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the overall purpose of this book is to provide a foundation for samoan students to become the

custodians of the historical narrative based on archaeological research

history of samoa settlement of samoans culture and tradition introduction to the history of samoa the
following discussion focuses on samoa since european contact for additional treatment in a regional
context see pacific islands history of early period polynesians traveling in outrigger canoes arrived in

the samoan archipelago about 1000 bc as indicated by lapita pottery shards found in mulifanua lagoon
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on upolu characteristics of the samoan language indicate that the settlers probably came from tonga
local pottery manufacturing ceased by about ad 200 by which time samoa had become central too
much of the settlement of eastern polynesia find out more in the book samos history culture and

tourism

a history from writers from western samoa examining thematically the influences of european settlers
the churches german and nz colonialism and the background to western samoa s independence this
short history is written for the general reader and for senior high school and university students seeking
an overview of samoan history first published in 1987 and last reprinted in 2003 this is a reissue of the
2003 edition for 2018

this study consists of eleven chapters and a conclusion chapter one is entitled introduction echoes from
the past it serves several purposes it introduces briefly a summation of the political aspirations of
malietoa vaiinupo who accepted the Ims mission and the political mayhem that beset samoa from the
1850s to 1962 the introduction also introduces briefly the relationship between the samoan Ilms church
the Ims missionaries and samoan politics and how these interacted with one another during the political
turmoil in the late nineteenth century and the nationalistic fervour of the samoans In the early
twentieth century the next ten chapters are presented chronologically as far as it is possible although
the guiding principle for the placement of each chapter is thematic consisting mainly of case studies
chapter two entitled a german plantation and samoan aspirations looks at the german administration of
samoa from 1900 to 1914 the study highlights various factors issues and events that contributed to the
motivation of samoans towards independence it looks at germany s treatment of samoans under
wilhelm solf and how samoans reacted to selfs administration the chapter points to inconsistencies in
the german administration and samoan misunderstanding as to their role and germany s role in the
administration of samoa the study illustrates solfs negative treatment of samoan protocol which
eventually led to hostility rejection and anti german opinions and the role of the missions in supporting
the german regime to the displeasure of the samoans the view of the Ims mission and the samoan Ims
church leaders on the issue of independence during the german period is also discussed chapter three is
entitled the o oa kamupani controversy this is a case study taken out of the german administration era
the oloa kamupani goods company was a samoan enterprise which struck a chord with the political
aspirations of some of the samoan leaders although initiated by a parteuropean opportunist the samoan
faipule immediately entertained the idea the samoans were reeling under selfs administration policies
which had taken away most of the samoan protocol the political leaders were looking for a way to
reassert their authority albeit an economic one the oloa kamupani gave the samoans the opportunity to
control their own economic future while indirectly voicing an economic protest at the low price offered
by the merchants and the germans for their products it gave samoans like mata afa losefo and lauaki
namulau ulu mamoe the opportunity to regain political ascendancy especially in the eyes of the
samoans the german administration s reaction to the samoan enterprise and the consequence thereafter
set a bitter anti german reaction chapter four is entitled the mau a pule conflict this is the second case
study from the german administration period the mau a pule conflict is further evidence of the anger

