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this is a new and thorough revision of a recognized classic whose first edition was hailed as the most authoritative account in

english of the governing of the soviet union now with historical material rearranged in chronological order and with seven new

chapters covering most of the last fifteen years this edition brings the soviet union fully into the light of modern history and

political science the purposes of fainsod s earlier editions were threefold to explain the techniques used by the bolsheviks and stalin

to gain control of the russian political system to describe the methods they employed to maintain command and to speculate upon

the likelihood oftheir continued control in the future this new edition increases very substantially the attention paid to another

aspect of the political process how policy is formed how the soviet union is governed whenever possible mr hough attempts to

analyze the alignments and interrelationships between soviet policy institutions moreover he constantly moves beyond a description

of these institutions to probe the way they work two chapters are devoted to the questions of individual political participation other

chapters examine the internal organization of institutions and explore the ways in which the backgrounds of their officials influence

their policy positions and alliances the picture that emerges is an unprecedented account of the distribution of power in the soviet

union

an expert in probing mafia type relationships in present day russia martin mccauley here offers a vigorously written scrutiny of

soviet politics and society since the days of lenin and stalin john keep professor emeritus university of toronto the birth of the

soviet union surprised many its demise amazed the whole world how did imperial russia give way to the soviet union in 1917 and

why did the ussr collapse so quickly in 1991 marxism promised paradise on earth but the communist party never had true power

instead allowing lenin and stalin to become dictators who ruled in its name the failure of the planned economy to live up to

expectations led to a boom in the unplanned economy in particular the black market in turn this led to the growth of organised

crime and corruption within  the  government  the  rise  and fall  of  the  soviet  union examines  the  strengths  weaknesses  and

contradictions of the first marxist state and reassesses the role of power authority and legitimacy in soviet politics including first

person accounts anecdotes illustrations and diagrams to illustrate key concepts mccauley provides a seminal history of twentieth

century russia
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chaarts the rise of the soviet union from 1945 to the moscow olympics of 1980

m created

the formation and dissolution of the soviet union impacted the entire world the soviet union was guided by the principles of

communism conflict emerged between the soviet union and capitalist countries namely the united states and those in western

europe eventually the soviet union dissolved in 1991 as a result of a declaration that recognized the independence of the former

soviet republics this book examines how the history geography and culture of the region impacted the formation and dissolution of

the soviet union

this book is a brief lucid account of russian and soviet history from ancient kievan rus to the present day equal attention is paid to

the early and the modern periods of russian history the author has revised this new edition to include the dramatic changes in the

soviet union and its foreign policy during gorbachev s first five years in office the text is supplemented with maps and illustrations

and includes bibliographies at the end of each chapter designed for use by students in either a one or two semester introductory

course in russian history russia and the soviet union will also be valuable to any reader seeking to become acquainted with the

story of the russian people their tribulations and courage tragedies and triumphs and their remarkable contribution to world culture

almost twenty years after the soviet unions end what are we to make of its existence was it a heroic experiment an unmitigated

disaster or a viable if flawed response to the modern world taking a fresh approach to the study of the soviet union this very short

introduction blends political history with an investigation into the society and culture at the time stephen lovell examines aspects of

patriotism political violence poverty and ideology and provides answers to some of the big questions about the soviet experience

about the series the very short introductions series from oxford university press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject

area these pocket sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly our expert authors combine facts analysis

perspective new ideas and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable

this book presents a brief lucid account of russian and soviet history from ancient kievan rus to borris yeltsin s dispersal of the anti

reform parliament thompson s balanced treatment pays equal attention to the early and modern periods of russian history this new

thoroughly revised edition reassesses the legacy of the brezhnev period looks at the crucial transitional role of mikhail gorbachev

analyzes the dramatic breakup of the soviet union and provides an overview of the emergence of noncommunist russia an all new

chapter focuses on events since 1991 including the war in chechenya and russia s relations with the other post soviet successor

states the text is supplemented with maps and illustrations and includes bibliographies and suggested readings at the end of each

chapter designed for use by students in either a one or two semester introductory course in russian history russia and the soviet

union will also be valuable to any reader seeking to become aquatinted with the story of the russian people their traditions and

courage their tragedies and triumphs and their remarkable contribution to european and world culture

in 1917 bolshevik revolutionaries came to power in the war torn russian empire in a way that defied all predictions including their

own scarcely a lifespan later in 1991 the soviet union collapsed as accidentally as it arose the decades between witnessed drama on

an epic scale the chaos and hope of revolution famines and purges hard won victory in history s most destructive war and

worldwide geopolitical conflict all entwined around the dream of building a better society this book is a lively and authoritative

distillation of this complex history told with vivid details a grand sweep and wry wit the acclaimed historian sheila fitzpatrick

chronicles the soviet age its rise reign and unexpected fall as well as its afterlife in today s russia she underscores the many ironies

of the soviet experience an ideology that claimed to offer humanity the reins of history wrangled with contingency an avowedly

internationalist and anti imperialist  state birthed an array of nationalisms and a vision of transcending economic and social

inequality and injustice gave rise to a country that was in its way surprisingly normal moving seamlessly from lenin to stalin to

gorbachev to putin the shortest history of the soviet union provides an indispensable guide to one of the twentieth century s great

powers and the enduring fascination it still exerts
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one of the world s preeminent scholars of the soviet union with many personal contacts there geoffrey hosking provides a unique

perspective on the rapid changes the country is experiencing other books have focused on the political changes taking place under

gorbachev hosking s lively analysis illuminates the social cultural and historical developments that have created the need and

openness for sweeping political and economic change

peter kenez s history of the soviet union from the beginning to the end examines not only political change but also social and

cultural developments the book identifies the social tensions and political inconsistencies that spurred radical change in the

government of russia beginning at the turn of the century and culminating in the revolution of 1917 kenez envisions that revolution

as a crisis of authority that posed the question who shall govern russia this question was resolved with the creation of the soviet

union kenez traces the development of the soviet union from the revolution through the 1920s the years of the new economic

policies which he sees as crucial to any interpretation of the history of the soviet union and into the stalinist order he shows how

post stalin soviet leaders struggled to find ways to rule the country without using stalin s methods but also without openly

repudiating the past and to negotiate a peaceful but antipathetic coexistence with the capitalist west

mlynar a college classmate of gorbachev one of czechoslovakia s highest ranking communist officials in the 1960s and currently a

senior analyst with the austrian institute for international affairs explains why it is unlikely that a western type parliamentary

system will evolve in the soviet union annotation copyrighted by book news inc portland or

the command system has long pervaded nearly every area of soviet life this volume documents the prescriptions and proscriptions

that have governed everyday life in the soviet union policies that are currently undergoing reexamination and revision among the

topics covered are voting and party organ

the soviet union was one of the most significant historical phenomena of the twentieth century this volume brings together key

articles that analyse its birth in the 1917 revolution the development of stalin s tyranny and soviet decline from the 1960s onwards

the collection includes scholarship of the highest quality that illuminates this key episode in the history of both europe and the

wider world
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