to security council
resolutions the author pieces together the history of a subject which is almost as old
as civilisation itself the author shows that as long as humanity has been waging
wars it has also been trying to find ways of legitimising different forms of
combatants and ascribing rules to them protecting civilians who are either
inadvertently or intentionally caught up between them and controlling the use of
particular classes of weapons that may be used in times of conflict thus it is that this
work is divided into three substantial parts volume 1 on the laws affecting
combatants and captives volume 2 on civilians and volume 3 on the law of arms
control this second book on civilians examines four different topics the first topic
deals with the targetting of civilians in times of war this discussion is one which has
been largely governed by the developments of technologies which have allowed
projectiles to be discharged over ever greater areas and attempts to prevent their
indiscriminate utilisation have struggled to keep pace the second topic concerns the
destruction of the natural environment with particular regard to the utilisation of
starvation as a method of warfare and unlike the first topic this one has rarely
changed over thousands of years although contemporary practices are beginning to
represent a clear break from tradition the third topic is concerned with the long
standing problems of civilians under the occupation of opposing military forces
where the practices of genocide collective punishments and or reprisals and rape
have occurred the final topic in this volume is about the theft or destruction of the
property of the enemy in terms of either pillage or the intentional devastation of the
cultural property of the opposition as a work of reference this set of three books is
unrivalled and will be of immense benefit to scholars and practitioners researching
and advising on the laws of warfare it also tells a story which throws fascinating new
light on the history of international law and on the history of warfare itself

will the information age witness a transformation in the nature of war putting the
notion to the test the author uses a range of contexts to assess whether the
clausewitzian nature of war will retain its validity

this book details the liberty ships and the emergency shipbuilding program during
world war ii for the first time comprehensive information is provided about the
builders the namesakes and the operators under one cover included is a list of all 2
710 liberty ships delivered by u s shipyards giving each ship s namesake and
detailed descriptions of the companies that built the ships and the steamship
companies that operated them during the war this book also details the formation
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of two shipyards in south portland maine the todd bath iron shipbuilding co and the
south portland shipbuilding corp south portland s shady operations were
investigated by the u s congress and resulted in the merger of both companies into
the new england shipbuilding corporation in april 1943 also featured is the jeremiah
o brien built by new england ship in 1943 and one of only two operational liberty
ships left in the world its service history and crew information are given along with
its postwar restoration and return to normandy in 1994

catton treats the diem government on its own terms rather than as an appendage
of american policy focusing on the decade from dien bien phu to diem s
assassination in 1963 he examines the vietnamese leader s nation building and
reform efforts particularly his strategic hamlet program which sought to separate
guerrilla insurgents from the peasantry and build grassroots support for his regime
catton s evaluation of the collapse of that program offers fresh insights into both
diem s limitations as a leader and the ideological and organizational weaknesses of
his government while his assessment of the evolution of washington s relations with
saigon provides new insight into america s growing involvement in the vietnamese
civil war
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