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this book a companion volume to professor pollitt s the art of rome sources and documents published
by the press in 1983 presents a comprehensive collection in translation of ancient literary evidence
relating to greek sculpture painting architecture and the decorative arts its purpose is to make this
important evidence available to students who are not specialists in the classical languages or classical
archaeology the author s translations of a wide selection of greek and latin texts are accompanied by
an introduction explanatory commentary and a full bibliography an earlier version of this book was
published twenty five years ago by prentice hall in this new publication professor pollitt has added a
considerable number of new passages revised some of his earlier translations and presented the texts
in a different order which allows the reader to follow more easily the development of sculpture and
painting as perceived by the ancient writers the new and substantial bibliography organised by topics
as they appear in the book emphasises works that deal directly with the literary sources or that
supplement our knowledge of the personalities and monuments described in the sources this
collection will be welcomed by students and teachers of greek art who have long been in need of an
authoritative and reliable sourcebook for their subject

covers the art of egypt sumer mesopotamia anatolia assyria babylon and persia

temples with perfect elegant proportions and sculptures conforming to the ideal of beauty are the
typical images we have of ancient greek art this text emphasizes the more primative beginnings of
ancient greek art

illustrated with over 250 remarkable objects from the british museum and other collections in europe
usa and egypt this text traces the course of egyptian art from its sudden initial flowering to its final
resurgence during the rule of the ptolemies

ernest arthur gardner was an english archaeologist who served as the director of the british school at
athens in the late 19th century gardner was especially interested in ancient greece and wrote many
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books on it gardner s best known work is religion and art in ancient greece

from berlin to boston and st petersburg to sydney ancient egyptian art fills the galleries of some of the
world s greatest museums while the architecture of egyptian temples and pyramids has attracted
tourists to egypt for centuries but what did egyptian art and architecture mean to the people who first
made and used it and why has it had such an enduring appeal in this very short introduction christina
riggs explores the visual arts produced in egypt over a span of some 4 000 years the stories behind
these objects and buildings have much to tell us about how people in ancient egypt lived their lives in
relation to each other the natural environment and the world of the gods demonstrating how ancient
egypt has fascinated western audiences over the centuries with its impressive pyramids eerie
mummies and distinctive visual style riggs considers the relationship between ancient egypt and the
modern world about the series the very short introductions series from oxford university press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area these pocket sized books are the perfect way
to get ahead in a new subject quickly our expert authors combine facts analysis perspective new ideas
and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable

more than 150 works of art that exemplify all these societies at the year one are illustrated in color
and explained in this volume historical summaries accompanied by maps briefly describe the nature
of each culture and the flow of power and peoples during the period centering around the year one

examines the art of ancient rome including painting mosaic sculpture and architecture

this study of ancient egyptian art reveals the evolution of aesthetic approaches to proportion and style
through the ages the painted and relief cut walls of ancient egyptian tombs and temples record an
amazing continuity of customs and beliefs over nearly 3 000 years even the artistic style of the scenes
seems unchanging but this appearance is deceptive in this work gay robins offers convincing
evidence based on a study of egyptian usage of grid systems and proportions that innovation and
stylistic variation played a significant role in ancient egyptian art robins thoroughly explores the
squared grid systems used by the ancient artists to proportion standing sitting and kneeling human
figures this investigation yields the first chronological account of proportional variations in male and
female figures from the early dynastic to the ptolemaic periods robins discusses the proportional
changes underlying the revolutionary style instituted during the amarna period she also considers how
the grid system influenced the overall composition of scenes numerous line drawings with
superimposed grids illustrate the text

excerpt from history of ancient art the application of the historic method to the study of the fine arts
begun with imperfect means by winckelmann one hundred and twenty years ago has been productive
of the best results in our own days it has introduced order into a subject previously confused
disclosing the natural progress of the arts and the relations of the arts of the different races by whom
they have been successively practised it has also had the more important result of securing to the fine
arts their due place in the history of mankind as the chief record of various stages of civilization and
as the most trustworthy expression of the faith the sentiments and the emotions of past ages and often
even of their institutions and modes of life the recognition of the significance of the fine arts in these
respects is indeed as yet but partial and the historical study of art does not hold the place in the
scheme of liberal education which it is certain before long to attain one reason of this fact lies in the
circumstance that few of the general historical treatises on the fine arts that have been produced
during the last fifty years have been works of sufficient learning or judgment to give them authority as
satisfactory sources of instruction errors of statement and vague speculations have abounded in them
the subject moreover has been confused especially in germany by the intrusion of metaphysics into its
domain in the guise of a professed but spurious science of aesthetics under these conditions a history
of the fine arts that should state correctly what is known concerning their works and should treat their
various manifestations with intelligence and in just proportion would be of great value to the student
such within its limits as a manual and for the period which it covers is dr reber shistory of ancient art
so far as i am aware there is no compend of information on the subject in any language so trustworthy
and so judicious as this about the publisher forgotten books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare
and classic books find more at forgottenbooks com this book is a reproduction of an important
historical work forgotten books uses state of the art technology to digitally reconstruct the work
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preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy in rare cases an
imperfection in the original such as a blemish or missing page may be replicated in our edition we do
however repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully any imperfections that remain are

intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works
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