stored up within the samoan community the german administration had by 1909 destroyed all the
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customs tradition and authority that meant anything to the samoans the failure of the oloa kamupani
and the punishments meted out to the samoan leaders for defying german authority was still haunting
the samoans the worst affected was mata afa losefo whose status as alii sili primary or greater chief
was diminishing as the faipule closer to solf were consulted on important samoan matters the mau a
pule also provided an opportunity for lauaki namulau ulu mamoe to regain some of his authority and
to re unite samoa under samoan control the mau a pule was not just a reaction to the german
administration but a cry and a call for samoan independence chapter five is entitled a ramshackle
administration and samoan expectations this chapter looks at new zealand s administration of samoa
from 1914 to 1926 it takes a brief look at the samoans reaction to new zealand s arrival and germany s
departure because of world war i new zealand s ramshackle administration caused some animosity
among the samoans and europeans especially new zealand s role in the 1918 influenza epidemic which
took many samoan lives the chapter highlights how new zealand dealt with samoan rejection and
samoans called for new zealand s removal the year 1926 marked the beginning of an era in which
samoan nationalism began to surface and new zealand s competency as administrator declined for the
samoans the germans first fourteen years as administrators compared to new zealand first fourteen
years was paradise chapter six is entitled an administrative blunder and the logan moore debate this is
a case study taken out of the new zealand administration period the 1918 influenza epidemic blunder
cost many samoan lives and new zealand its credibility to administer other nations the lack of positive
action and immediate medical assistance only highlighted the incompetence of the new zealanders the
samoans were furious and from that time harboured angry sentiments that would surface again and
again in their future dealings wtth new zealand the pain for the samoans was not just a result of the
epidemic but also colonel robert logan s samoa s administrator insensitivity in his attack on the lms
mission especially the missionary elizabeth moore and the samoans this chapter looks at the impact of
logan s actions and moore s reactions and how the samoans perceived their verbal confrontation in
relation to new zealand s irresponsibility chapter seven is entitled political incompetence and samoan
nationalism this chapter continues the story that ended in chapter 5 it highlights the beginning and
expansion of the mau movement and how it became the vehicle for nationalistic fervour and
independence aspirations the chapter highlights the close working relationship between samoans and
other members of the communily especially the half castes it discusses new zealand s reaction to
samoan nationalism and also looks at the efforts of those outside samoa to promote samoan grievances
the chapter looks at the various petitions drawn up and sent to new zealand england america and the
league of nations later replaced by the united nations a sign of determination to gain independence
chapter eight is entitled samoan patriotism and the emergence of the mau church this chapter focuses
mainly on the relationship of the mau and the samoan lms church at a specific time in the history of
the samoan church when the involvement of the mau in the samoan Ims church was at its height 1928
1931 although the relationships between the three main mission societies were cordial they sometimes
deteriorated into hatred and spite these attitudes were ultimately transferred onto the mau samoan Ims
church conflict especially when the catholics stood in opposition to the samoan lms church the other
minor denominations such as the mormons and the seventh day adventists had very little influence on
the mau the period covered saw the mau and the samoan Ims church unite to form the mau church the

alliance formed a strong foundation for propagating mau beliefs the alliance also questioned the
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continuing existence and the control the Ims mission had on the samoan lms church the issue of the
samoan Ims church taking control of its religious life surfaced again during this perlod to haunt the lms
missionaries chapter nine is entitled chinese in paradise and indentured labour problems this chapter
covers a period that stems from the german era to just after the end of world war il the previous
chapters act as a background to the chinese problem and the chapter itself will help fill some of the

gaps in the previous chapters

this bibliography of works on samoa seeks to dispel the myth of sunbaked carefree islands by directing
the reader to resources which discuss its difficult past and current challenges provides informative
annotations on a wide range of books and articles dealing with all aspects of american samoa and
western samoa including geography climate flora and fauna history society language politics culture and

the arts maps and a chronology are included annotation copyrighted by book news inc portland or

western samoa explores the captivating story of this pacific island nation examining its transformation
from a pre colonial society through german and new zealand administrations to its hard won
independence the book illuminates samoa s nation building journey focusing on the influences of
colonialism decolonization and the forging of a sovereign nation did you know that the mau movement
a powerful samoan independence movement played a crucial role in challenging colonial rule or that
the drafting of a constitution and the establishment of a parliamentary democracy marked a pivotal
moment in samoa s path to self determination this historical narrative showcases the agency of the
samoan people in shaping their own destiny challenging simplistic views of colonial oppression utilizing
primary sources like colonial archives and oral histories the book adopts a multi faceted approach
blending historical analysis with insights from anthropology and political science from examining
german economic policies to analyzing new zealand s governance approach the book progresses
chronologically providing a nuanced and comprehensive view of samoan history it also connects samoa

s historical journey to broader themes in world history

vol 1 includes historical documents american samoa constitution united states constitution
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